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Over 50 HOPE / JOY family members gathered this
on November 10th at church for a “Friendsgiving”
potluck dinner. The children also put together
hygiene bags for St. Herman’s House of Hospitality,
Focus Cleveland.
Many thanks to Niko & Angela Moulagiannis for
donating the turkey and to Dionysi & Elena Giatis for
donating the ham. We thank also all the other parents
for bringing the side dishes and dessert!
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GOYA Prosforo Making
A few of our GOYAns

gathered to make prosforo
and learn what the various
symbols on the seal
represent.

Thank you to Mark
and Erika Moundros
for spearheading this
project and to Father
Costas for his teaching.
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The following ministries are the lifeblood of our parish
and perform many activities to promote the growth of
our church. Your participation in these organizations
makes our community more spiritually complete.
Philoptochos
Coffee Socials
Festival
Messenger Editor
Welcome Committee
Choir Director
Cantor
Organist
Bookstore

Rhonee Trakas-Iula
Pam Sitter
Michael Lignos
John Trihas
Elaine Nackowiz
Helen Dadas
Vaso Boukis
Nicholas Bodle
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ST. PAUL FAMILY MINISTRY COMMISSION
Little Angels
HOPE / JOY
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OCF / College Ministry
Altar Boys
Religious Education
Bible Study

Women’s Study Group
Coffee & Conversation
VCS
Greek School
Greek Corner
PTO
Senior Fellowship
Hellenic Dance Director

Chairman
Erin Kubat
Father Costas
Father Costas
Maribeth Lekas
Alex Bodle
Maria Lovejoy
Toni Mannarino
Frank Chirakos
Father Costas Keares
Elaine Poulos
Kristine Tartara
Jonathan Tartara
Keli Paragios
Annoula Tsonton
Kathy Glaros
Maria Karlatiras
Esther Horwath
Maria Regan
Eleni Johnson

Deadline for all articles and Organization Minutes is
the 1st of the month. Please keep this in mind! Items
can be e-mailed to messenger@stpaulgoc.org.
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Like our
to keep up to date on the happenings of our parish. Even if you are not on Facebook, you can view our postings on the Home page
of our website.
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Pastoral Reflections by Father Costas
“What shall we offer you, O Christ,
who for our sake appeared on earth
as a human? Every creature made by
you offers you thanksgiving. The
angels offer you a hymn. The
heavens, a star. The magi, gifts. The shepherds, their
wonder. The earth, its cave. The wilderness, a
manger. And we offer to you a Virgin Mother.”
This beautiful hymn we sing during the Vespers of
Christmas reminds us of an essential part of the
Christmas celebration, and that part is the giving of
gifts. This is an essential, but not in the sense that most
of us think about it. From childhood, we dream of
Christmas because of all the gifts we will receive. Even
as we grow older, we take delight in offering our own
children many gifts.
Well, the essence of Christmas is about gifts, but first
and foremost, it is about the greatest gift that God
offered to the world—the gift of His Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ.
How the world has changed because of this
unfathomable gift! Of course, we still have wars and
violence, corruption and greed, illness and death; on
one hand, it seems like nothing has changed. And yet,
the most radical event in the history of the world has
occurred! God has entered the world in the person of
the child Jesus; He tasted every aspect of human life
except sin, including all the evil, hatred, jealousy,
anger, bitterness and death itself, and after
experiencing all that life had to offer, opened up a new
path for humanity to follow.
Through this gift of Jesus Christ, we now have a
concrete example of a perfect and holy life in the midst
of a corrupt world. Our Lord did not just teach about
love, but incarnated divine and unconditional love
both towards his neighbor, and even towards his
enemies. Jesus showed us that the greatest virtue in life
is to humbly serve and sacrifice for the other. We now
know very clearly the life we are called to live.
And the gift of Jesus not only set a perfect example for
us, but even more importantly, He delivered us from
our greatest fear and enemy - death itself. Christmas
Day begins a day for us Christians, it is the beginning
of our salvation because Christ came on earth for one
central purpose, to destroy the power of death by His
own death!
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As we make our way towards Christmas Day
shopping and buying presents for one another, let us
all pause to reflect upon the priceless gift that our
Heavenly Father has given to us and let us find ways
to express our sincere and wholehearted gratitude
back to Him.
The best way we can express our gratitude for the
priceless gift He is offering to us is by imitating in
return His generosity in giving gifts. And in order to
imitate Him, we must offer our best back to Him. We
are called to offer our very lives in humble service to
our fellow beings and to God Almighty.

Here lies the secret to a meaningful and blessed life.
True living comes through giving - of ourselves, of
our time, of our material possessions, of everything
we have. Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to
receive.” This summarizes the authentic spirit of
Christmas, which we are called to carry with us
throughout the year!
It is my prayer that all of you spend the Holy Days of
Christmas with your loved ones. May we all continue
to grow in our ability to give love, to give of ourselves
to those around us, and thus, to become one with our
Lord Jesus.
Merry Christmas, to all of you my beloved, Christ is
Born, Glorify Him!
Καλά καί ευλογιμένα Χριστούγεννα σε ολους. Χριστός
Γεννάτε, Δοξάσατε!
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Our Parish ~ Her Life & People
Baptisms
November 16th
Katherine Despina ~ daughter of
Niko and Marina (Tripodis) Papafil
Godparents ~ Alexis Gianopoulos
Niko Moutopoulos
November 17th
Kalliope ~ daughter of Manuel and Irene (Giannakos)
Alvarez
Godparents ~ Kyle and Maria Whitcre
November 24th
Alexandra Zoe ~ daughter of Jonathan and
Anna (Prasinos) Blair
Godparents ~ George and Maria Mastrosavas
Stefanos ~ son of Thomas and Koli (Stefanos) Storer
Godfather ~ John-Ryan Stefanos

Funerals
May Their Memory Be Eternal
November 20th

Virgina Salamalekis

We would be happy to announce a special occasion in this
column. All you need to do is notify the office at
440.237.8998 or messenger@stpaulgoc.org.
“All things are filled with joy today, for Christ is born of a
Virgin… All the angels in heaven greatly rejoice “Do not be
afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a
Savior has been born for you who is Christ the Lord. Luke
2:13-14today, the whole creation leaps with joy, for the Savior and Lord is born in Bethlehem.”

W

Hymns from the Christmas Service

e would like to take this opportunity to
recognize ALL our advertisers who
support the printing of our monthly
publication, The Messenger. Please take a moment to
see what our advertisers have to offer and patronize
their businesses throughout the year.

We invite you to join us…

Adult Sunday Catechism
Immediately following Holy Communion
in the Teen Room
Classes resume JANUARY 12, 2020
Our Current Book:
Orthodoxy: A Creed for Today
by Father Anthony M. Coniaris
There is no doubt that we need inspiration. We need
it daily. We need it to survive. But Christianity is
more than inspiration. It is also knowledge. It is also
truth that needs to be learned and assimilated into
our lives. “This is eternal life to know God and Jesus
Christ whom he has sent.”
This book is not written by a theologian for
theologians, but by a parish priest for lay people. The
chapters on the various articles of the Nicene Creed
are both instructional and inspirational. It is a book
that may be read profitably by all Orthodox lay
people. It is published with a prayer that the Holy
Spirit may use it to awaken us to the priceless deposit
of divine truth that resides in our Orthodox faith.

Women’s Study Group
Tuesday morning’s from 10:00 – 11:30 AM
Our current Book:
“Confronting and Controlling Thoughts,
According to the Fathers of the Philokalia”
by Anthony M. Coni aris
Orthodox spirituality places great emphasis on the
nous (mind) and the thoughts (logismoi) that the mind
produces. It does so because everything we do begins
in our mind with a thought. “For as he thinks in his
heart, so is he,” we read in Proverbs 23:7.
The study draws on the writings of the “Philokalia”,
(“love of the beautiful”) which is an anthology of
spiritual writings by church fathers, ranging from the
fourth to the fifteenth centuries.
Since the average person experiences 4000 thoughts
each day, the experiences of these Fathers over a
period of over 1000 years have much to teach about
confronting and controlling thoughts.

Classes RESUME January 14, 2020!
We hope to see you there!
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HOPE / JOY (Pre-school—6th grade)
~ We encourage all HOPE / JOY families to attend
Breakfast with St. Nicholas on Sunday,
December 8th after Liturgy and Sunday School.
There will be craft stations for each child during
the breakfast. Make your reservations today!!!
~ Mark your calendar for the annual diving for the
cross on Sunday January 5th from 3:00—5:00 p.m.
at the Seven Hills Rec Center. See flyer on back
cover for more details.

GOYA (7th—12th grade)
~ Our next meeting will be held on Saturday,
December 7th immediately at the home of our
GOYA treasurer, Lance Trihas. Sign up at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a44ada622a5fb6stpaul. See flyer on this page for details.

~ GOYA will begin accepting a $15 donation to
include your household name in the Community
Christmas card. See one of our GOYAns during the
coffee social, complete the form on this page of, or
on our website.
~ Basketball practice continues on Tuesday evenings
from 6:30—8:00 p.m. and on Saturday mornings
from 10:00 a.m.—noon. Please respond to the
REMIND notices so that we many confirm the
number of attendees.
~ St. Demetrios Rocky River is hosting a dance for all
GOYAns on December 13. The theme is “Jersey
Shore” ~ wear your best semi-casual sports jersey!
Cost is $15/GOYAn with a hospitality room
availble for parents. See the flyer on page 20 for
details.
~ A mini-tournament will be hosted by St Demetrios
Rocky River on December 14th with games
beginning at 8:00 a.m. Look for more information to
come. Remember, GOYAns are NOT permitted to
drive themselves.

Mitten Tree
The ‘mitten tree’ will once again be up
through December collecting donations of
hats, mittens, scarves, and gloves to be
distributed to needy families in the area by
Daughters of Penelope Erinys Chapter 355.
Any donation you are able to provide
would be greatly appreciated.
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~Maria Lovejoy
Sunday School Director

December is a busy time for our Sunday School, but a
good busy! We have begun rehearsing for our
Christmas Pageant starting from the youngest to the
oldest. The younger students met in November to
practice their song and will continue to practice in class
with their teachers each Sunday. In addition, the
Readers and the Main Cast practiced their parts and
now it’s time to come together. Below are the two dates
in which we will be practicing as a group. PLEASE
make every effort to be in church on these Sundays.
DECEMBER 1 – Christmas Pageant Practice; classes
will be shortened.
DECEMBER 8 – Christmas Pageant Final Run; classes
will be shortened.
DECEMBER 8 – ST. NICHOLAS GIFT GIVING - All
students are asked to participate in our annual St.
Nicholas Gift Giving to help the less fortunate children
in our North Royalton community – all parishioners
are welcomed to help as well. Students are asked to
bring a wrapped gift LABELED with GENDER – BOY/
GIRL and AGE of the intended recipient. Please place
the gifts in our church’s baptistery area and Julie
Montemarano will deliver them to the North Royalton
Hunger Center.
DECEMBER 8 – ST. NICHOLAS BREAKFAST – All
families are encouraged to attend our annual Breakfast
with St. Nicholas sponsored by our St. Paul Ladies
Philoptochos. Enjoy breakfast with friends and family,
make a craft, and visit with a “Special Guest!” Please
be mindful and make your reservations in advance.
DECEMBER 15 – CHRISTMAS PAGEANT – Our
students are very excited to perform a “new”
Christmas play for our parish at the end of Divine
Liturgy. If you’re able to help with costumes, setting
up props, lining up our Readers, and Non-Speaking
Parts Cast, please see Maria Lovejoy.
DECEMBER 22 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
DECEMBER 24 – CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – Please
make every effort to attend Liturgy on Christmas Eve
and/or Christmas morning. Christmas Eve’s service
begins at 5:00 p.m. and is a beautiful service to attend
as a family - even with your youngest child. Please
keep in mind that attending “special” services is ALSO

a part of your child's religious education and only
YOU can set the foundations and the importance of
including worship at these “special” services.
Therefore, we invite you to “Come and See” and
“Glorify our Lord.”
DECEMBER 25 – CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!
DECEMBER 29 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
JANUARY 5 – CLASSES RESUME AND VASILOPITA
SUNDAY – Students will celebrate Vasilopita Sunday
in their individual classrooms starting with a prayer.
They will also be recognized and awarded for their attendance for the first half of the year by their teachers.
As a side note, we would like to thank Joanna Kokkas
for donating some craft supplies that have already
been put to good use.
Also as a reminder, December’s Gift of the Holy Spirit
is PATIENCE. Please keep this in mind as you go
through the hustle-and-bustle of the Christmas season.
If you make CHRIST the CENTER of your life, then
patience will follow.
On behalf of our St. Paul Sunday School staff, students,
and volunteers, we wish everyone a blessed Christmas
and a happy and safe New Year.
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Greek School News
~ Kathy Glaros
Greek School Superintendent

The last month of the year has arrived!
December is a very sacred month. A month of waiting,
filled with many activities and events that lead us to
our most precious day, the birth of Jesus.
St. Paul Greek School has many events to celebrate in
the month of December.
Our annual Christmas Program will be held in church
on December 15th following Divine Liturgy. Our
children will be singing to you in Greek various
Christmas carols, songs and poems. We look forward
to having you join us in this special celebration.
December marks the end of the first grading period.
During the past three months we’ve accomplished
several tasks, including student enrollment in the
appropriate grade, P.T.O meetings, OXI Day, and
participation in the Greek Language Festival.
Parent-teacher conferences will be held on Monday
December 16th
from 5:30 to 7:30 PM. During
conference, parents are informed about student school
performance, share their thoughts, and work together
to meet the individual needs of the students. Report
cards are sent home with PARENTS only. I encourage
everyone to attend.
While conferences are being held, students along with
help from P.T.O and parents, will learn to make
Koulourakia, their most beloved experience.
We will be on Christmas break on Monday, December
23rd with classes resuming on Monday January 6, 2020.
Thank you for your continued support as we come to
the end of 2019. We look forward to another successful
year.
On behalf of St. Paul Geek School, I wish you all a very
blessed and joyous Christmas and all the best of a
Happy and Healthy New
Year!

Hellenic Dancers
~ Eleni Johnson, Dance Director
This year’s fall dance season has been extremely busy,
encouraging and fruitful for our dancers!
November 16 & 17 our sister parish of Holy Cross
Pittsburgh held the annual Diocese of Pittsburgh Folk
Dance Festival! The event was a great success as we
learned new dances from a competitive team from
Clearwater, Florida, we watched performances from
our sister parishes and had the opportunity to catch
up with camp friends! 220 dancers from the diocese
participated and I am so happy we were able to take a
group of dancers and instructors to learn new dances
which will help grow our program!
Also, November 29 we had the great privilege of our
kids dancing at the pregame show at a CAVS game
celebrating Greek Night! For the first time we
combined our Junior and Senior Dance groups into
one large group and danced on the court! Thirty-nine
of our dancers participated in this event (spanning in
age from 8 -18)! We surely entertained all the Greeks
that filled the arena that night! BRAVO St Paul Senior
and Junior Dancers; you worked hard with so many
extra practices and a new song and you can really
entertain!!
We take the month of December off and start up
practices again in January as our schedule starts to
pick up a little!
On behalf of all instructors, we wish all of our dance
families a very Merry Christmas and much heath and
happiness in 2020!!
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Philoptochos News
~ Rhonee Trakas Iula
Philoptochos President

DECEMBER 8TH BREAKFAST WITH ST. NICHOLAS
Our annual Breakfast With St. Nicholas will take place
on Sunday, December 8th. Please see Stephanie Ocker
if you would like to attend or assist with this breakfast
event.

DECEMBER 8TH CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE
Mary Pagonakis’ team of bakers created a
multitude of goodies this year for our
Christmas Bake Sale. Pre-orders can be made through
our website (https://www.stpaulgoc.org/) and at the
Philoptochos table. Kourambethes, Paximadia, Koulourakia, candy, and sweet bread will be for sale on
December 8th and 15th. Get your orders in before supplies run out!

DECEMBER 10TH CHRISTMAS
CONNECTING AT CHRISTMAS

DINNER

~

Pam Sitter and Kathy Savas are preparing for
our Philoptochos Christmas Dinner. It will
take place at our Hellenic Center - 6:00 PM.
Make your $25 reservation at the Philoptochos
table (Sundays), mail to the church, or through our
website https://www.stpaulgoc.org/.

WE APPRECIATE YOU!
SALUTE TO VETERANS
Georgia Gallagher and her team, did a beautiful job
decorating the hall for our November 10th Salute To
Veterans coffee social. We appreciate everyone who
brought food and donated towards our
commemorative book. Philoptochos was able to donate
to American Legion Hellenic Post 453.

BAKING CLASS – NOVEMBER 18
Our Philoptochos sponsored another successful baking
class. Under the instruction of Dea Phillips and Eleni
Gugliotta, they taught 36 participants how to make
BOUGATSA. Thank you Dea and Eleni for their
time, talent, and sharing their yummy recipe; to our
attendees for always supporting this wonderful
ministry;
to
Mark
Eakman
and
Michael Sfekas for always lending a helping hand at
our classes.

MEETING HOSTESSES
Our November meeting was sponsored by Mary
Paganokis, Tessie Lekas, Christine Dopoulos, and

Clara Daniels. Thank you for your refreshments and
decorations. Please contact Ellie Pantazoglou
(elliep202@att.net) if you would like to be a meeting
hostess. Our next meeting will be held on February 11th.

JOIN OUR TEAM
Eleni Gugliotta is accepting new memberships, and
renewals. Use PayPal, send your donation to the
church, or give your generous stewardship donation
to Eleni/one of our Philoptochos Table Ambassadors
on Sundays.
$25 (for National / Metropolitan Philoptochos
commitments)
+ $__ (remains in our local chapter)
Thank you for helping us help those in need.

COFFEE SOCIAL SPONSORS NEEDED
Sponsor a Sunday Coffee Social by contacting Pam
Sitter 440.724.5746 psitter@yahoo.com. Coffee, finger
food, cookies, and fruit is welcome for Sunday coffee
socials.

OCF - ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Maribeth Lekas (mbleka@aol.com), and Mary Steve
(mrysteve@yahoo.com), are still accepting new
Freshman college students addresses. This will allow
Philoptochos to send a care package to these students.
Visit www.ocf.net/chapters/find-a-chapter/ to
discover chapter meeting information for your college
students.

AFGHAN MINISTRY
Maria Lovejoy (chrisaria@msn.com), or Maribeth
Lekas (mbleka@aol.com), can provide patterns and
supplies for any afghans you wish to make. All
afghans should be knitted/crocheted in washable
yarn. (Baby 30” x 36“ and Adult 40” x 48“).

DECEMBER 2019
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Christmas Decorations
for our Church
Honor your loved ones or commemorate
your departed ones by contributing
towards the poinsettias and other
decorations, which decorate our Church
during the Christmas Season.
PLEASE PRINT
Donated by ___________________________

I would like to donate $
(

) in memory of; or

(

) for the health of:

______________________________________
______________________________________
Return the above form to the church office
4548 Wallings Road
North Royalton, OH 44133
or make donation on our website
https://www.stpaulgoc.org/

Veteran’s Day Salute

Thank you to the veteran’s of
our community for their
service to our country
(pictured above). A special
coffee social was sponsored by
Philoptochos in honor of our
veterans.
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2020 Epiphany Home Blessings
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Please note that Father Costas will be visiting homes
according to the schedule below:
Wednesday January 8
Thursday January 9

North Royalton /Hinckley /
Strongsville /Brunswick

Friday
Saturday

January 10 Parma
January 11 Parma

Monday

January 13 Parma Hts/Middleburg Hts

On January 5th, we will celebrate the Eve of the Feast
day of Epiphany with a Vesperal Divine Liturgy
followed by the Blessing of the Waters. The Baptism
of Christ in the River Jordan on January 6th by St. John
The Baptist presents us with a great mystery of God:
“He who is the Master off all is baptized by a servant, and
He gives mankind cleansing through water.” As part of
our Orthodox Christian tradition, we have our homes
blessed following these services.

Tuesday

January 14 Brecksville / Broadview Hts.

What is a House Blessing?
In celebration of Theophany, Orthodox Christians
invite Christ not only into their hearts, but also their
homes, and we call upon Him to bring the blessings
of the Jordan into our daily lives. We do this by
having the priest bless our homes with the Holy
water from the service of Theophany, offering prayers
for our health, our family and the Lord’s abundant
blessings in the coming year.

Address

What do I need to do?
Consult the list on this page to find out when Father
Costas will be visiting your area. Before he arrives at
your home for the blessing, prepare on a table a deep
bowl of water, a candle, a censor (Father will bring
one with him in case you don’t have one) , and a list
of names of all the Christians in your household.
Please note, when father arrives at your home, turn
off the TV set and radio, and have everyone stand in
reverence for the brief service. Everyone is welcome
to participate in this service by singing the responses
with Father Costas.
In order to better serve those who wish to have their
homes blessed, we ask that you communicate with
our parish office by doing one of the following by
Thursday, January 2nd:
1) Call the office at (440) 237-8998
2) Fill out the form on our parish website at
www.stpaulgoc.org
3) Complete and return the form on this page to
the parish office.

Wednesday January 15 Seven Hills / Independence
For areas not covered on the above list, Father will
call to set an appointment once he receives your
form requesting a house blessing. All appointment
days and times are confirmed by Father before he
arrives.
Name

Zip Code
Phone Number
Please check one:
Morning

Afternoon

Evening

SCHEDULE OF CHRISTMAS SERVICES
(per Metropolis directions)

CHRISTMAS EVE

Tuesday, December 24th
10:00 AM ~ Royal Hours of Christmas
5:00 PM ~ Vesperal Liturgy (*)

CHRISTMAS DAY

Wednesday, December 25th

8:15 AM ~ Orthros
9:30 AM ~ Divine Liturgy (*)

~~~~~~~~~~~~
SCHEDULE OF EPIPHANY SERVICES
ROYAL HOURS OF EPHIPANY

Friday, January 3rd

10:00 AM ~ Royal Hours

EVE OF EPIPHANY

Sunday, January 5th

8:15 AM ~ Orthros
9:30 AM ~ Liturgy (*) w/blessing of water
7:00 PM ~ Great Vespers of Epiphaniy

EPIPHANY

Monday, January 6th

8:30 AM ~ Orthros
9:30 AM ~ Divine Liturgy (*) w/blessing of water
(*) Indicates

when Holy Communion will be offered
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2019

SUN
1
14th

Sunday of
Luke

MON

St Paul Greek Orthodox Church ~ North Royalton OH

TUE

WED

3

4

5

6

5:30 PM
Greek School

6:30 PM
GOYA BB
practice

6:00 PM
Stewardship
Committee

7:00 PM
Bible Study

8:30 AM
Orthros

11

12

Father on Vacation Nov 27—Dec 2

7:00 PM
Home
Committee mtg.

8 10th Sunday of 9

10

Luke

6:30 PM
GOYA BB
practice

5:30 PM

 Parish Council Greek School
Elections
 Breakfast with
St Nicholas
 St Nicholas
Gift Giving
 Philoptochos
Bake sale

16

17

5:30 PM
Greek School

6:30 PM
GOYA BB
practice

23

24

Sunday before
Nativity

29
Sunday after
Nativity

SAT
7
10:30 AM
GOYA Brunch at
the Trihas home

13

14

8:00 PM
GOYA Dance at
St Demetrios
Rocky River

8:00 AM
GOYA Mini BB
Tournament at St
Demetrios Rocky
River

20

21

7:00 PM
Bible Study
7:00 PM
Parish Council
Christmas
gathering and
meeting

Sunday School
and Greek
School Programs

22

St Spyridon

9:30 AM
Liturgy

6:00 PM
Philoptochos
Christmas
Dinner

St Nicholas

7:00 PM
9:30 AM
Great Vespers at Liturgy
St Nicholas
Lorain

8:30 AM
Orthros

4:00 PM
Pan Orthodox
Nativity Concert
St Demetrios
11th Sunday of
Luke

FRI

2

12:00 PM
Greek Corner

15

THU

18

10:00 AM
GOYA BB
practice

7:00 PM
Bible Study

25

10:00 AM
Royal Hours of
Christmas

30

19

26

Holy Nativity
8:15 AM
Orthros

27

28
10:00 AM
GOYA BB
practice

5:00 PM
9:30 AM
Vesperal Liturgy Liturgy
Office Closed

31

New Year’s
Eve

CHURCH SERVICES
ALL SUNDAYS:
8:15 AM
Orthros

9:30 AM For a complete listing of all our
Liturgy Parish Ministry events, visit
o u r
w e b s i t e
a t
Sunday School follows Holy
www.stpaulgoc.org/calendar
Communion
and click on calendar.
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2020

SUN

MON

St Paul Greek Orthodox Church ~ North Royalton OH

TUE

CHURCH SERVICES ~
ALL SUNDAYS:
8:15 AM 9:30 AM
Orthros Liturgy
Sunday School follows Holy
Communion

WED

3

Our Lord
St Basil the Great

10:00 AM
Royal Hours of
Theophany

8:30 AM
Orthros

Theophany of 7 St John the
Our Lord
Baptist

8

Vasilopita
Sunday

8:30 AM
Orthros

8:30 AM
Orthros

House Blessings
Begin

3:00 PM
HOPE / JOY
Cross Dive

9:30 AM
Liturgy

9:30 AM
Liturgy

5:30 PM
Greek School

7:00 PM
Home
Committee mtg.

13

14

5:30 PM
Greek School

10:00 AM
Women’s Study
Group

Sunday after
Epiphany
Adult Catechism
Classes Resume

12th

Sunday of
Luke
5:00 PM
Service of the
Unborn at St
Matthew North
Royalton

26
15th Sunday of
Luke

4
10:00 AM
Metropolis
Athletic Seminar

9

10

11

16

17

18

7:00 PM
Parish Council
meeting

15

Anthony the
Great
8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy

12:30 PM
Baptism

19

SAT

11:00 AM
Baptism

9:30 AM
Liturgy

Epiphany

12

FRI

1Circumcision of 2

5 Sunday before 6

7:00 PM
Great Vespers

THU

Metropolis GOYA Basketball
Tournament ~ Location TBA

20

21

5:30 PM
Greek School

10:00 AM
Women’s Study
Group

27

28

5:30 PM
Greek School

10:00 AM
Women’s Study
Group

22

23

24

29

30

31

25

Three Hierarchs
8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy
Metropolis GOYA Basketball
Tournament ~ Location TBA

DECEMBER 2019

Featured in our Bookstore
MY DAILY ORTHODOX PRAYER BOOK
~ CLASSIC ORTHODOX PRAYERS FOR
EVERY NEED
Classic Orthodox prayers for every occasion
and need. Through the centuries the Holy
Spirit has inspired countless Church Fathers and saints
to compose magnificent prayers that are now readily
available for personal or family use in this handy
pocket-size volume. Includes sections on Praying the
Daily Hours; Preparation for Confession; Prayers
Before and After Communion; Establishing a Daily
Rule of Prayer; Morning and Evening Prayers; Prayers
for Children; Prayers for the Sick and the Departed; etc.

GOODNIGHT JESUS
Goodnight Jesus is a sweet, gentle story that
acknowledges all the people we know and
love as nighttime draws near and bedtime
kisses are given to everyone from saints to
siblings. What better way than through a kiss to say
goodbye to the day?

O RTHODOXY AND H ETERODOXY :
FINDING THE WAY TO CHRIST IN A
COMPLICATED RELIGIOUS LANDSCAPE
This new edition of the bestselling Orthodoxy
& Heterodoxy is fully revised and significantly expanded. Major new features include a full chapter
on Pentecostalism and the Charismatic movements,
an expanded epilogue, and a new appendix (How and
Why I Became an Orthodox Christian). More detail and
more religions and movements have been included,
and the book is now addressed broadly to both Orthodox and non-Orthodox, making it even more sharable
than before.

THE CROSS AND THE STAG: THE
INCREDIBLE ADVENTURES OF ST.
EUSTATHIUS
He lost his wealth. He lost his family. He
lost his station. He endured it all, to gain everything.
Roman Commander Placidas was a man of great power and influence. He and his family wanted for little,
yet he knew there had to be more to life. Once baptized
into the Christian faith as Eustathius, he faced trials
beyond anything he had ever experienced on the battlefield. His faith was challenged, but that same faith
gained him eternal life. Meet this great man in Ancient
Faith Publishing's first graphic novel - the first in
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our Among the Saints series - written to inspire both
children and adults.

THE FESTIVE FAST: A GUIDE TO OLIVE
OIL AND VEGETARIAN CUISINE

Sarakostiana, Greek meatless cooking in the
Eastern Orthodox Tradition. 372 of the
superb Greek Lenten recipes recorded for
the first time in written form. Measurements in
kilograms and pounds/ounces.

Η Ελληνική Γωνιά
Γράφει η Μαρία Καρλατήρα ( Μαράκι )

Αγαπητοί μου φίλοι καλό μας
μήνα. Νά που βρισκόμαστε και
στον τελευταίο μήνα του 2019. Σε
λίγες ημέρες χαρούμενα θα σημάνουν και πάλι οι
καμπάνες, γιά ν’ αναγγείλουν το μεγάλο γεγονός της
εναθρωπίσεως του ΣΩΤΗΡΑ ΜΑΣ και ΘΕΟΥ ΜΑΣ
ΙΗΣΟΥ ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥ. Ο Πανάγαθος και Παντοδύναμος
ΔΗΜΙΟΥΡΓΟΣ του κόσμου, θέλησε να σώσει την
ανθρωπότητα από το σκοτάδι και την αμαρτία,
στέλνοντας τον μονάκριβο Υιό Του, να διδάξει τις πιό
τρανές αλήθειες και τέλος το παράδειγμα της Θυσίας
Του. Αυτού λοιπόν Του Μεγάλου Σωτήρα τη γέννηση
θα εορτάσουμε πολύ σύντομα.
Τι Θαύμα ! Τι μεγαλείο ! Πόσο ανεξερεύνητες και
ανεξιχνίαστες είναι οι βουλές Του Κυρίου!
Πόσο
υπέροχα και μεγάλα είναι τα έργα Του! Μά και πόσο
φωτεινές είναι οι διδασκαλίες Του! Π.χ. όπως ότι << οι
αξίες δεν βρίσκοντε στα πλούτη και στην πολυτέλεια,
ούτε στους τίτλους και στις μεγάλες θέσεις >>... Αλλά,
όλες οι αξίες βρίσκοντε στην ΨΥΧΗ. Ναί φίλοι μου
όλοι οι άνθρωποι πάντα θα εορτάζουν την
ΓΕΝΝΗΣΗ ΤΟΥ ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥ, και όλοι οι λαοί της γής
κάθε χρόνο θα υμνολογούν τον ΘΕΟ της ΕΙΡΗΝΗΣ.
Και οι καλαντιστές, με τους λόγιους στίχους τους, θα
καλαντίζουν με τα διάφορε κάλαντα. Ένας τεράστιος
πλούτος μελωδίας , υμνώντας το Θαύμα της Γέννησης
του Θεανθρώπου.
Αγαπητοί μου, τελειώνοντας και το τελευταίο κείμενο
του 2019, εύχομαι σε όλους σας, το γλυκό βρέφος της
Βηθλεέμ, να φέρει στον καθένα σας υγεία, ευτυχία, και
να εκπληρωθεί κάθε επιθυμία σας, κάθε όνειρο και
κάθε ελπίδα σας. Μέ το καλό το νέο έτος .
Εγώ πάντα σας περιμένω κάθε πρώτη Κυριακή του
μήνα, να τα πούμε και από κοντά.
Καλή αντάμωση το 2020 στο νέο μας ραντεβού.
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R

emember the homebound of our community
during the Christmas Season. What can you
do? Send a card, call them, send flowers, or
more importantly visit them. Your small efforts in
doing any of the above would mean the world to
them.

THE MESSENGER
Emanuel Leon
1053 Iroquois Run / Macedonia 44056-1232
330.908.1995
Helen Maropis (Sunrise of Parma)
7766 Broadview Rd / Parma 44134
Dimitria Minartzis (Accord Care Community)
7250 Old Oak Blvd. #607
Middleburg Hts. 44130-3341
440.243.7888

Angela Alex (Danbury Senior Living)
9500 Broadview Rd / Broadview Heights 44147
440.596.3047

Anna Petsas
6533 Liberty Bell Dr Apt 16D / Brook Park 44142-3541
216.265.0292

Mary Anastos (Jennings of Brecksville)
8736 Brecksville Rd #311 / Brecksville, 44141
216.581.2900 X5525

Gust & Dorothy Poulos (Sunrise of Parma)
7766 Broadview Rd / Parma 44134

Elaine Carvaines (in Nursing Home)
174 Greenward Way / North Olmsted 44070-5726
440.716.9848
Ifigenia Chrysanthus
2502 Park Drive / Parma 44134-4714
440.845.1174
Elizabeth Delsander (Renaissance of Richfield)
3975 Everett Rd / Richfield 44286
Penny Demopoulos (Mount Alverna Village)
6765 State Road, Room 307-2 / Parma 44134
440.843.7800
Lucia Geralis (Brookdale Medina South)
100 High Point Dr / Medina 44256
Eleanor Hovanec (Athenian Assisted Living)
12799 Doula Ln Apt 311 / North Royalton 44133-1020
Christine Kiriazis
2560 Dorset Dr / Seven Hills 44131-1809
216.524.9022
Helen Koumounduros (Northeast Care Center)
12627 York Road Alpha 1 / North Royalton 44133
440.582.4694
Julie Langos (Manor of Grande Village)
2610 East Aurora Road, Room 207 / Twinsburg 44086
330.486.6107

Kathy Trakas
6924 Brettin Dr / Independence 44131-6543
216.524.2114
Kathy Trihas (Park Creek Center)
10064 N Church Dr / Parma Hts. 44130

Mary Vasilakis
c/o 2070 Marshfield Blvd / Westlake OH 44145
Father Costas will bring Holy Communion to all the
homebound parishioners listed above during the Christmas
Season. If there are any other individuals who would like to
receive Holy Communion anytime during the year and are
not able to come to church, please call the office at
440.237.8998.
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A Christmas Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, you have come so
many times to us and found no resting
place. Forgive us for our overcrowded
lives, our vain haste and our
preoccupation with self. Come again,
O Lord, and though our hearts are a jumble of voices,
and our minds overlaid with many fears, find a place
however humble, where You can begin to work Your
wonder as you create peace and joy within us.
If in some hidden corner, in some out-of-the-way spot,
we can clear away the clutter, and shut out the noise
and darkness, come be born again in us, and we shall
kneel in perfect peace with the wisest and humblest of
people.
Help us enter into this Christmas celebration with
humility, with joy, and most of all with a desire to
discover You anew! Yes Lord, give us a Christmas
from within, that we may share it from without, on all
sides, all around us, wherever there is a need.
God help us, every one, to share the blessings of Jesus
Christ with others, in whose name we keep Christmas
holy. AMEN.

From the Great Vespers of Christmas
“Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us
proclaim the present mystery by which
the partition has been broken and the
flaming sword withheld: now shall the
Cherubim let us all come to the Tree of
Life. As for me, I am returning to the bliss of Paradise
whence I had been driven by the original
disobedience. Behold, the Image of the Father has
taken the form of a servant! He has come down to us
from a Mother all-pure, and yet He has remained
unchanged: He has remained true God as He was
before, and has taken on Himself what He had not
been, becoming Man out of His love for humanity.
Wherefore, let us raise our voices in hymns and sing:
"O God who was born of the Virgin, O our God, have
mercy on us!"
“Heaven and earth are united today, for Christ is
born! Today God has come upon earth and we have
gone up to heaven. Today all can see the One is who
by nature invisible. Let us give glory and praise Him.”

Why Did God Become Man?
Fr. Anthony Coniaris
Why did God choose to come to us in
person? What were the reasons that
compelled Him to visit us? They must
have been awfully important reasons to
make God empty Himself and take the
form of a servant. Couldn’t He have sent someone
else? Couldn’t He have ordered an angel or an
archangel to come? Why did the Lord of the Universe
Himself have to come?

We see an indication of why God would ultimately
come to earth in the Old Testament, when we hear God
say, “I have seen the affliction of my people and heard
their cry… for I know their sorrows and sufferings and
trials. And I have come down to deliver them” (Ex 3:7 -8)
God came because He cared. He came in order to
deliver us from the slavery of sin and death. He came
because He loved us! We can summarize this best by
quoting the Evangelist John “For God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him will not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send His Son to condemn
the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through Him.”
We do not believe in an absent God, an invisible,
intangible, eternally elusive God. We believe in a God
who, when humanity fell into the ocean of sin and was
drowning, did not just stay in heaven and shout
directions on lifesaving, but who jumped into the
ocean to save us. We believe in a God who intervenes
in our lives.
We believe in a God who came to seek and save the
lost; who came not to be served but to serve; who came
to give us the abundant life; who came as light that
whoever believes in Him may not remain in darkness,
who came not to judge the world but to save it!
Jesus Christ came at Christmas. He comes again this
Christmas. He comes each day, waiting to enter into
our lives!
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OCTOBER 16, 2019 MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by President,
Stephanie Ocker at 6:40 PM.

INVOCATION
Given by Rev. Father P. Costas Keares.

ROLL CALL
☒
☐
☒
☒
☒
☒
☒
☒

Father Costas Keares
Asmis, Nicholas
Bodle, Chris
Bodle, Georgiann
Contoveros, Paul
Colovas, Anthone
Dadas, Alex
Elliott, John

☒
☐
☒
☐
☒
☒
☒
☐

Kokkas, Ted
Kouvaras, Jason
Ocker, Stephanie
Parianos, Nicolas
Rokakis, Andy
Tartara, Jonathan
Trakas-Iula, Rhonee
Wendland Porter, Jean

MINUTES ~ Chris Bodle moved to accept the

C. Net Income – favorable variance $193,896
D. Full report on file
GOYA over budget on gym rental by $800 by year-end.
($50/hour last year but the rental fee was increased to
$75/hour). Proposed 2020 budget adjusted to reflect
the increased fee.

CLERGY REPORT (Father Costas) ~ Youth activities GOYA and HOPE/JOY having events. Gathering
information to plan for 2020 Clergy-Laity.

FAMILY MINISTRY (John Elliott) ~ No report. Next
meeting date TBD. Rhonee Trakas-Iula discussed the
“Men Who Cook” fundraiser hosted by the
Philoptochos on October 26th from 5-8 PM. Tickets are
$25 in advance/$30 at the door. Currently, 21 chefs
participating. Portion of the proceeds to benefit Camp
Cheerful. Encouraged everyone to buy tickets and
encourage friends and family to attend.

HOME COMMITTEE / CATERING / LEASING (Visitors

September 19, 2019 minutes. Tony Colovas seconded.
Approved. Incorrect version of the June 12, 2019
minutes published in The Messenger. Retraction with
approved June minutes will be published in the next
Messenger. Process is in place to sign the final,
approved minutes. Going forward, Parish Council
President will verify final, signed version is in The
Messenger prior to publishing.

John Trihas & Mike Lignos reporting for Nick Parianos) ~ Tuck pointing and sealing recommended – bid
from Tuck & Seal – includes tuck pointing, sealing of
entire building including Church and Hellenic Center,
brick repair, lintel replacement with one-year
warranty. John Elliott moved to approve not to exceed
amount of $36,000. Tony Colovas seconded. Motion
passed.

CORRESPONDENCE

Request for approval on purchase of additional paint
to finish painting (includes staining doors, dome over
exonarthex inside and out, light poles). John Elliott
moved to approve not to exceed amount of $5,000;
Tony Colovas seconded. Motion passed.

▪ Presbytera Nicole sent a thank you letter for taking
care of registration for Metropolis Clergy-Laity and
National Presbyteres’ Retreat. She learned and
brought back a lot of interesting, valuable information to benefit our community.
▪ Received letter from National Forum of Greek
Orthodox Church Musicians requesting a donation.
Paul Contoveros moved to donate $125; Tony
Colovas seconded. Motion passed.
▪ Received letter from St. Matthew Antiochian
Orthodox Church for donation to their campaign to
rebuild after the fire. Pavers start at $250 and the
Church’s name will be engraved on the paver. Tony
Colovas moved to donate $250. Rhonee Trakas-Iula
seconded. Motion passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT (Chris Bodle) ~
August YTD financial statements:
A. Revenue - favorable variance $115,455
B. Expense - favorable variance $78,442

John Elliott provided an update on the Reserve Study initial Property Condition Assessment Report received
– detailed, comprehensive report (200+ pages with
photos) – need to respond to several questions to
finalize. High level overview: Immediate repairs
needed – $53,525 (includes rooftop air conditioning
units that need immediate replacement). Reserve study
over a 12-year period (major items include finishing
the parking lot and replacement of the elevator).
Recommended separating church building and
Hellenic Center needs from the rental houses. Once
final report is received, the Home Committee will
review and submit recommendations.
Modifications to be made to the gate to meet fire safety
standards.
Showtime Sound Company bid (approved at the last
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meeting) – Home Committee was unable to obtain the
proper insurance evidence from this vendor so will not
be able to hire them.
Contacted person who
constructed St. Demetrios’ sound system – currently
reviewing requirements with them – if bid amount is
higher than previously approved amount, will
re-submit to Parish Council for approval.

THE MESSENGER
WAYS

AND MEANS (Stephanie Ocker reporting for
Jason Kouvaras) ~ No report.

OLD BUSINESS
AUDIT REPORT – Thal Makroglou presented the

2nd. Reviewed Parish Survey comments – theme –
people looking to do more outreach, philanthropic
initiatives. Email to the parish sent on 10/10 to ask for
ideas.

Audit Committee Report. Reviewed 2018 financial
statements. P&L-satisfactory – no findings. Balance
sheet – 2 exceptions – (1) Item previous auditors also
identified - Construction-in-progress-s/b a fixed asset still running through P&L $812,412 should be
re-classified-allocation to Archdiocese wouldn’t
change. (2) Difference of $10,636 when trying to
reconcile CY17 to CY18-need to research and reconcile
the item. Everything else was stated properly.

November 17th – Stewardship Sunday – Stewardship
Committee will host a complimentary pancake
breakfast – Frank Langos generously volunteered to
cook – needs will be coordinated by Stephanie Ocker,
Thalia Marakas and Georgia Gallagher.

Chris Bodle, Financial Secretary, commented that the
capitalization and depreciation of the parking lot
replacement has been discussed at prior Parish Council
meetings. Chris Bodle will present a recommendation
to the Finance Committee.

Stewardship speakers 10/20, 10/27 & 11/10. Currently
updating Stewardship card.

Thal will present to General Assembly on 11/10. Then
Parish Council will take recommendations back to
Finance Committee to address.

HUMAN RESOURCES (Alex Dadas) ~ No report.
STEWARDSHIP (Jonathan Tartara) ~ Met on October

Kiosk – requested budget item for cost and additional
monthly fee to Finance Committee. Stacey Stathulis,
Metropolis Stewardship Coordinator offered to do a
seminar on developing a parish mission statement.
Next meeting on November 6th.

REAL ESTATE (Stephanie Ocker reporting for Nick
Asmis) ~ Considering the Parish Survey results,
additional required repairs and the Reserve Study
report that identified more repair items that we were
not previously aware of (foundational issues) and
impact on the budget – Stephanie Ocker appointed a
special committee to explore possibilities for next steps
with the rental homes (keep, sell both, sell one).
Special committee will include people on and off
Parish Council (Chris Bodle, Paul Contoveros, John
Trihas and Mike Lignos, along with real estate
professionals from outside the church).
Special
committee will make recommendations to Parish
Council on what they determine to be the best course
of action.

PAVE THE WAY-PHASE II UPDATE (Andrew Rokakis)
Meeting next week. Letter to be sent to parishioners
with informational graphic of the 2 phases. Suggestion
to contact individuals who did not contribute during
Phase I, encouraging them to participate in Phase II.
Send personal letters to people who pledged but have
not yet paid.

Special thanks Elaine for the way she is keeping the
books and attaching supporting documentation into
the system.

NEW BUSINESS
2020 PROPOSED BUDGET – Stephanie thanked Fr.
Costas, Chris Cook, George Anagnostou John Trihas,
Chris Bodle, Paul Contoveros, Mike Lignos, Elaine
Nackowiz, and John Elliott for all their hard work
preparing the proposed budget.
▪ Revenue $1,061,400 ($36,002 less than last year) $57K higher in Stewardship.
▪ Responding to parishioners’ request in survey to
add an assistant priest into 2020 budget. Several
individuals committed to donating large amounts
and we are thankful for them, however, need all to
participate.
▪ MEFGOX Convention revenue and expenses added;
net income split between MEFGOX and the parish.
▪ Large variation in expenses- $348,786 for net deficit
of $325,888, which will be covered by existing cash.
▪ Other significant expense increases in 2020 include
completion of the parking lot, additional capital
improvements, addition of an office assistant, and
computers for new employees.
▪ Rhonee Trakas-Iula moved to approve 2020 budget
as amended. Tony Colovas seconded. Motion
passed.
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Mark Eakman replaced Thalia Marakas on Election
Committee.
Approval of Fall Parish Assembly Agenda – November
10, 2019 – reviewed and updated draft agenda.

An Orthodox
Understanding of Stewardship
by Benjamin D. Williams (in part)

September 30, 2019 financial statements – once they’re
final, Financial Secretary will email to Parish Council
for review and approval prior to presenting at the
Parish Assembly Meeting on November 10, 2019.

How should a person living in
our North American culture,
approach and understand the
subject of Stewardship?

ROUNDTABLE ~ None.

STEWARDSHIP AS CHRISTIAN IDENTITY

ADJOURNMENT

AND

BENEDICTION ~ Tony Colovas

moved to adjourn at 9:20 PM. Rhonee Trakas-Iula
seconded. Motion passed. Father Costas gave the
Benediction.

Parish Council Elections
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2019

TWO-YEAR TERM
JANUARY 2, 2020—DECEMBER 31, 2021
MUST vote for seven (7) Individuals
for ballot to be VALID

Elections will be held following Liturgy. To be eligible
to vote, you must be a member in good standing (i.e.,
2018 fairshare must be paid in full and a 2019
estimate of giving card must be completed).

David Brown

Jim Economou

John Elliott

Within this understanding, we must begin with the
acknowledgment that all of life is a sacrament, in that
in every aspect of life we may experience and
commune with God.. We must come to see that "all the
earth is the Lord's, and all it contains, the world and those
who dwell in it." (Psalm 24:1) As Fr. Schmemann challenges us, our human role is to offer back to God in
thanksgiving, all that He has given to us. St. Paul
states, "be a good steward of God's grace." (I Peter 4:10) St.
Ignatius of Antioch told the faithful that they were
"stewards in God's house, members of His household,
and His servants." He holds these three aspects of our
way of life in dynamic tension: being stewards, being
members of God's household, and being servants. St.
Ignatius can encourage us to toil, suffer, run, and rest,
because these important aspects constitute our way of
life as Christians.
Stewardship does not mean being hit up for an annual
pledge to the Church. It is not being enlisted in a
financial campaign for the new building. It is not even
tithing. Rather, it is a well-rounded view of life and an
incarnation of that view based on theology and
ecclesiology – the giving of time and talent and
treasure. Thus stewardship is a state of being. It is
based in service. The steward is in the employ of his
master. Therefore the most important aspect of being a
steward is serving.

STEWARDSHIP AS A WAY OF LIFE

Michael Lignos

Stephanie Ocker

Thalia Marakas

Irene Pontikos

Kathy Nikolaou

John Trihas

If I am serious about stewardship, I have to be serious
about restoration and full communion with God. And,
if I am serious about full communion, I will undertake
the spiritual struggle to achieve it - and with the grace
of God and many tears, I will attain it. Then, when I
have my own house in order, I may begin to consider
focusing on other things. Only when we see life as a
sacrament of which we have an intrinsic part, will we
change our hearts and our behaviors, and be good
stewards. And only when we have a grasp of the
spiritual dimension of stewardship, can we begin to
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understand and practice servant leadership and be
good leaders.

AN INCLUSIVE WAY OF LIFE
Good stewardship is an inclusive way of life. It
includes the loving treatment and care of others. It
includes giving to the poor. It includes financial
support of the Church. If we have a Christian
understanding of stewardship, and if we are good
stewards, then all of these elements are part of our
lives. We move beyond selfishness and stinginess
toward giving as Christ gave. We do so because we
realize that selfishness is a sin; it deceives us into
thinking we "own" things eternally. Consider the
revelation that was given to St. Anthony, founder of
monasticism, about the holiest person he ever met. "It
was revealed to Abba Anthony in his desert that there
was one who was his equal in the city. He was a doctor
by profession and whatever he had beyond his needs
he gave to the poor, and every day he sang the
Trisagion with the angels." (The Sayings of the Desert
Fathers). The physician in Alexandria gave to the poor
whatever he had beyond his needs. Holiness and good
stewardship are inseparably linked. This physician was
a good steward because he was holy. Or, should we
say that he was holy because he was a good steward?
The point is, we cannot separate them. Our salvation
depends on us being self-less; to give of ourselves to
others as Christ gave Himself to us so that we may
thereby be restored to the divine image.

A PRACTICAL COUNSEL
If we understand stewardship properly, then being
stewards will become our way of living; and this
higher calling will experience and encounter life in all
its facets - its joys and its sorrows, its victories, and its
setbacks. We can muster the courage and strength to
travel on this stewardship journey because "God is
with us." Good stewardship brings joy into the lives of
others, helps those in need, enables those who desire to
improve, loves and cares for the people in our lives,
cares for God's creation, supports the Church financially, participates in the sacramental life of the Church,
teaches and guides others, nurtures the gifts which
God has given us.

T OWARD A
STEWARDSHIP

DEFINITION

OF

CHRISTIAN

1. Stewardship is our active commitment to use all
our time, talent and treasure for the benefit of
humankind in grateful acknowledgment of Christ's
redeeming love.

2. Stewardship is caring for the needs of others.
3. Stewardship is offering one's self to God as He
offered Himself to us.
4. Stewardship is what a person does after saying "I
Believe . . . ", as proof of that belief.
5. Stewardship is learning how to be a responsible
and concerned caretaker of Christ's Church; it is
learning how to enjoy Church life and be happy in
Church work, for in Her dwells the fullness of the
Spirit of God.
6. Stewardship is devotion and service to God and his
Church as persons, as families, as deaneries, as
diocese, as national Church, and as the Church
universal. (Ron Nicola, "Stewardship - A Set of
Basic Principles," The Word, November 1982,4.)
Perhaps we could summarize the points just
mentioned this way: Christian stewardship is a life in
service to God and His Church motivated by our
thankfulness for His love to us. “.... in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us." It is the wise and
proper use of all the gifts God has entrusted to our
care. (See Romans 5:8) What then are the essential
elements of stewardship?

THE ESSENTIAL
STEWARDSHIP

ELEMENTS

OF

CHRISTIAN

1. Acceptance of the belief that all life and life itself is
a gift from God.
2. Freedom to choose not to sin and freedom from the
constraints, pressures and temptations of the world
that smother the expression of this belief.
3. Life in the Spirit which is characterized by behavior
that uses and nurtures the time, talents, and
treasure entrusted to us by God.

from Everyone in
Senior Fellowship
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College Conference
2019
December 27—30, 2019
Each year during Christmas Break, OCF’s College
Conference hosts hundreds of college students from
across North America for four days of fellowship, education, and prayer.
College Conference East is held at Antiochian Village
in Bolivar PA. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Timothy Patitsas, Assistant Professor of Ethics at the Holy
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline Massachusetts and also teaches courses in Hellenic College. Three of his brothers are Orthodox
Christian priests, and Timothy has served in the longterm mission in South Korea.
Register at: https://www.ocf.net/events/cce19/
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Irene Costaras-Vasilakis, DDS
George Kontoveros, DMD

Rockside Plaza
The Orthodox Funeral Home

Strongsville

Parma

440-238-7701

216-398-1010
Michael T. Berte M.D., F.A.C.S.
Leonard H. Bernstein M.D., F.A.C.S.
Lawrence A. Gervasi M.D., F.A.C.S.
Adonis Hijaz, M.D.
Martin A. Kosdrosky M.D., F.A.C.S
Tim A. Sidor M.D., F.A.C.S.
J. Patrick Spirnak M.D., F.A.C.S
David S. Turk M.D., F.A.C.S
Matthew A. Mates PA-C
W. JOhn Stout PA-C

18123 Rockside Road
Bedford, OH 44146
www.motorcarsacura.com
www.motorcarsvolvo.com

1440 Snow Road
Suite 218
Parma, Ohio 44134

216-749-4500

440-439-8400
Visit one of our websites to view our large
selection of new & preowned inventory

www.drirenedentist.com

fabrication & rigging hardware
•Outriggers & metal components for
bridge & tank painting industries
• Metal fabricators - build to any design
• All rigging supplies, wire rope cable
& ropes
• Metal stair & railing system experts
• Engineering services with 2D & 3D
Solid works for all outrigger designs
• Great shipping rates across the USA

Contact Mike Wyne to place an ad today!
mwyne@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6296

6900 Pearl Rd. • Middleburg Hts., OH 44130
440.845.0900

Gloria Knotek

Papous Tap & Grille

Realtor®

Great Food & Family Atmosphere
On & Off Premise Catering

Million Dollar Producer
OAR President’s Sales Club
Champions Club
Quality Service Award

360 Aurora Commons, Aurora OH

330.562.2401

Serving Northeast Ohio
for Your Residential
Real Estate Needs

Theodore E.
Loizos, M.D.
Cataract Surgery
Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Offices in Fairview Park,
Lakewood, North Olmsted, Lorain,
& Middleburg Heights

Fairview Eye Center
Eye Center of Lakewood
21375 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park 16400 Hilliard Blvd, Lakewood
440-333-3060
216-228-1800
www.FairviewEyeCenter.com

Charles den Heijer
CPA , inc.
7543 Broadview Road Ste #1
Seven Hills, OH 44131

(216) 901-1776
Chas.cpa@sbcglobal.net

Real Estate Mortgage Title Insurance

www.HowardHanna.com

Office: 440.793.0100 | Cell: 440.823.4045
gloriaknotek@howardhanna.com
2055 Crocker Rd., Suite 101, Westlake

charles den heijer cpa
welcomes:

effie trihas, cpa

parishioner
593 w. bagley rd.
berea, ohio 44017
(440) 234-0300
etrihas67@gmail.com

4129 E 49th St.
Newburgh Heights, OH 44105

(216) 417-3102

ETERNITY MONUMENTS INC.
15420 Brookpark Rd., Cleveland, OH

Tim Stallman

timstallman@gmail.com
440.309.5977
eternitymonuments.com
Cemetery Monuments | Cemetery Lettering | Bronze Markers

4-E-5-5

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0902
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WIANT
JEWELERS

Papandreas Orthodontics
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Spectacular Smiles Superior Service

Now 2 locations!
North Royalton
& Brunswick

www.DrPapandreas.com
NOW
OPEN!

500 W. Aurora
Sagamore Hills

LOOSE MOOSE
GRUB & PUB
THE

www.loosemoosegrubandpub.com

Vinkovich
Family Dental
Dr. Craig Vinkovich &
Dr. Derek Vinkovich
6675 Royalton Rd
North Royalton, Ohio 44133

440.237.3223

“Fine Jewelry”

Family Owned and Operated

Dave & Diane Wiant

Home Cooking -

at prices you can afford

3511 Center Rd • Brunswick

7851 Broadview Rd • Seven Hills

216-447-4444

(330) 273-1338

Monday-Saturday 6am-9pm • Sunday 6 am-8pm

ATHENS

Let Us Cater
Your Event!

IMPORTED
FOODS & DELI

Now Serving Gluten Free Pizza

Since 1958

7523 Pearl Rd, Middleburg Heights

5120 Pearl Road
Cleveland

(440) 234-2525
www.3BrothersPizza.net

216-861-8149

Follow
us on

AthensImportedFood@sbcglobal.net

Shaping Lives

One Cartwheel at a Time

• Preschool Classes
• Preschool Playhouse
• Recreational Classes
• Team Gymnastics
• Skill Clinics
• Mini-Ninja Warriors

• Homeschool Classes
• Camps
• Special Events
• Open Gym
• Tops Program

Professional In-Home Senior Caring

Dementia Care / Personal Care / Housekeeping
Medication Reminders / Overnight Safety
Meals Prepared & Shared / Companionship
Only 2 hours daily or up to 24/7 Caring!

330.220.3121
2773 Nationwide Pkwy, Brunswick, OH 44212
www.five-stargym.com

• John S. Collis, M.D
Neurosurgery
• Deborah Blades, M.D.
Neurosurgery

• Louis Keppler, M.D
Orthopedic Surgery
• Matthew E. Levy, M.D
Orthopedic Surgery

Back Surgery • Orthopedics • Sports Medicine • Total Joint Replacement

Drs. E Tartara, Apotsos,
Steffas, & J Tartara
8200 Avery Rd. • Broadview Hts.

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

440-526-4866

6701 Rockside Road, Independence • Solon • Cleveland

www.averydentalgroup.com

440-746-1055

Comprehensive General Care

A Solid Foundation
for Future Education

237-5000

wishingwellpreschool.com

FAULHABER

FUNERAL HOME
Providing Orthodox Services with

Care, Compassion And Dignity
7915 Broadview Rd., Broadview Heights

440.526.7315

www.faulhaberfuneralhome.com

4-E-5-5

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0902

ST. PAUL GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
4548 Wallings Road
North Royalton, OH 44133-3121
Address Service Requested
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