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Sunday School teachers received a blessing before classes
began on September 15th.

GOYA officers received the oath of office. Pictured: Anthea
Lindemann (Corresponding Secretary), Lance Trihas
(Treasurer), Father Costas (Spiritual Advisor), Andrew
Nackowiz (President), Kosta Lignos (Vice President). Not
pictured: Demitria Tsonton (Recording Secretary).
Parishioners visited the table of the various ministries offered
at our parish during the Parish Fair.
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The following ministries are the lifeblood of our parish
and perform many activities to promote the growth of
our church. Your participation in these organizations
makes our community more spiritually complete.
Philoptochos
Coffee Socials
Festival
Messenger Editor
Welcome Committee
Choir Director
Cantor
Organist
Bookstore

Rhonee Trakas-Iula
Pam Sitter
Michael Lignos
John Trihas
Elaine Nackowiz
Helen Dadas
Vaso Boukis
Nicholas Bodle
Nicholas Cantello
Jim & Karen Sullivan

ST. PAUL FAMILY MINISTRY COMMISSION
Little Angels
HOPE / JOY
GOYA Coordinator
OCF / College Ministry
Altar Boys
Religious Education
Bible Study

Women’s Study Group
Coffee & Conversation
VCS
Greek School
Greek Corner
PTO
Senior Fellowship
Hellenic Dance Director

Chairman
Erin Kubat
Father Costas
Father Costas
Maribeth Lekas
Alex Bodle
Maria Lovejoy
Toni Mannarino
Frank Chirakos
Father Costas Keares
Elaine Poulos
Kristine Tartara
Jonathan Tartara
Keli Paragios
Annoula Tsonton
Kathy Glaros
Maria Karlatiras
Esther Horwath
Maria Regan
Eleni Johnson

Deadline for all articles and Organization Minutes is
the 1st of the month. Please keep this in mind! Items
can be e-mailed to messenger@stpaulgoc.org.
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Like our
to keep up to date on the happenings of our parish. Even if you are not on Facebook, you can view our postings on the Home page
of our website.
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Pastoral Reflections by Father Costas
As we reflect on the various saints of our Church, and
especially in the month of October, we quite often
focus on the person of St. Demetrios, the valiant soldier
in the Roman Army who witnessed and died for
Christ. Yet, there are other saints, such as St. Nestor,
who were very brave but less know.
We all love a good story of an underdog overcoming
great odds to emerge as victor. That is why one of the
most popular children stories from the Bible is the
story of David and Goliath. Goliath, the giant Philistine
soldier, taunted King Saul and the army of Israel, for
none of the Israelites had the courage to square off
with the menacing giant in a dual.
That is, no one had the courage until a
young shepherd boy, David, overheard
the taunts of Goliath and questioned with
righteous indignation: “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the
armies of the living God?” (1 Samuel 17:26).
With God on his side, the young shepherd boy ran out
to confront Goliath with a sling and a stone that struck
the Philistine between the eyes and felled him.
In the month of October, as I mentioned above, we
hear much about St. Demetrios whose feast day is
October 26th. But very little is known about another
saint who is celebrated the next day, October 27th. He is
the underdog of the story, and that is ST. NESTOR
(+AD 306) - a new David who overcame another
“Goliath” in the person of the giant Roman soldier,
Lyaios. Like David, Nestor was an unassuming young
man who drew his courage and strength from his faith
in the living God. At a time when Christians were
being brutally persecuted, Lyaios boasted of the
superiority of the pagan gods over the God of the
Christians and challenged any willing Christian to a
dual to prove the inferiority of their faith.
Nestor at that time was a disciple of St. Demetrios, who
himself was a distinguished Roman General who had
been imprisoned for his faith in Jesus Christ. Hearing
the boasts of Lyaios, Nestor ran to his spiritual mentor
in prison to seek his prayers and blessing to confront
the arrogant giant. St. Demetrios had taught his
disciples that Christians may seemingly be weak and
persecuted, but their strength is internal, spiritual, and
“perfected in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).
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Receiving Nestor in his prison cell, the imprisoned
teacher Demetrios gave his young disciple his
blessing, sealed his forehead with the sign of the cross,
and told him “You will be victorious over Lyaios, and you
will be martyred for Christ.” Everything happened as
Saint Demetrios foretold. Saint Nestor defeated Lyaios
in the stadium and as a result both he and Saint
Demetrios were martyred for their faith in Christ.
The stories of David overcoming Goliath and Saint
Nestor defeating Lyaios are valuable lessons for us
Christians today. The greatest giant that must be
overcome before all else is our ego. Once humble
ourselves, like David and Nestor, we will have access
to the same power from God to bring down the giant
evils that torment us from the outside. When the odds
are stacked against us, it is not the time to panic and
waver in our faith. On the contrary, that is the time to
put our faith in God and to ask for His blessing, that
through His strength, we too may face our trials and
challenges with fortitude and strength. That we too
may defeat all obstacles that get in the way of our
relationship with our Lord. And thus, we can say with
St. Paul, “All things work together for the good of those
who love God” (Romans 8;28). Oh saint of God Nestor,
intercede for us and bless us on our journey of life,
that we too may please our Lord and God and Savior
Jesus Christ.

Altar Boy Seminar
Boys in grades 3—12 came to learn about the
responsibilities of being an altar boy and finished the
afternoon off with some bowling fun.
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Our Parish ~ Her Life & People

We invite you to join us…

Adult Sunday Catechism
Weddings
August 31st
Dimitrios Kriaras and Leah Glad
Koumbari ~ Haralambos and Anastasia
Kriaras
September 7th
Ryan Edgar and Billie Kyriakides
Koumbara ~ Anne Kyriakides
September 21st
Vincent Boden and Kaetlyn Deertz
Koumbaro ~ Matthew Boden

Baptism
31st

August
Michael ~ son of James and Nicole Alex
Godfather ~ Nick Karas
September 7th
Bennett John ~ son of Nectarios and Courtney
Averinos
Godparents ~ Andreas and Keli Paragios

Immediately following Holy Communion
in the Teen Room
Our Current Book:
Orthodoxy: A Creed for Today
by Father Anthony M. Coniaris
There is no doubt that we need inspiration.
We need it daily. We need it to survive.
But Christianity is more than inspiration.
It is also knowledge. It is also truth that
needs to be learned and assimilated into our lives.
“This is eternal life to know God and Jesus Christ
whom he has sent.”
This book is not written by a theologian for
theologians, but by a parish priest for lay people.
The chapters on the various articles of the Nicene
Creed are both instructional and inspirational.
It is a book that may be read profitably by all
Orthodox lay people. It is published with a prayer
that the Holy Spirit may use it to awaken us
to the priceless deposit of divine truth
that resides in our Orthodox faith.

Congratulations

Women’s Study Group

Gust and Dorothy Poulos celebrated their 69th
Anniversary surrounded by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

Tuesday morning’s from 10:00 – 11:30 AM
Our current Book:
“Acquiring the Mind of Christ”
by Archmandrite Sergius (Bowyer)
St. Paul clearly states: “Let this mind be in you which
was also in Christ Jesus…”
(Phil 2:5)
This small book hopes to begin to answer
how acquiring the Mind of Christ is possible
and why it is necessary in our lives today.

We would be happy to announce a special occasion in this
column. All you need to do is notify the office at
440.237.8998 or messenger@stpaulgoc.org.

An excerpt:
“…The purpose for which we were created is that we might
know God and through this knowledge (which denotes
communion) become eternal, sharing in God’s very life.”
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HOPE / JOY (Pre-school—6th grade)
~

~
~

Join us on Sunday, October 20th at 5:00 PM for
some Fall Fun!!! Pizza, cider, and donuts
provided. RSVP to Elena Giatis via text at
440.829.1340 by October 17th. See flyer for more
details.
Mark your calendar for Friday, November 15th at
6:00 PM for a pizza dinner, lesson on
Thanksgiving, service project, and games.
Questions about the program? Contact Pres Nicole
at cnkeares@gmail.com or call/text at
440.409.1673. We look forward to seeing our
HOPE / JOY families at these fun events!

GOYA (7th—12th grade)
~ GOYA basketball practice will be held Tuesday
evenings from 6:30—8:00 PM and Saturday
mornings from 10:00 AM—noon beginning
October 1st at Archangel Michael on Mill Road in
Broadview Heights.
GOYAns are invited to
participate for fellowship even if they are not
interested in participating in tournaments.
~ The next GOYA meeting will be held on Sunday,
October 13th following Sunday School.
~ On October 19th, a fun activity is planned at as the
GOYAns walk in the footsteps of St. Paul at the
park. More details to follow.

Join us for Coffee and
Conversation in the
church hall after Holy
Communion to meet other parents and learn
about the Orthodox faith. If the partition is closed, you
will likely find us in that section of the hall.
If you have any questions, please email Kristi Tartara
at k_tartara@yahoo.com. For announcements, please
join us on Facebook. Search for St. Paul Coffee &
Conversation and request to join the group.
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~Maria Lovejoy
Sunday School Director

Welcome back everyone! We had a GREAT start to the
new Sunday School year starting with a Sunday School
staff meeting and dinner hosted by Fr. Costas and
Presvytera Nicole - we thank them for their hospitality
in opening their home to us. In addition, we had over
100 children in attendance on our first day of classes
and we pray that their attendance continues as the
weeks progress!
We have a great team of teachers that are excited and
prepared with NEW curriculum to instill our Orthodox
faith to your children along with this year’s theme: The
Gifts of the Holy Spirit. We welcome back AND
welcome aboard the following directors and teachers
from our 3-year-old class to High School: Maria
Lovejoy, Toni Mannarino, Lisa Makrouglou, Erin
Pontikos, Alex Laios, Tina Asmis, Amber Rahas, Esther
Horwath, Eleni Mozden, Annoula Tsonton, Mary
Olenik, Nicole Perk, Steve Lekas, Michael Tartara,
Erika and Mark Moundros and Santhe Loizos.
Also, a HUGE thank you to Lisa Makroglou for
creating and decorating our upstairs and downstairs
Sunday School bulletin boards by displaying this
year’s theme. September started with the GREAT gift
of Love and this month the students will have a lesson
on Joy. In addition, we would like to thank Christina
Downing and Joanne Sitaras for manning our Sunday
School registration table at the Parish Fair and to Toni
Mannarino for providing an appetizer.
October 20th is Youth Sunday. Jim Anastos and Cathy
Gaudo are chairing this event. They will be contacting
your children from 5th grade through High School to
participate during the Liturgy with ushering, greeting,
manning the candles stands, etc. The chairs and the
children look forward to this event each year.
October 20th Sunday School is also HOSTING the
Coffee Social. Christina Downing, Kathleen Perk, and
Joanne Sitaras are chairing this event. Please see one of
them during coffee social and offer to bring something
that day for coffee hour or sign-up on Sign-Up Genius.
A friendly reminder, that STEWARDSHIP starts with
our youngest child and as parents, we need to set the
example of being good stewards to our church. Teach
your younger children that upon entering the church
to approach the smaller candle stand by placing an
offering into the wooden church that is specially made

for their reach, to light a candle and raise-up a prayer
to the Lord and venerate the icons. Explain that we do
this to show our love to God and that the monies help
the less fortunate, the hungry, and our church as well.
The more we love God - the more we want to give
Him. God gave us His only Begotten Son on the cross
that such great love should make us want to give our
lives and all that we have to Jesus. True love never
stops giving! If you would like your child to use
weekly Offering Envelopes, please contact Maria
Lovejoy at 330.220.3213.
In addition, extend your stewardship by setting
another example to your children by volunteering your
time to the many ministries that our church has to offer, Sunday School being one example. Co-chair an
event, become a substitute teacher, direct a Christmas
play, etc. Setting these examples will instill true stewardship to our children and mature strong Christians
for the future of our church!
Wishing you all a wonderful and safe October and God
willing, we’ll see you in church at 9:30 a.m. for Divine
Liturgy followed by Sunday School.
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Greek School News
~ Kathy Glaros
Greek School Superintendent

Once again we say “goodbye” to Summer and
welcome Fall! Fall time comes with school opening,
change of the weather, along with the hard work for
preparations of our new school year 2019-2020.
The new school year officially began on the 16th of
September. Father Costas has gave us his blessings for
a productive and successful year. Thank you Father for
your spiritual support and assistance.

We are off to a great start. We are happy to once again
see that our classrooms are filled with new and
returning students. We would like to extend our very
warm welcome to everyone. We thank you for
affording us the opportunity and privilege to teach
your children the Greek language. Our vision is to
continue providing students with Modern Greek
language acquisition by developing their speaking,
reading, writing, and listening skills, as well as by
exposing them to the Hellenic culture, customs,
history, and Orthodox traditions.
As we enter the month of October, we are working on
many different upcoming events. October 28 is OXI
Day. Our students once again were reminded about
the significance of the day. Older students had the
opportunity to learn about the Balkan wars of 1912 and
WWII events 1940.
We will be sending home information about the Greek
Language Festival on
November 2nd, and
parent-teacher conferences in late December.
As we begin this year, please remember that this is
your school and we welcome your involvement. We
invite you to become an active participant in our school
through volunteering, joining our PTO, or attending
and supporting school events. With ongoing support
from our parents, we are sure to provide a successful
year for all.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions at 216.524.1766 or at kathyglaros@gmail.com.

Hellenic Dancers
~ Eleni Johnson, Dance Director
With out first practice behind us, I can say it was so
wonderful to see so many new faces and welcome
back our returning dancers! We hope that all our
dancers enjoyed themselves!
The Fall season is slow with our group, but we do
have practice once a month. An entire year calendar
is posted on the church website or ask your instructor
for a hard copy to ensure your dancer doesn’t miss an
important practice.
Please log on to the church website to register and pay
for your dancers. Registration payments are due by
October 31, 2019. Late fees go into effect on November
1, 2019.
This year’s annual Folk Dance Festival is being held at
Holy Cross Church in Pittsburgh, Saturday, November
16, 2019. We are very excited that this year we will be
participating and invite all our dancers 7 years old and
older to partake in the day. The Dance program will
once again offer a scholarship to each participating
dancer and the cost to participate in this fun event is
$35.00 per dancer. Parent chaperones are needed for
the event. Please see your instructor is your dancer will
be attending or if you can help with the day.
Join our Senior and Junior Dancers on Friday,
November 29, 2019 for a Greek Night Performance at
Rocket Mortgage Fieldhouse, where they will be
dancing on the Cavs Floor for the Pregame Show at
the Cleveland Cavaliers versus the Milwaukee Bucks
Game! Discounted tickets can be purchased through
our church website. Use Promo Code: STPAUL to
receive the discount.
Our next practice is Sunday, October 20th for all dance
groups. Happy Fall!
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Philoptochos News
~ Rhonee Trakas Iula
Philoptochos President

MEN WHO COOK
Remember to get your tickets for our October 26th Men
Who Cook event. This event will benefit our local
Camp Cheerful charity. Kim Kontos and Annoula
Tsonton are co-chairing this wonderful event. Mary
Pagonakis will accept your ad for our ad book and
your $25 reservation.
Time:
5:00 – 8:00 PM
Location: St. Paul Hellenic Center
MC:
Our very own Joe Pagonakis, News
Channel 5 TV personality
Consider being one of our chefs or a volunteer for the
event. Camp Cheerful provides recreational services to
special needs children/adults.

OCTOBER 8TH MEETING ~ Our next meeting
will take place on October 8th at 6:30 PM. The
Director at Camp Cheerful, will discuss how her
programs
allow children and adults with
disabilities to participate in a variety of recreational activities. These activities encourage confidence/
independence while creating opportunities for lifelong
friendships. Our Philoptochos Men Who Cook event on
October 26th, will benefit Camp Cheerful.
Our speaker will be followed by a general meeting and
we hope you can join us.

SALUTE TO VETERANS ~ Georgia Gallagher (georod!
@aol.com) is coordinating our November 10th Salute
To Veterans coffee social. We are currently accepting
free will donations for our ad book. Please consider
honoring your veteran in our ad book.

WE APPRECIATE YOU!
MEETING HOSTESSES, SEPTEMBER 10TH ~ Last month’s
beautiful meeting was sponsored by Susan Langos,
Diane Vondrasek, and Rose Ellen Alex. Thank you for
bringing the refreshments and coordinating the
speaker.
M EETING H OSTESSES ~ Ellie Pantazoglou
(elliep202@att.net) is coordinating meeting hostess.
Please let her know which Philoptochos meeting you
would like to host.
JOIN OUR TEAM ~ Eleni Gugliotta is accepting new
memberships and renewals. Use PayPal, send your
donation to the church, or give your generous
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stewardship donation to Eleni/one of
Philoptochos Table Ambassadors on Sundays.

our

$25 (for National / Metropolitan Philoptochos
commitments)
+ $__ (remains in our local chapter)
Thank you for helping us help those in need.
COFFEE SOCIAL SPONSORS NEEDED ~ Sponsor a
Sunday Coffee Social by contacting Pam Sitter
440.724.5746 psitter@yahoo.com. Coffee, finger food,
cookies, or fruit is welcome for any of the following
Sundays in need a sponsor. If you are unable to
sponsor a coffee social Cynthia Daniels will add your
name to our coffee social refreshments donation list.
Thank you to the following families/individuals who
are contributing to the following Sundays.
Date

Sponsors

Date

Sponsor

Giovanis Family &
Friends
11/3
Vaso
Boukis,
10/13 Haritakis, Prinios
11/10
10/6

10/20 Sunday School
Markos &
10/27 Economou Families

St. Mary of Egypt
Kathy Perk
Veterans’ Day –
Georgia Gallagher
Stewardship
11/17 Committee Breakfast
11/24

OCF - ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP ~ Forward
addresses of new Freshman college students to
Maribeth Lekas mbleka@aol.com, or Mary Steve
(mrysteve@yahoo.com) so Philoptochos can send a
care package. Visit www.ocf.net/chapters/find-achapter/ to discover chapter meeting information.
AFGHAN MINISTRY ~ Contact Maria Lovejoy
( chrisaria@msn.com )
/
Mari bet h
Lekas
(mbleka@aol.com) for afghan patterns and supplies.
Knit/Crochet afghans in washable yarn, Baby 30 x 36
inches, Adult 40 x 48 inches. Thank you to the
following people for:
 Three beautiful afghans knitted by Maria Lovejoy
 Yarn donation - Andrea Pappas
 Two large bags of yarn from Georgia Gallagher
A great time was had by all at the
September 19th afghan workshop at Jennings in Brecksville. Thank you for crocheting those beautiful afghans.
BAKING CLASS ~ Thirty-one bakers came to learn how
to make Ladokouloura. Thank you Dea Phillips and
Eleni Gugliotta for teaching us how to make this

Cretan version of koulourakia. Eleni Johnson and
Stephanie Ocker coordinated the successful event. Our
next class will take place on November 18th so mark
your calendars as we learn how to make Bougatsa.
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HOPE / JOY
About 30 children gathered for the first HOPE / JOY
gathering of the year. Fr. Costas presented a lesson on
the finding of the Cross of our Lord by St. Helen and
the strength we gain through the Cross. The children
enjoyed dinner and they also worked on a craft.
Many thanks to Presvytera Nicole and Sara Evanich
for planning this evening and to all the parents for
bringing extra goodies for the kids!
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SUN

MON

CHURCH SERVICES
ALL SUNDAYS:
8:15 AM
Orthros

Sunday School follows Holy
Communion

6

3rd Sunday of
Luke

7
5:30 PM

Church Musicians Greek School
Sunday

12:00 PM
Greek Corner

13

Sunday of
the Ecumenical
Council
50th Anniversary
Couples—
Luncheon
GOYA mtg

TUE
1

10:00 AM
Women’s Study

6:30 PM
9:30 AM GOYA BB
practice

Liturgy

St Paul Greek Orthodox Church ~ North Royalton OH

WED

THU

6:30 PM
GOYA BB
practice
6:30 PM
Philoptochos
meeting

14

15

5:30 PM
Greek School

10:00 AM
Women’s Study

SAT

2

3

4

5

6:00 PM
Stewardship
meeting

7:00 PM
Bible Study

7:00 PM
Orthodoxy on
Tap at
Annunciation
Akron

10:00 AM
GOYA BB
practice

9

10

11

12

7:00 PM
Parish Council
meeting

7:00 PM
Bible Study

16

17

7:00 PM
Home
Committee mtg.

8

FRI

10:00 AM
GOYA BB
practice

18

7:00 PM
Bible Study

19
10:00 AM
GOYA BB
practice

6:30 PM
GOYA BB
practice

GOYA Activity

1:30 PM
Baptism

20 Youth Sunday 21
6th Sunday of
Luke
12:30 PM
Baptism

5:30 PM
Greek School

7th Sunday of
Luke

23

10:00 AM
Women’s Study

24

25

7:00 PM
Bible Study

8:30 AM
7:00 PM
Great Vespers for Orthros
9:30 AM
St Demetrios
Liturgy
Rocky River

6:30 PM
GOYA BB
practice

5:00 PM
HOPE/JOY Fall
Fun Bonfire

27

22

26

St Demetrios

at St Demetrios Rocky
River

10:00 AM
GOYA BB
practice
5:00 PM
Men Who Cook

28
5:30 PM
Greek School

29

30

10:00 AM
Women’s Study
6:30 PM
GOYA BB
practice
National Clergy Retreat

31
7:00 PM
Bible Study

For a complete listing of all
our Parish Ministry events,
visit
our
website
at
www.stpaulgoc.org/calendar
and click on calendar.
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SUN

MON

St Paul Greek Orthodox Church ~ North Royalton OH

TUE

WED

THU

FRI
1

CHURCH SERVICES
For a complete listing of all our
8:15 AM
9:30 AM Parish Ministry events, visit
w e b s i t e
a t
Orthros
Liturgy o u r
www.stpaulgoc.org/calendar
Sunday School follows Holy
National Clergy
and click on calendar.
Communion
Retreat

2

ALL SUNDAYS:

3
5th

Sunday of
Luke
12:00 PM
Greek Corner

4
5:30 PM
Greek School

5

6

10:00 AM
Women’s Study
6:30 PM
GOYA BB
practice
6:30 PM
Home
Committee mtg.

12

Luke

10:00 AM
7:00 PM
Women’s Study
Parish Council
6:30 PM
meeting
GOYA BB
practice

Loukoumades
Sunday
GOYA mtg
Dance Practice

17 9th Sunday of 18
Luke
Stewardship
Sunday with
Complimentary
Appreciation
Brunch

19

5:30 PM
Greek School

10:00 AM
Women’s Study

5:30 PM
Philoptochos
Baking Class

6:30 PM
GOYA BB
practice

Father on Vacation Nov 1—3

7

8 Holy Archangels 9

7:00 PM
Bible Study

8:30 AM
Orthros

8:30 AM
Orthros

9:30 AM
Liturgy

9:30 AM
Liturgy

13

St Nekatrios

14

15

16

7:00 PM
Bible Study

7:00 PM
Pan-Orthodox
Holy Unction at
Saint Mary
Romanian
Church
Cleveland

FDF

22

23

6:30 PM
Philoptochos

5:00 PM
Parish Assembly

10:00 AM
GOYA BB
practice

10:00 AM
GOYA BB
practice

10 8th Sunday of 11
5:30 PM
Greek School

SAT

20

21

Entrance of
the Theotokos

10:00 AM
GOYA BB
practice
11:30 AM
Baptism

10:00 AM
GOYA BB
practice

8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy
Sr. Fellowship
Christmas Dinner

1:00 PM
Baptism

24

25 St Katherine 26

13th Sunday of
Luke

8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy
5:30 PM
Greek School

10:00 AM
Women’s Study
6:30 PM
GOYA BB
practice

27

7:00 PM
Bible Study

Metropolis GOYA Retreat Nov 22—24

28 Happy

29

Thanksgiving Office Closed
Office Closed

7:30 PM
Greek Night at
the Cavs ~ Saint
Paul Dancers
perform

30
10:00 AM
GOYA BB
practice
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Featured in our Bookstore
WHAT CAN I DO AT DIVINE LITURGY?
This book teaches children how they can be
active participants of the Faith. With beautiful
photographs of children demonstrating what they can
do at church, it is sure to be a favorite with the little
one in your life!

IT’S SUNDAY, SHALL WE GO TO
CHURCH? MY FIRST ACQUAINTANCE
WITH THE DIVINE LITURGY
Every child is a world with closed doors and with the
need for his own particular keys to open them. This
little book is a cause for childhood questions to be
raised. Let us be together with our children in the
Divine Liturgy and with patience and inventiveness
let's give them that which we received, this treasure of
our Orthodox worship.

ἈΓΙΟΡΕΙΤΙΚΕΣ ΚΟΥΒΕΝΤΕΣ
Οι Αγιορείτικες κουβέντες, το τρίτο βιβλίο του
πατρός Διονυσίου, είναι στηριγμένο σε
προσωπικές σημειώσεις του από τις επί σειράν ετών
επισκέψεις του στο Άγιον Όρος και συμπληρωμένο
αργότερα από παρατηρήσεις του κατά τη διάρκεια της
καθημερινής, ποιμαντικής του διακονίας. Κρύβει,
δηλαδή, μέσα του έναν ολόκληρο, πνευματικό
θησαυρό διατυπωμένο με Λόγο άμεσο και ζωντανό,
τόσο απλό και συνάμα τόσο βαθύ. Μας αποκαλύπτει
μικρά μυστικά, που θα μας βοηθήσουν να ζήσουμε μια
καθημερινότητα ευλογημένη με τη χάρη του Θεού.

A LITTLE CORNER OF PARADISE ~ THE
LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF ELDER PAISIUS
OF SIHLA
This collection of stories (volume 10), written
for a young audience by one of the most important
Orthodox Christian elders of Romania, contains
teachings about faith, the Christian virtues, the lives of
the saints, prayer, icons, and many other topics. The
tenth volume tells the young reader about repentance,
pride, and the lives of St. Romanus the Melodist, St.
John Kukuzel, and St. Ephrem the Syrian.

THE ORTHODOX STUDY BIBLE ~ ANCIENT CHRISTIANTIY SPEAKS TO TODAY’S
WORLD

The Orthodox Study Bible includes numerous study
guides and teachings that bring to our modern world
the mind of the ancient Christian Church and are ready
for big adventures!
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Η Ελληνική Γωνιά
Γράφει η Μαρία Καρλατήρα ( Μαράκι )

Καλό μας μήνα φίλοι μου. Νά που μας ήλθε
και ο Οκτώβριος μήνας, και μαζί του έφερε
και όλα του τα καλά. Καινούργια χρονική περίοδο με
νέους προσανατολισμούς, νέα σχέδια, νέες αποφάσεις.
Με το καλό να τα πραγματοποιήσουμε όλα.
Παράλληλα μας έφερε και την αλλαγή του καιρού, με
τα γλυκά μυρωδάτα πρωτοβρόχια του. Πόσο μου
αρέσει η φρέσκια μυρωδιά του χώματος, μετά από μία
φθινοπωρινή βροχούλα ! ! ! Φίλοι μου πραγματικά, η
βροχή είναι θείο δώρο. Γι’ αυτό και όλοι οι λαοί την
έχουν πολυτραγουδησμένη.
Από τα πολύ παλαιά
χρόνια θεωρούσαν την βροχή σαν μία θεία ενέργεια,
αφού πίστευαν πως ο δημιουργός των βροχών, ήταν ο
Δίας, ο πατέρας των θεών. Και όπως λέμε εμείς σήμερα
‘’βρέχει ο Θεός‘’ οι αρχαίοι έλεγαν ΄’Ζεύς ύει .‘’ Η
κουρασμένη γή, του καλοκαιριού από τον καυτό ήλιο,
καθώς και από τις άπειρες πυρκαγιές της, περιμένει
πώς και πώς αυτές τις βροχές γιά να δροσιστή και να
ετοιμαστή για να προσφέρει ξανά τα αγαθά της. Τα
ποτάμια, τα ρυάκια οι βρύσες να γεμίσουν με
δροσερά νερά, μά και πόσα άλλα πλάσματα του
Δημιούργού μας ευφραίνονται από την ευεργετική
επίδραση της κάθε βροχής. Πολλές φορές φίλοι μου, η
βροχή παρασύρει και ορισμένα μόρια, από θειάφι και
σίδερο, και τότε γίνεται έγχρωμη σαν ουράνιο τόξο.!!!!
Επίσης στον μήνα αυτόν εορτάζουμε το
ιστορικό-ηρωικό έπος του 1940. Η νεότερη
ιστορικήμας, μεγάλη Εθνική εορτή, ή 28η
Ωκτωβρίου, με θερμή πατριωτική φλόγα και εβασμό
στο αθάνατο ΟΧΙ!!! Και φυσικά, ο καθρέπτης του
κάθε λαού, είναι η ιστορία του. Όποιος γνωρίζει την
ιστορία του Έθνους του, είναι πιό εύκολο ν’ ατενίζει
το μέλλον με δημιουργικότητα και με ενότητα εν
καιρό ειρήνης –η- πολέμου. Μαζί με την 28η
Ωκτωβρίου, εορτάζουμε και την εορτή της σημαίας
μας, το ιερό αυτό σύμβολο μας, πού στις πτυχές της
ενσαρκώνονται οι πόθοι και τα ιδανικά μας σαν
Έθνος, καθώς και όλη ή ιστορία της φυλής μας. Πού
μέ τα απαλά της χρώματα, και την καμαρωτή
ομορφιά της, τονίζει στον κάθε εχθρό πώς η χώρα
αυτή είναι η δίδυμη αδελφή της Ελευθερίας και ποτέ
σκλάβα δέν γίνεται. Και ο Σταυρός που έχει στην
αριστερή γωνία,είναι το σύμβολο της θρησκείας μας,
που συνδέει πατρίδα και θρησκεία.*** ΕΛΛΗΝΙΣΜΟΣ
= ΧΡΙΣΤΙΑΝΙΣΜΟΣ!!! ΖΗΤΩ ΤΟ ΕΘΝΟΣ ΜΑΣ!!!
Αγαπητοί μου φίλοι και του χρόνου.
Εγώ σας περιμένω κάθε πρώτη Κυριακή του μήνα να
τα πούμε και από κοντά.
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June 12, 2019
CALL TO ORDER ~ The meeting was called to order by
President Stephanie Ocker at 7:14 PM.
INVOCATION ~ Given by Rev. Father P. Costas Keares,
Protopresbyter
ROLL CALL
☒
☒
☐
☐
☒
☒
☒
☒

Father Costas Keares
Asmis, Nicholas
Bodle, Chris
Bodle, Georgiann
Contoveros, Paul
Colovas, Anthone
Dadas, Alex
Elliott, John

☒
☒
☒
☐
☒
☐
☒
☒

Kokkas, Ted
Kouvaras, Jason
Ocker, Stephanie
Parianos, Nicolas
Rokakis, Andy
Tartara, Jonathan
Trakas-Iula, Rhonee
Wendland Porter, Jean

MINUTES
Rhonee Trakas-Iula moved to accept the May 16th
minutes as amended. Ted Kokkas seconded. Approved.
CORRESPONDENCE
 Ted Cherpas sent a letter of thanks.
 Pittsburgh Metropolis sent us a letter asking for
parishes to assist with funding the travel of clergy
and Presbyteras to national retreats.
 National Clergy Retreat is in San Antonio Texas,
from October 28-31.
 Presbyteras retreat is in Boca Raton, Florida,
October 11-14.
 While $3,000 is already budgeted for conferences,
it was agreed we would approve any additional
funds required as the dates approach.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
CLERGY REPORT (Father Costas) ~ Father asked that
Council remain flexible and committed to helping as
needed.
FAMILY MINISTRY (John Elliott)
 Rhonee Trakas-Iula reported that Philoptochos was
out of food for the coffee socials and asked we
spread the word to our membership for assistance.
 Afghans for 40-day churching’s were continuing
with Maria Lovejoy and Maribeth Lekas’ assistance
 The Wilsons are ending their involvement as
advisors with GOYA as their last child graduated.
Father Costas is working on getting a replacement.
 Over ninety children are participating as Hellenic
Dancers and are practicing every Sunday in
preparation for the Festival. A group photo of all the

dancers will take place during festival week. They
asked that the wall be closed during coffee social for
practices.
 Greek School needs a new teacher. Kathy Glaros
will head up the search.
 The Bookstore is concerned with a leak in the ceiling
that is damaging books.
 An August meeting is scheduled to plan the year
ahead.
FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT (Chris Bodle)
 Reviewed the decision to write off the $3,412.92
owed to the church by the Scanlon’s for back rent
and damages.
 Visitor Mike Lignos asked why we decided this,
since the prior council agreed to sue for damages.
 Visitor John Trihas urged the council to reopen the
direction to move forward with a lawsuit.
 Discussion followed regarding both Councils’
discussions with our attorney, Ken Boukis, and the
direction each council received from Ken in this
matter. In addition, there was information that this
council did not have regarding the history behind
this issue. It was agreed to table this until a
discussion with Ken Boukis can be made to
discuss the matter.
 Stock Donations
 A procedure to facilitate stock donations was created by Chris Bodle.
 A five-page document explaining the process for
stock donations was drafted by CB and a one-page
how-to for donors was also drafted, for the purpose of avoiding these issues in the future. A copy
is on file in the office.
 Key investments is an expensive broker to work
with, charging $55 per trade fee
 April 2019 YTD financials were reviewed.
 Overall revenue exceeded budget for April by
$85,310.
 Items affecting this difference were stewardship
donations, parking lot donations, the GOYA
basketball tournament income and an insurance
claim on the rental property.
 It was agreed that the line item for insurance
claims on the rental property should be noted as a
home expense and listed in the appropriate
account.
 Chris Bodle met with Cunningham and Associates.
 Chris Bodle had concerns that no audit was performed by Cunningham and Associates for the first
phase of Pave the Way.
 John Elliott raised concerns regarding the Financial
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Secretary instituting various financial procedures
without informing the Finance Committee.
 John Trihas emphasized the need to be transparent
 Everyone agreed Chris Bodle’s work was
exceptional, but more communication and review
by others was necessary before new procedures
were instituted.
 Chris Bodle agreed to communicate to the Finance
Committee in the future as needed.
 A meeting with the executive branch of council and
auditors needs to done soon.
HOME COMMITTEE / CATERING / LEASING (Stephanie
Ocker reporting for Nick Parianos)
 Home Committee discussion on security and keys
continued.
 Visitor Mike Lignos and John Trihas added that
having good lines of communication would have
avoided the issue of ministries unable to access
their items in the locked freezer.
 John and Mike also stressed that they were behind
schedule in ordering items for the festival due to
the security concerns.
 Father Costas asked that we delay any changes to
security procedures until after the festival, to not
add an additional burden to those working on the
festival preparations.
 Stephanie mentioned that ESK needs $200 to
perform work on the retention pond.
 Discussion regarding the church hall and proper
cleaning after Sunday services.
 Decision to dispose of old Koliva in the woods
East of the kitchen so as to not attract rodents.
 John Elliott reported that an email was sent to
committee members on June 7 that he received a
quote from TTL on the reserve study in the amount
of $2,800.
 Discussion on the accuracy and plans for
implementing the results.
 General agreement that any funds earmarked for
reserve be placed into the annual budget by the
Finance Committee and approved by council and
the general assembly as needed.
 Father Costas made a passionate plea that we do
not allow the study’s findings to place such a
financial burden on our budget that we do not
commit funds for the essential services of this
parish. Father mentioned that he is physically and
mentally drained by performing a multitude of
tasks.
 In an unrelated matter, Father urged that we send
the survey results to our parish members ASAP.
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 John Elliott made a motion to accept the quote
from TTL / Paul Contoveros seconded. Motion
passed.
 Chris Bodle asked Home committee about getting a
custodian. Discussion regarding a Neokoros was
tabled as new business for discussion later.
STEWARDSHIP (Ted Kokkas) ~ No report.
Real Estate (Stephanie Ocker presenting for Nick Asmis)
 Roof replacement complete on both properties.
 Dino Glaros is working on getting 4730 rented.
SURVEY COMMITTEE ~ During discussion on reserve
study, Father made a point that the results of the
survey still need to be distributed.
PAVE THE WAY (Andrew Rokakis) ~ Preliminary
numbers on the Golf outing show an $18,000 net profit.
A meeting will follow to consider changes and
improvements for next year.
WAYS AND MEANS (Jason Kouvaras) ~ No report.
HUMAN RESOURCES (Alex Dadas) ~ No report.
OLD BUSINESS ~ None

NEW BUSINESS
NEOKOROS ~ Discussion on hiring a Neokoros began,
with questions about the tasks and needs for this
position. Father Costas provided more details on this
job function. There is an annual salary of $15,000 in the
budget. Alex Dadas and HR will head the search
efforts, using social medial and other methods to
spread the word.
CHURCH FUNERALS ~ Stephanie Ocker inquired about
an overnight guard during church funerals to utilize
the $500 fee.
MEN WHO COOK ~ Rhonee Iula requested a marquee
sign for October 12-26. Parish Council had no objections.
FATHER COSTAS’ EMAIL ~ Andy Rokakis asked that we
address Father Costas’ recent email to council asking
for assistance to handle church duties similar to those a
Neokoros would perform. Rhonee Trakas-Iula offered
to create a committee to handle this. Father Costas suggested we contact those parishioners that serve as ushers to assist with these duties.
GREEK-TO-GO MEALS ~ Rhonee Trakas-Iula would like
to initiate a new parish fundraising event, Greek To
Go, which are weekly take-out meals on Thursdays.
She asked for Council’s blessing to proceed with the
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effort. Council was favorable to the idea.
ROUNDTABLE ~ None
ADJOURNMENT AND BENEDICTION ~ Rhonee TrakasIula moved to adjourn. / Jean Wendland Porter
seconded. Motion passed. Father gave Benediction.

August 6, 2019
CALL TO ORDER ~ The meeting was called to order by
President Stephanie Ocker at 7:14 PM.
INVOCATION ~ Given by Rev. Father P. Costas Keares
ROLL CALL
☒
☒
☐
☐
☒
☒
☒
☒

Fr. Costas Keares
Asmis, Nicholas
Bodle, Chris
Bodle, Georgiann
Contoveros, Paul
Colovas, Anthone
Dadas, Alex
Elliott, John

☒
☒
☒
☒
☒
☐
☒
☒

Kokkas, Ted
Kouvaras, Jason
Ocker, Stephanie
Parianos, Nicolas
Rokakis, Andy
Tartara, Jonathan
Trakas-Iula, Rhonee
Wendland Porter, Jean

MINUTES ~ Anthone Colovas moved to accept the June
12th minutes as amended. Rhonee Trakas-Iula
seconded. Approved.
CORRESPONDENCE
 Thank you note from Elaine Nackowiz
 Thank you note from Chrissy Psellas

COMMITTEE REPORTS
CLERGY REPORT (Father Costas)
 Vespers at Annunciation followed by services at
Saint Paul the following day. Lunch to follow.
 Visiting homebound parishioners.
 HOPE / JOY Group to get more attention from
Father and Presvytera.
 Looking for a family to host GOYA’s kickoff event.
 Mark and Erica Moundros have been asked to help
with GOYA activities.
 June 28th, 2020 our church will be hosting the
Liturgy for the National Clergy-Laity Conference.
 Theodora Economou sent a letter with $10k from
the estate of Dr. Economou which will be applied
to the Pave the Way II.
 Chalices were refurbished by the company
Orthodox Church Supplies in advance of next
year’s National Clergy-Laity Conference. All costs
were covered by family donations.

FAMILY MINISTRY (Stephanie Ocker presenting for
John Elliott)
 Planning meeting on August 22nd.
 Sunday School requested a budget increase. Will
review for 2020 budget.
 Background checks are $18 (19 teachers)
 Maria Lovejoy is the new Sunday School director
FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT (Paul Contoveros presenting for Chris Bodle)
 Scanlon Issue
 A follow up meeting was held on Sunday, June
23 with Ken Boukis, Stephanie Ocker, Chris
Bodle, Nick Asmis, Nick Parianos and Mike
Lignos.
 Agreement to proceed with collection efforts
against the Scanlon’s via lawsuit.
 April 2019 Financial Statements
 No change in the status of the April 2019
Financial Statements since June 12th meeting.
 Transparency
of Financial Disclosures to
Parishioners
 Networking with local Greek Orthodox Church
Treasurers/Financial Secretaries continues.
 Latest discussions centered on Financial
Reporting to Parishioners.
 Proposal for changes to the frequency and depth
of financial disclosures will be made at a future
Parish Council meeting.
HOME COMMITTEE / CATERING / LEASING (Nick
Parianos)
 Reserve study completed. Waiting for the report.
 Home Committee has reviewed tile samples for the
bathroom remodeling and have asked for another
proposal with more specific guidelines and color
schemes.
 Sound system repair and upgrade being quoted.
 Boiler Room and main entrance doors are out for
bid to replace.
 Bid package being sent out for painting
 New
internet provider, Spectrum, being
investigated as replacement to ATT U-verse based
on the technical problems during the festival.
 Need a chairperson for the ALICE training and
associated security procedures. Some parishioners
who are in that field will be approached.
 Bid package for Pave the Way Phase II being
prepared to send out by November. The work must
start by March in order to be completed before the
National Clergy-Laity Conference.
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STEWARDSHIP (Jonathan Tartara)
 Sunday, August 11th will be the backpack blessing.
 Stewardship Sunday is November 17th. Looking
into having a pancake breakfast.
 Next meeting is September 4th at 6:00 PM.
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be hosting a table with pastries
 Archdiocese mandates a Youth safety program –

Youth Safety Administrator and will require some
training. Applies to everyone who interacts with
youth of the church.

REAL ESTATE (Nick Asmis)
 Foundation work for 4672 Wallings is required to
address lingering problems with basement cracking.
 Several vendors have quoted separate portions of
the project. To better align, Mike Lignos and John
Trihas will assist in aligning all bids for better
comparison.
 Nick Asmis motioned to approve a not-to-exceed
amount of $30k for the purpose of digging up
and repairing all relevant drainage issues at 4672
Wallings. Nick Parianos seconded. Motion
passed.
 Remodeling nearly complete at 4672 Wallings.
Nick Asmis to contact Anago representative to
quote cleaning the unit in preparation for renting.
 Jason Kouvaras has provided references for a
short-term tenant for the 4672 Wallings property.
The Home Committee has approved renting the
unit for $600 with the understanding that it is not
fully functional or complete.

ROUNDTABLE ~ None

SURVEY COMMITTEE ~ During discussion on reserve
study, Father made a point that the results of the survey still need to be distributed.

This passage is a great reminder to us of some
important things. Yes, our church and our charities
rely on our giving to them in order for them to
function and to serve and this is very important.
However, the most important aspect of our giving is
not the benefit to the recipient, but rather the benefit
to the giver. Throughout St. Paisios’ writings there are
many times where he marvels at God’s Divine
Providence for us—how God looks after us and
provides for us in ways that we may never
understand. In this, we see God’s love and kindness.
And, ultimately, when we give and provide for
others, we are imitating God and it is acts like these
that help us to become more like Him, and much
closer to Him.

PAVE THE WAY (Andrew Rokakis) ~ Met on July 8th to
regroup and decided to wait until Fall before restarting
fundraising efforts.
WAYS AND MEANS (Jason Kouvaras)
 Golf outing net proceeds of $16,751. Once straggler
donations are collected, the money will be donated
to Pave the Way Phase II.
 Festival
 Estimated festival gross $345k / net $167k
 Appreciation dinner on August 26th, 2019
HUMAN RESOURCES (Alex Dadas) ~ An applicant for
the Neokoros role has come forward. Background
check was conducted and cleared. A final interview
will be conducted before moving forward.
OLD BUSINESS ~ Discussion on results of survey. Jean
Wendland-Porter will supply list of donors that had
expressed interest in seeding the assistant priest.
NEW BUSINESS
 September 15 Parish fair. The Parish Council will

ADJOURNMENT AND BENEDICTION ~ Rhonee TrakasIula moved to adjourn. / Jean Wendland Porter
seconded. Motion passed. Father gave Benediction.

Stewardship Message
St. Paisios of Mount Athos writes, “...if someone is
preoccupied with saving money in order to either keep it for
the difficult times, or to cover all his needs, then he relies on
himself and his money and not on God. He must first
overcome his love for money and trust in it, and then rest
all his hopes on God, as he cannot do both at the same time.
I do not mean that he should not make use of his money; I
mean that he should not wholeheartedly rely on it.”

As St. Paisios recognizes, often times it is easy for us
to put our ultimate trust in our savings, thinking that
our financial stability will take care of us. But by
sacrificing that thing that can be so tempting to hoard
we are freeing ourselves from its power over us.
Removing these impediments that get between us and
God are among the biggest challenges in our lives.
With this in mind, we can take joy in giving and do it
cheerfully, knowing that we are not only benefiting
others, but our own souls as well.
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A Reflection of
STEWARDS OF THE FAITH
Having faith can be
difficult. Keeping faith in
the face of doubt is the
ongoing struggle of every
Christian since the earliest
days of Christianity. We dedicate the first Sunday after
Easter to Thomas the Apostle, forever remembered as
“Doubting Thomas” because he doubted the first
reports of the Resurrected Christ.

In the Gospel of Mark (9:22 NKJV), we read that when
the disciples can’t help him, a father brings his epileptic
son to Jesus in desperation, saying, “...if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” Jesus replies to
the father’s lack of faith, “If you can believe, all things
are possible to him who believes.” The father’s
response is a prayer we can pray every day: “Lord, I
believe; help my unbelief!” Faith is our trust in God.
Faith is our trust that He watches over us and has a
plan for us: “For I know the thoughts that I think toward
you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give
you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11 NKJV). Living with
the uncertainty of daily life requires faith. Uncertainty
also invites doubt. But doubt does not indicate a lack of
faith. As theologian and philosopher Paul Tillich has
written, “Doubt is not the opposite of faith; it is one element
of faith.” Doubt is a part of our journey of faith. We need
to face our doubt honestly and directly.
Faith is often accompanied by struggle with doubt.
Doubt instills humility. Doubt motivates us to learn
and to grow. In spite of his doubt, the Apostle Thomas
remained open to the truth of the Resurrection. When
he saw the Risen Christ, he immediately believed and
became a great apostle of the faith. His doubt led him
to a greater faith.
Stewardship of our faith in Jesus Christ calls us to do
those things that protect and strengthen the faith that
lies within us. Taking time to learn about our Orthodox
Christian Faith, praying to God for understanding and
guidance, and worshiping with others as the Body of
Christ – all these things protect and strengthen our faith.
As stewards of the faith, Saint Peter instructs us to “…
always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a
reason for the hope that is in you….” (1 Peter 3:15 NKJV).
Faith is not a big rule book of “dos and don’ts.” It is
about loving and seeing Jesus Christ in others.
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Stewardship of our faith in Jesus Christ calls us to do
those things that reflect our faith to others, living our
faith through our actions. Jesus tells us, “By this all will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35 NKJV). There is no better way to
share the faith that lies within us than to see Jesus
Christ in others and to love and care for them.
Through faith, God’s will is accomplished in the world.
Our great example is Mary, the Theotokos, the Mother
of our Lord. When Archangel Gabriel came to her at
the Annunciation, tradition and hymnology hold that
all creation awaited her response. In faith and
obedience to the will of God, Mary replied to the angel,
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be according to
your word” (Luke 1:38 NKJV). Mary responds with faith
and fulfills God’s will for all the world.
Research has shown that as Christians we seek three
things from our church: Transcendence, Significance,
and Fellowship (Lost in America, Clegg & Bird 2001).
Transcendence is to know God and to experience His
presence. This we do through prayerful participation
in Liturgy and the sacraments. Significance is the
desire to have a purpose – to do something meaningful
– most often in service to our fellow man. Fellowship is
connecting with others through meaningful
relationships. The Church offers opportunities for
Transcendence, Significance and Fellowship, and in
their pursuit, we also serve and support the Church
and fully become members of the Body of Christ. To be
stewards of the faith we are also called to be stewards
of our local church which nurtures our faith and the
faith of others.
Stewardship is an act of faith. When we believe,
stewardship follows. Stewardship is faith in action;
action motivated by humble gratitude to God for his
blessings in our life. As Saint John tells us about all that
is written in his Gospel, “…these things are written that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31 NKJV).
“Stewardship is the offering to God as children of faith
rather than as hired servants. Children of God make
offerings to God as expression of authentic love, whereas,
hired servants simply fulfill legalistic duty. Christian
stewardship is a manifestation of our love for God through
the holistic offering of time, talent, and treasure to Him,
through Christ’s Holy Church. By this offering of love to our
Father in heaven, He further extends the healing experience
of His Church to His children, through Her ministry.”
(Father Luke Palumbis Taken from the Greek Orthodox Department of Stewardship)
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2020 Stewardship
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support the Parish and her Ministries, which in turn
support the National Ministries of our Archdiocese,
Metropolises, and institutions.
Effective stewardship ministry is not a single event or
project. Rather, it is going out to our people wherever
they are in their walk with Christ, listening to their
concerns, helping them to realize their importance as
branches of the True Vine and encouraging them to
offer their gifts in His service. We use various
resources to support our efforts, but unless we meet
with our people personally, sincerely listen to their
ideas and concerns, and share a vision for the future of
the parish, our efforts will not reach their full potential.
In Oriented Leadership their book on Orthodox
Christian leadership, Williams and McKibben define
stewardship as the call of the faithful to share willingly
the gifts that God has bestowed on them, including
sharing these gifts for God’s work. Stewardship is
devotion and service to God and His Church as
persons, as families, as a Parish, as a Metropolis, as a
National Church, and as the Church Universal.
Stewardship is our active commitment to use ALL our
time, talent and treasure for the benefit of humankind
in grateful acknowledgement of Christ’s redeeming
love.
Stewardship is caring for the needs of others.
Stewardship is offering one's self to God as He offered
Himself to us.

Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which
acknowledges accountability, reverence, and
responsibility before God. A primary goal of
Stewardship is to promote spiritual growth and
strengthen faith. Becoming a Steward begins when we
believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and
trust and act on those beliefs. As Stewards, we affirm
that every aspect of our lives comes as a gift from Him.
Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer
back to God a portion of the gifts with which they have
been blessed.
An Orthodox Christian Steward is an active participant
in the life of the Church. The parish encourages all who
accept the Orthodox Faith to become practicing
Stewards. Each year the Steward is expected to
carefully review his or her personal circumstances and
make a commitment of time, talent, and treasure to

Stewardship is what a person does after saying "I
believe..."
as
proof
of
that
belief.
- Williams and McKibben in Oriented Leadership
In the words of Fr. William Chiganos of Holy Apostles
Church in Westchester, Illinois, “…people don’t give to
need; they give to vision…. Church people don’t
stretch their giving because of need to meet the budget;
they give more because they are able to see a vision of
people being reached and God’s purposes being
accomplished in the life of the church and its
ministry.” Parishes with successful Orthodox Christian
Stewardship Programs have found that incredible
support is unleashed from Stewards who unselfishly
and joyfully offer their time, talent, and treasures,
which in turn enhances the spirituality and ministry of
the local parish.
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Metropolis News
EASTERN REGION BROTHERS IN LAW AND
SPIRIT ORDAINED, PRIESTS HONORED
On August 21, His Eminence
traveled to Reading to ordain thenDeacon Konstantinos Koutroubas
to the Holy Priesthood. Fr.
Konstantinos had served for multiple years as the pastoral assistant and (recently)
second deacon at the large community of the Eastern
region, and early in his tenure he married Evangelia
Palis, daughter of Fr. Nicholas and Pres. Irene Palis of
St. Nicholas Cathedral.
Three and one-half weeks later, His Eminence
returned to the Eastern region, first to “install” Fr.
Konstantinos as the new proistamenos for Holy Cross
GOC in Stroudsburg, PA, and then to ordain thenDeacon Theodosios Palis (son of Fr. Nicholas & Pres.
Irene, and younger brother to Pres. Evangelia
Koutroubas) to the Holy Priesthood. Fr. Theodosios
and Pres. Elizabeth have been associated with the
Annunciation GOC of Lancaster, PA, where he will
continue to serve as the second full-time clergyman.
He “installed” Fr. Konstantinos
in Stroudsburg because the
former pastor, Fr. Theodore
Petrides, had recently started a
tenure as the proistamenos of
Sts. Constantine & Helen in Reading, PA. Fr.
Theodore came to Reading following the retirement of
Fr. Thomas (Pres. Anne) Pappalas following his 35
year tenure as pastor of Sts. Constantine and Helen. A
beautiful retirement dinner was held in Reading on
Saturday, September 7, and during the Liturgy on
Sunday His Eminence “installed” Fr. Theodore as the
new proistamenos of the community—and he
elevated Fr. Theodore to the dignity of
Protopresbyter, in recognition of his many years of
service to the Archdiocese, Metropolis, and the
community of Holy Cross in Stroudsburg, (where he
was the proistamenos for more than half of the
parish’s history). Fr. Theodore has served as a
regional Vice President of the Metropolis Clergy
Syndesmos and in multiple positions, including
President, of the Hellenic College —Holy Cross Alumni Association, as well as a tireless volunteer for our
Metropolis Summer Camp program and Youth
ministries.

Following the ordination to the Priesthood of Fr.
Theodosios, His Eminence elected to honor the
proistamenos of the Annunciation Church of Lancaster—Fr. Hector Firoglanis—by elevating him to the
dignity of Economos. Fr. Hector and Pres. Katerina
have served as foreign missionaries, and he has been a
clergyman in Lancaster for over a dozen years
following his return from Albania. He has volunteered
as a member of the Summer Camp committee and as a
regional Vice President for the Metropolis Clergy
Syndesmos.

Y2AM UPCOMING EVENTS
Make plans now to attend!
 October 25-27 ~ Young Adult Fall Retreat
Weekend Camp Nazareth
 November 15-17 ~ Metropolis Folk Dance
Festival Holy Cross, Pittsburgh featuring the
Hellas Dancers from Clearwater, FL
 November 22-24 ~ Metropolis GOYA Fall
Retreat Camp Nazareth
 December 27-30 ~ OCF College Conference
Antiochian Village, Bolivar, PA For more
info: https://y2am.pittsburgh.goarch.org/

NATIONAL MISSIONS &
CONFERENCE: COLUMBUS OH

E VANGELISM

The Metropolis of Pittsburgh is hosting the next
National Missions & Evangelism Conference at
Annunciation Cathedral in Columbus, Feb. 3-5, 2020.
Featured presenters include Fr. Evan Armatas, Fr.
Theodore Dorrance, Fr. Aris Metrakos and Mr. Steve
Tibbs. The conference theme is 'Leading Change Toward
A Healthier Parish' and registration is open now at
www.goarch.org/evangelism2020. Space is limited.
Please
contact
Stacey
Stathulis
(staceys@pittsburgh.goarch.org) with any questions
you may have.

S UPPORT H IS E MINENCE
METROPOLIS MINISTRIES

AND

THE

It costs approximately $1,000 per day to operate our
Metropolis—including Metropolitan Savas’s pastoral
visitations, preparations for Summer Camp and GOYA
retreats, our vital registry (tracking marriages,
baptisms, chrismations, and deaths), and more. Please
consider sponsoring a day in the life of the Metropolis.
To contribute, visit https://pittsburgh.goarch.org/
support.
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College Conference 2019
December 27—30, 2019
Each year during Christmas Break, OCF’s College
Conference hosts hundreds of college students from
across North America for four days of fellowship, education, and prayer.
College Conference East is held at Antiochian Village
in Bolivar PA. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Timothy Patitsas, Assistant Professor of Ethics at the Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline Massachusetts and also teaches courses in Hellenic College. Three of his brothers are Orthodox
Christian priests, and Timothy has served in the longterm mission in South Korea.
Register at: https://www.ocf.net/events/cce19/

Evangeline Bozikis for tickets

ST. PAUL GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
4548 Wallings Road
North Royalton, OH 44133-3121
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