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INSIDE

In the blink of an eye, we have seen many changes in
our daily lives that we could not have envisioned.
Within the past month, the world as we once knew it
has changed. We have had to learn to become more
aware of our surrounding and practicing social
distancing. Many of us have been locked in our homes
unable to work, socialize with family and friends, or
attend church services.
Here at St Paul, the office has remained open to attend
to your needs. We have learned to use conference
calling to continue with the day to day business of our
parish. And more importantly, we have found a way
to provide you a means to participate in the Lenten
services and Divine Liturgies by LIVE streaming on
Facebook. No need to worry if you miss a service.
You can watch LIVE and view all previous videos
even if you don’t have Facebook at: https://
www.facebook.com/pg/StPaulGOCNR/videos/?
ref=page_internal.
Let us all be proactive. Watch for symptoms such as
fever, cough, or shortness of breath. Seek medical
attention immediately if you have trouble breathing.
Parishioners who have difficulty getting to the
grocery store or doctor’s appointment can contact the
church office. A few volunteers have graciously
stepped up ready to assist you during this difficult
time.

CLERGY REFLECTIONS
MINISTRIES OF THE CHURCH
MONTHLY CALENDAR
STEWARDSHIP NEWS
UPCOMING EVENTS
YOUTH NEWS
Remember to take steps to protect yourself and others.
Wash your hands often, avoid touching your face,
avoid close contact with people who are sick, practice
social distancing, stay home if you are sick, cover
coughs and sneezes, clean and disinfect frequently
touched surfaces daily (including tables, doorknobs,
light switches, countertops, handles, desks, phones,
keyboards, toilets, faucets and sinks).
Events within our parish will resume when it is safe
for people to gather once again. We will keep you
posted on new updates as they occur though emails
and Facebook posts.
We continue to pray for the health and well-being of
our parishioners, the community at large, and the
world. “Lord of the Powers be with us, for in times of
distress we have no other help but you, Lord of the Powers
have mercy on us.“
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Deadline for all articles and Organization Minutes is
the 1st of the month. Please keep this in mind! Items
can be e-mailed to messenger@stpaulgoc.org.
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Like our
to keep up to date on the
happenings of our parish. Even if you are not on
Facebook, you can view our postings on the Home
page of our website.
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Pastoral Reflections by Father Costas
Beloved parishioners and friends,
In the book of Proverbs 3:5-6, we read: “Trust in the
LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will
make your paths straight.” As we face this
unprecedented situation brought about by the Corona
Virus, this quote from the Old Testament book of
Proverbs comes to mind. From our own perspective,
we seek to control the various challenges we are faced
with every day. Especially, during these days when we
face so many changers, we find it so difficult to TRUST.
We find it difficult to listen and obey our civil
authorities, our church authorities and one another. If
anything, this situation can teach us all humility. It
reminds us that we are not the center of creation, and
we have very little power.
No matter now difficult these days have been, and will
continue to be, we must trust in the sovereignty of our
God. We must be mindful that we are only able to
continue-on with our lives because of His constant
presence and protection. Basically, we must trust in the
Lord. One day soon, when we are no longer in the
midst of the storm, we will look back and learn many
valuable lessons. Until then, continue to be prayerful,
faithful and mindful of one another.
We, here at St. Paul, are continuing to pray for all of
you through the various services we are offering via the
Facebook live stream. I ask you to keep safe. We need
to keep physically and spiritually healthy. Physically,
practice social distancing and take all the precautions
that are suggested by our civil authorities. Yes, isolation
is difficult and it goes totally against our human nature,
but we must for our wellbeing. You must also keep
spiritually healthy. Offer your prayers daily. Strengthen
your relation with God. Ask for His guidance and
protection in your daily life. Realize your dependency
on Him and on His grace in your daily life.
My beloved, Great Lent this year was very different
from what anyone of us has experienced in the past. In
addition, I am afraid Holy Week and Pascha will not be
any different. We have to wait and see as we draw
closer to those days. I will be communicating with all
of you further on how we can participate in these most
sacred days. Also, be mindful to take a break from all
the 24-hour media outlets that can overwhelm us. Too
much negativity can lead us to depression. We need to
balance all the information we are taking in with some
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spiritual reflections and readings that can give us
emotional rest and hope. Open your bible, read
something spiritually beneficial to lift you up. Do not
despair, rather, let us “Trust in the LORD with all your
heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your
ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
Know that I’m only a phone call away. Please reach out
to me if I can be of help in any way.
Please take time to also read the sermon below that
was offered by Fr. Luke Veronis, a childhood friend
and a wonderful parish priest and professor at our
Holy Cross Seminary.

God bless you and keep you all. Wishing you all a
Blessed Pascha, Καλή Ανάσταση!
~ Fr. Costas
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Coronavirus, Fear, and the Rock of Faith
The Coronavirus. A pandemic. Whole cities being
quarantined. Travel interrupted. Schools closing.
Stadiums and large gatherings forbidden. Financial
markets plummeting. Fear and the danger of mass
panic and even hysteria. It almost sounds like a horror
movie, and yet we all realize we’re facing this reality
right now.
In the midst of such a public crisis, where is God?
Where should the Church be in such moments of social
turmoil? What is our role as Christians in society
during such times of mass fear and grave challenges?
Will our Christian Faith act as a source of comfort in
our lives, something that we can embrace and from
which we will find strength, or will we push it aside
and focus only on our fears, or will we just ignore our
Faith as something irrelevant compared to 24/7 voices
we listen to from the media and society at large?
Ultimately, do we truly believe that God is with us,
especially in times of turmoil and uncertainty, and will
we find hope and solace in Him during this crisis and
any other unexpected turn of events in our lives?
I read an interesting article in the NY Times on
Tuesday entitled “Coronavirus and God.” The Italian
journalist Mattia Ferraresi wrote about the closing of
churches, along with a general lock-down of society in
Italy. He noted ironically that precisely at a time when
people need comfort and strength, something that faith
has offered to countless people throughout history, the
government has closed the churches and suggested
that people can watch the liturgical services on T V or
(...continued on page 15)
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Our Parish ~ Her Life & People
Funeral
May Her Memory Be Eternal
March

21st

Penelope Demopoulos

February 19th
Congratulations to Joseph and
Jennifer Dages on welcoming their daughter, Emerie
Lena, weighing 4 lbs. 7 oz. and 17.7 inches long. She
joins her big brother, Easton.
We would be happy to announce a special occasion in this
column. All you need to do is notify the office at
440.237.8998 or messenger@stpaulgoc.org.

During this time when we are all isolated from one
another, and not able to attend the Lenten services in
church, it’s a wonder to see so many of you following
the Facebook livestream. Many of you have asked if a
candle can be lit for you in church. In response to your
request, we launched an opportunity for all who wish
to light a candle and to offer names of loved ones to be
prayed over. To do so, go to https://
www.stpaulgoc.org/about-us/candles and follow the
instructions. After your request is placed, the candles
will be lit at the next scheduled service that we hold in
church during these sacred days. If you have any
questions, please call the church office for assistance.

Prayer of Repentance
O Lord my God, I confess that I have sinned against
You in thought, word and deed. I have also omitted to
do what Your holy law requires of me. But now with
repentance and contrition I turn again to Your love
and mercy. I entreat You to forgive me all my transgression and to cleanse me from all my sins. Lord, fill
my heart with the light of Your truth. Strengthen my
will by Your grace. Teach me both to desire and to do
only what pleases You. Amen.

Subscribe to our Email List

Lenten Prayer of St. Ephrem
O Lord and Master of my life, take from me the
spirit of sloth, despair, lust of power, and idle talk.
But give rather the spirit of chastity, humility,
patience, and love to Thy servant.
Yea, O Lord and King, grant me to see my own
transgressions, and not to judge my brother, for
blessed art Thou, unto ages of ages. Amen.

In order to better serve our community, parish
announcements from Father and the office will now
look like the image above and come from
STPAULNR@listserv.goarch.org. To subscribe to
these announcements, join our mailing list https://
www.stpaulgoc.org/news/join-our-mailing-list.
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Greek School News
~ Kathy Glaros
Greek School Superintendent

HOPE / JOY (Pre-school—6th grade) AND
GOYA (7th—12th grade)
~ MESSAGE FROM MARINA PAPAFIL, METROPOLIS
CAMPING MINISTRIES COORDINATOR:
In light of the current circumstances brought about
by the coronavirus, we have decided to postpone
the opening of registration for Summer Camp
until Bright Monday, April 20th. Between now and
then, the Summer Camp Executive Committee will
continue to monitor the situation with the
assistance of our medical staff, other professionals,
and the administration of Camp Nazareth, and will
make a decision to open registration, or re-evaluate
the options. As always, the safety and health of our
campers is our top priority! Along with the Camp
Nazareth administration, we are currently
operating with the intention of having Summer
Camp. Please visit our website (https://
y2am.pittsburgh.goarch.org/en/camp) for all up to
date information regarding Summer Camp 2020.
Parish scholarships will be available for those who are
active in the program and whose families are stewards of
the parish.
Contact the church office for more
information.

Graduate
Sunday
Date TBA

Submit your information here…

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdsJUU7v4p1nkVtEJLLN7UPzb9NS9afQfArfIMH3ydZJ594g/
viewform

Submit your photo here...
messenger@sgpaulgoc.org

Deadline May 10, 2020

It is hard to believe that we are almost at the end of the
school year. It is amazing how quickly time passes us
by and before we actually realize what season we are
in, up comes the next one.... Spring is now officially
here. It is a welcome relief from the never-ending
winter days.
We were saddened to have to cancel our Greek Independence Day program and breakfast. Over the past
several weeks the COVID-19 outbreak has shaken the
world making it was necessary to close the school for
everyone's safety and well being.
When we come back, students and teachers will have
to work harder to make up for the time we missed.
The teachers have begun emailing assignments to
students so they can try to stay on schedule. This final
term is a busy time academically where the students
will be reviewing the year's work and preparing for the
final exams. With the coming of spring, we enjoy
longer days, warmer weather, and more outdoors activities. Parents' assistance in keeping students focused
on their learning is greatly appreciated.
UPCOMING EVENTS ~
ALL DATES LISTED BELOW ARE TENTATIVE
 Monday, April 20 ~ Classes Resume/Report
Cards Go Home
 Monday, May 11 ~ Final Exams
 Monday, May 18
▪ End of the School Year Party
▪ Parent/Teacher Conferences &
▪ Certificate of Promotion
 May 24 ~ Graduation Day in Church
 June 8-10 ~ Greek School Summer Camp

I would like to take the opportunity to wish everyone a
Happy and a Blessed Easter. Let us keep the joy of
Easter in our spirits throughout the season and do
everything we can to get us through the difficult time
we experience.
Thank you all for your support and encouragement
throughout the school year.
Please do not hesitate to call 216.524.1766 or email
kathyglaros@gmail.com.
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~Maria Lovejoy
Sunday School Director

The month of April brings many opportunities for our
students to participate in the life of our parish along
with beautiful services and memorable activities.
Please mark your calendars and try your BEST to
attend as many services and participate in activities
with your family as we continue our Lenten Journey
towards our Lord’s Resurrection.
UNFORTUNATELY,

THESE

ACTIVITIES

SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

HAVE

YOU

BEEN

WILL BE

NOTIFIED OF ANY UPDATES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING
LENTEN PROJECT DRIVE - Sunday School is sponsoring a Lenten Drive in which the proceeds will go
to Zoe House to purchase much needed supplies, such
as sizes 3 and 4 diapers, baby wipes, baby shampoo,
baby wash and pacifiers. Therefore, Sunday School is
asking everyone to consider making a $1.00 donation,
which will be accepted during Coffee Social OR if you
wish, you can donate any of the items mentioned. You
will be asked to write your name on a piece of paper
and your name will be displayed upstairs on a wall in
the hallway of our church - the “Drive” will run the
entire Lenten season. If you would like to assist with
this “Drive”, please see Maria Lovejoy.
SATURDAY, APRIL 11 – SATURDAY OF LAZARUS
– Please plan to attend church service at 9:30 a.m. as a
family and stay for breakfast followed by palm folding
to prepare for the Feast Day of Palm Sunday.
SUNDAY, APRIL 12 – PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION
– Students are to remain upstairs AFTER they receive
Communion and gather in the hallway near the
upstairs restrooms to meet with their teachers and
classmates. They will receive a palm branch and
prepare to proceed into church for the procession.
After the procession, students and teachers will
proceed to their classrooms for a short lesson.
FRIDAY, APRIL 17 – GOOD FRIDAY RETREAT –
Please register on our church’s website if your child is
planning to attend Good Friday Retreat. The retreat is
from 11:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. and is offered to all
students in Kindergarten thru 12th grades.
Kindergarten through 6th grades will move through
varies stations, which include short lessons, chanting
and a craft and 7th thru 12th grades will engage in
“roundtable” discussions. Lunch will be provided and
please plan to stay for the 3:00 p.m. Apokathiosis

service also known as, “Taking Down the Cross.”
NOTE: If your child has school, you may obtain a letter
from the church for an excused absence.
MANY volunteers are needed for this event. Please see
our Chairperson Lisa Makroglou or Maria Lovejoy if
you’re interested in helping. The following are several
areas where help is needed:





Lesson and Craft Stations
Resurrection Buns
Resurrection Eggs
Food/Kitchen Help

FRIDAY, APRIL 17 – MYROFORES (GRADES
KINDERGARTEN – 6TH) – The Myrofores represent
the Myrrh-Bearing Women who came to Christ’s tomb
to anoint his precious body with myrrh to show their
love for their Lord and Savior. Our youngest girls have
the opportunity to experience that moment by
participating as a Myrofora on Good Friday.
Therefore, please consider signing-up your daughter to
be a Myrophora. Girls in Kindergarten thru 2nd grade
participate in the 3:00 p.m. service ONLY and girls in
grades 3-6 may participate in the 3:00 p.m. and 7:00
p.m. services. ALL girls are asked to wear ALL
WHITE outfits that are appropriate for church,
including white shoes, sock/tights, sweaters/jackets,
etc. In addition, we need at least (2) two moms to
volunteer to assist and rehearse with the Myrophores;
one for the afternoon service and one for the evening.
Rehearsal is brief and usually held after Lazarus
Saturday breakfast.
SATURDAY, APRIL 18 – HOLY SATURDAY –
RINGING OF THE BELLS – Please plan to attend this
SPECIAL and JOYOUS 9:00 a.m. church service with
your family. Also, all children are asked to bring a bell
from home to ring-in the preannouncement and anticipation of our Lord’s Resurrection. A bell will be provided for you if you don’t have one.
SUNDAY, APRIL 19 – BLESSED PASCHA – EGG
HUNT – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES – All
children up to 10 years old are asked to come to church
at 11:00 a.m. with an Easter basket to participate in our
annual Egg Hunt and stay for the Agape service at
11:30 a.m. to celebrate our Lord’s Glorious
Resurrection!
This month’s Gift of the Spirit is GENTLENESS. The
Greek word, Prautes, translates to gentleness of the
spirit, mildness of disposition and humility. It’s in
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love, humility and our complete submission to God
that helps us be gentle with others in our words and
actions. Jesus expressed no resentment unto others,
but “gentleness” in the following two examples as we
approach Holy Week:
In the Garden of Gethsemane and on the night that
Jesus was betrayed and arrested, Jesus’ prayer was a
GENTLE prayer of submission to the will of His
Father. In great despair, Jesus sweated drops of blood
knowing that His Father’s will meant that Jesus would
endure great suffering and death for the remission of
OUR sins. “Father, all things are possible unto thee;
take away this cup from me: nevertheless not what I
will, but what thou wilt.” Mark 14:36
On the cross and after Jesus had been harshly beaten,
ridiculed and spit on in humiliation, Jesus spoke
words of GENTLENESS in forgiveness by saying,
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they
do.” Luke 23:34
Ask the Holy Spirit to produce the fruit of
GENTLENESS in you abundantly, so that YOU can be
more like Christ – “slow to anger.” GENTLENESS in
your words and actions will enable you get through
your hardships and be patient, compassionate and
considerate in your personal relationships with others.
May We Have a Blessed Resurrection!

GOYA Volleyball Tournament
Hosted by St Nicholas Pittsburgh
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Hellenic Dancers
~ Eleni Johnson, Dance Director
In the Spring we find ourselves looking forward to
what’s to come, the flowers blooming, getting outside,
spring cleaning….To say this spring is like no other is
an understatement. As we all muddle through a life
filled with uncertainties and cancelations, we should
still find hope in what’s to come!
YouTube: As I sit to write this article, I am reminded
that dance is one of those things that brings joy to all,
those dancing, and those watching! Like everything
else these days, I ask that you turn to your computers
and Google YouTube videos of Greek Dance. There
are thousands (Probably 10’s of thousands) of dances
you can watch and try to learn. Turn the music up
with your families and have a Greek Dance Party!
Practice: Depending on the length of time we are
separated, I have asked the instructors to be prepared
to video themselves teaching our dances and will be
forwarding them to all our dancers. Have your dancer
practice at home.
Facebook: Additionally, please turn to our Dance
Facebook page for postings of videos and lessons.
Also, please post your dancers progress and dance
videos on the page for all to see! I am certain that all
our dancers would love to watch videos of their friends
having a Greek Dance Party in their house!
And finally, as things start to go back to normal the
instructors and I will be sitting down to revise the
dance schedule for the months ahead. Look for some
longer practice days as well as additionally days put
on the new calendar.
I know I speak for all the instructors when I say we
miss our dancers and can’t wait to be together again!
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Η Ελληνική Γωνιά
Γράφει η Μαρία Καρλατήρα ( Μαράκι )

Do You Know

the Answers to these
Festival Facts???
How many pieces of baklava do we sell?
Answer: ???
Our guests look forward to this delicious pastry!

How many lamb shanks are sold?
Answer: ???
This is a BIG seller in the food line!

How many people attend our Festival?
Answer: ???
We are thankful for all of our guests!

How many volunteers spots are needed?
Answer: ???
We appreciate ALL of our volunteers!

See answers below…

YOU ARE NEEDED!!
Mark your calendars for
July 16—19, 2020
Volunteer Coordinators:
Pres Nicole Keares, Dena Wilson, Elaine Cooke

Καλωσορίζω και αυτόν τον μήνα όλους
τους αγαπητούς φίλους μου! Είμαστε
και πάλι στην περίοδο του Πάσχα. Θα
εορτάσουμε μαζί, την Μεγάλη εορτή της ΑΓΑΠΗΣ και
της ΘΥΣΙΑΣ. Ακριβώς, αυτό το μεγάλο παράδειγμα
μας έδωσε ο Κύριος μας, οτι η Αγάπη είναι η Θυσία.
Δύο λέξεις που κρύβουν επίσης, πολλά άλλα νοήματα
π.χ την κατανόηση, την συμπόνια, την πονετική
φροντίδα, την ΣΥΓΝΩΜΗ.. Αυτό μας δίδαξαν ΤΑ
ΠΑΘΗ ΤΟΥ ΚΥΡΙΟΥ ΜΑΣ- Η ΣΤΑΥΡΩΣΗ ΚΑΙ Η
ΑΝΑΣΤΑΣΗ ΤΟΥ. Ναί φίλοι μου, ο Απρίλιος μήνας
ήτανε, είναι και θά είναι ο μήνας της Ορθοδοξίας.
Αυτός ο χρυσός μήνας της Άνοιξης που η φύσις
αναζωογονείται και μοσχοβολάει από αμέτρητες
μυρωδίες- ζουμπούλια –πασχαλιές- κρίνα, μια τέτοια
εποχή αρμόζει γιά τον εορτασμό της ΑΝΑΣΤΑΣΕΩΣ
ΤΟΥ ΙΗΣΟΥ ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥ. Ο στολισμός της φύσις, μας
κάνει να νιώθουμε μιά πηγή ομορφιάς και καλοσύνη
και μας προετοιμάζει γιά το ΜΕΓΑΛΟ ΘΑΥΜΑ. Θα
εορτάσουμε ξανά το ΦΩΣ της ΑΓΑΠΗΣ ΤΟΥ-της
Δικαιωσύνης ΤΟΥ-της Δημιουργίας καινούργιας Ζωής.
ΠΑΣΧΑ ΚΥΡΙΟΥ ΠΑΣΧΑ !!!! Θα συμμάνουν
ρυθμικά ,όλες οι καμπάνες σε όλες τις Χριστιανικές
Εκκλησίες.
Παράλληλα φίλοι μου, στις 19 Απριλίου είναι ο
εορτασμός της Γής. Ναί, πρέπει όλοι μας να
προσέχουμε την υγιεινή ατμόσφαιρα και να
καταβάλουμε μεγάλη προσπάθεια γιά την διαφύλαξη
της.
Αυτά τα λίγα και γιά σήμερα. Ξανά μαζί τον άλλο
μήνα με κάποιο άλλο θεματάκι, έτσι γιά νά σάς
κρατάω λίγο συντροφιά. Κάθε πρώτη Κυριακή του
μήνα ΕΛΑΤΕ να τα πούμε από κοντά.! Σας περιμένω.
Αγαπήτοι μου, σας εύχομαι
ΚΑΛΗ ΑΝΑΣΤΑΣΗ – ΚΑΛΗ ΜΑΣ ΛΑΜΠΡΗ!

Baklava pieces sold: 6,083
Lamb shanks sold: 1,545
People in attendance: 30,000+
Volunteers needed: 1,413

Answers to Festival Facts!!
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Featured in our Bookstore
IT’S SUNDAY, SHALL WE GO TO
CHURCH?
Every child is a world with closed doors and
with the need for his own particular keys to
open them. This little book is a cause for childhood
questions to be raised. Let us be together with our
children in the Divine Liturgy and with patience and
inventiveness let's give them that which we received,
this treasure of our Orthodox worship. In every home,
in every generation, the Divine Liturgy, our Orthodox
Divine Liturgy, is the bright link which connects the
"now" with the past and the latter times. What we have
to bequeath to our children is an inheritance of a
beautiful, bright, joyous life, an inheritance of
immortality.

THE PRAYER OF ST EPHREM THE
SYRIAN
St. Ephrem the Syrian (306-379) is perhaps
one of the most prolific Fathers of the Eastern Church, composing four-hundred liturgical hymns and scriptural commentaries, earning him
such titles as the Harp of the Spirit and the Pillar of the
Church. St. Ephrem is best known for the short prayer,
The Prayer of St. Ephrem, which is used throughout
the season of Great Lent. The prayer outlines both the
sins and virtues of community life: sloth, despair,
lusting of power, idle talk; as well as chastity, humility,
patience, and love for the neighbor. The Prayer of St.
Ephrem: A Biblical Commentary provides the reader
with the scriptural background to the words and
metaphors contained in this short but inspirational
prayer.

KEEPING THE LIGHT BURNING ~
DAILIY REFLECTIONS FROM PASCHA
TO PENTECOST
Provides a series of daily Epistle and
Gospel readings, and a meditation —"the
Spark for the Day" — to help you keep your spiritual
momentum during the Paschal season up to Pentecost.
During the season of the Resurrection, let us continue
in vigilance to build upon the good habits and virtues
that were planted and begun to spring up during Lent,
and allow them to be harvested by serving Christ and
humanity in new ways. It is with this thought in mind
that this series of daily reflections is offered . . . [to]
keep the resurrected light of Christ alive within us.
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BLUEPRINTS FOR THE LITTLE CHURCH
~ CREATING AN ORTHODOX HOME
How do we as Orthodox parents keep our
children in the Church throughout their
lives? It all begins with involving them in
the life of the Church from birth onward—
in the parish and also at home. Blueprints for the Little
Church provides practical ideas and encouragement—
without judgment—for incorporating the primary
practices of Orthodox spirituality into your family life
at every stage of its growth and throughout the church
year.

THIRTY STEPHS TO HEAVEN ~ THE
LADDER OF DIVINE ASCENT FOR ALL
WALKS OF LIFE
Many laypeople have attempted to read the
great spiritual classic, The Ladder of Divine
Ascent, but have been frustrated in attempting to apply
the lessons of this monastic text to their everyday
lives in the world. In Thirty Steps, Archimandrite
Vassilios interprets the Ladder for the ordinary
Christian without sacrificing any of its beauty and
power. Now you too can accept the challenge offered
by St. John Climacus to ascend closer to God with each
passing day.

Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and Graduation are around
the corner. Stop by the bookstore to view our many gift
options. We also have jewelry, home decorations, CDs,
and more on top of the various icons and books.
Looking for something specific in our bookstore? Ask Jim
and Karen Sullivan, who manage our bookstore and they
may be able to get it for you. Our bookstore also offers
gift certificates which are the perfect gift for every
occasion. Stop by to purchase today in any denomination.

Hospital Visits
Due to HIPPA regulations, hospitals
DO NOT notify the church when you
are in the hospital. Please call the
church office if you would like Father Costas to visit.

2020
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SUN

MON

TUE

ALL SUNDAYS: 8:15 AM
Orthros

9:30 AM
Liturgy

Sunday School follows Holy Communion

Sunday of St
Mary of Egypt

12
Palm Sunday
7:00 PM
Nymphios
Service

St Paul Greek Orthodox Church ~ North Royalton OH

WED

THU

* * * ALL EVENTS LISTED BELOW ARE TENTATIVE * * *

CHURCH SERVICES

5
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1

2

3

5:00 PM
Presanctified
Liturgy LIVE on
Facebook

7

8

9

7:00 PM
Great Compline
LIVE on
Facebook

7:00 PM
Home
Committee Mtg.
via Conference
Call

5:00 PM
Presanctified
Liturgy LIVE on
Facebook

7:00 PM
Parish Council
via Conference
Call

13

14

15

16

7:00 PM
Nymphios
Service

Holy Tuesday
7:00 PM
Nymphios
Service with
Hymn of Kasiani

SAT
4

7:00 PM
Akathist Hymn
LIVE on
Facebook

6

Holy Monday

FRI

10

11

Lazarus
Saturday

8:30 AM
Orthros LIVE on
Facebook

17

Holy Friday

Holy Wednesday Holy Thursday 9:00 AM

18
Holy Saturday

9:00 AM
Presanctified
Liturgy

Royal Hours
9:00 AM
Vesperal Liturgy 3:00 PM
Apokathilosis
7:00 PM

4:00 PM
Holy Unction

Holy Passion
Service

7:00 PM
Lamentations

11:00 PM
Resurrection
Service

23

24

25

9:00 AM
Vesperal Liturgy

7:00 PM
Orthros with
Anointing

19

20

21

Holy Pascha

6:00 PM
Family
Ministry mtg.
via Conference
Call

11:30 AM
Agape Service

26
Thomas Sunday

22

27

28

29

St George

8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy

30

Life Giving
Font

8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy

GOYA
volleyball
tournament All
Saints
Canonsburg PA
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St Paul Greek Orthodox Church ~ North Royalton OH

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

* * * ALL EVENTS LISTED BELOW ARE TENTATIVE * * *

3

4

Sunday of the
Myrrh-Bearing
Women

12:00 PM
Greek Corner

11

12

Sunday of the
Paralytic

18

19

8

9

13

14

15

16
Metropolis
volleyball
tournament
hosted by
St Paul GOYA

20

21

25

26

27

28

Holy
Ascension

8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy

Fathers of the 1st
Council

23

29

30

7:00 PM
Great Vespers at
Sts Constantine 9:00 AM
Orthros
and Helen
10:00 AM
Liturgy at Sts
Constantine &
Helen

Dance Practice

31

22

Sts Constantine
and Helen

Sunday of the
Blind Man

Sunday of The
Blind Man

7

7:00 PM
Parish Council

Mother’s Day

24

6

7:00 PM
Home
Committee Mtg.

Dance Practice

17

2

6:00 PM
Philoptochos
Meeting

GOYA meeting

10

5

1

APRIL 2020

Step by Step Directions to Make
Stewardship Donations online:
Thank you for your continued support of our church
ministries. We have been challenged during these days
when we are not able to come together in our church to
worship or meet through our various ministries. We all look
forward to the day when things will go back to normal
where we will be able to gather as a parish family to
continue our life. In the meantime, we encourage all of you
to please continue to support our parish through your
stewardship contribution. You can place a check in the mail
or make your contribution online. Below are the directions
to make your online donation:
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EXAMPLE:

Once you click SUBMIT you will be taken to this
page:

1) Go to our website: https://www.stpaulgoc.org/
2) Click the icon on the right that says “Support our
Ministries”

3) You will be taken to our Stewardship page where
you will see the following:





From this page you can complete your 2020
stewardship commitment form; submit your 2020
stewardship; catch up on your 2019 stewardship;
donate to Pave the Way Phase II; and more by clicking
on the appropriate blue button. You will then be
taken to the page where you can enter your
stewardship amount. See example below (the process
is the same no matter which donation button you click):

Complete the information requested
Click the box that indicates you are not a robot
Then click “Pay with Your Credit Card”
You will receive an email confirmation once
the transaction is complete

5) Recurring payments through your credit or debit
card can be set up by calling the office. You can
also setup recurring payments through your bank’s
online services.
Questions??? Feel free to contact the office via email
(messenger@stpaulgoc.org) or phone 440.237.8998 for
further assistance.
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Stewardship: The Epitaphios Icon
As an act of piety, Joseph of
Arimathea seeks permission
from Pilate to remove the
body of Jesus from the Cross.
H astily, an d with out
adequate preparation of the
body, Jesus is wrapped in a linen shroud for his burial.
From a hymn on Holy Friday we sing: "Woe is me, sweet
Jesus, Whom but a while ago, when the sun beheld
suspended upon the Cross, it was shrouded in darkness, the
earth quaked with fear, and the Veil of the Temple was rent
asunder. Albeit, I see that You willingly endure death for my
sake. How then shall I array You, my God? How shall I
wrap You with linen? Or what dirges shall I chant for Your
funeral? Wherefore, O compassionate Lord, I magnify Your
Passion, and praise Your Burial with Your Resurrection,
crying, Lord, glory to You!"
The death of our Savior was for the salvation of all
humankind. In this icon of the Lord’s burial we
become the witnesses to the Holy Gospel. The face of
Christ bears no bitterness, but rather expresses a
feeling of total inner peace and tranquility. The Virgin
Mother of God embraces the body of her Son with
extreme tenderness. This is her moment of grief and
yet, it is also one of acceptance. St. John the Evangelist
leans over the body of Christ, as Joseph of Arimathea
and Nicodemus begin to place the body into the linen
shroud. Christ has encountered death and we await the
announcement of His victory over death. We await the
celebration of His glorious Resurrection.
We learn valuable lessons in STEWARDSHIP from the
events of Holy Week. Joseph of Arimathea and
Nicodemus, secret disciples of Jesus, knew that if they
had publicly acknowledged Jesus they would have lost
their positions in life. Immediately following the events
of the Crucifixion, however, they make a new
commitment to the Lord. They are no longer worried
what the Jews might say as they take Jesus down from
the Cross. Joseph of Arimathea sacrifices the tomb prepared for his burial and gives it to his Master. He sees
the burial as an opportunity to commit himself to the
Lord with unending love.
What a beautiful tribute it is when one gives of his
possessions to benefit another. This is exactly what
Christian STEWARDSHIP offers — an opportunity and
privilege to be faithful to our Risen Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ!
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2020 STEWARDSHIP
 2020 Pledge Goal
 Total Pledge as of 03.25.2020
 Total Received as of 03.25.2020
 Stewardship Other donations
(i.e., candles, flowers, special
envelopes, etc.) as of 03.25.2020

$ 390,000.00
$ 341,010.00
$ 131,745.59
$ 8,566.75

 Stewardship statements are sent out quarterly
 The Fund Total section summarizes your
contributions
 Prior year balances due must be paid in full and
current year Estimate of Giving cards must be
turned in BEFORE the May Parish Assembly
meeting to be considered in “good standing” and
eligible to vote in Parish Elections
When you receive your statement, please take a
moment to review the information included. Do the
current year Pledged and Received amounts agree
with your records? Do you have an remaining balances
from prior years? Please contact the Church Office with
any questions you may have.

Stewardship Estimate of Giving Form
Have you submitted your Fairshare Estimate of
Giving card? Simply complete the form below or go
to our website.
I / We commit $

to my/our 2020pledge

Have you fallen behind on your stewardship? Please
take a moment to submit your donation today by
using the form below or go to our website.
Please apply the enclosed $
my 2019 stewardship

to

Name
Address
Email

Phone
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(...continued from page 3)

via the internet. As the Archbishop of Milan
celebrated Mass before an empty cathedral, he noted
that the difference between attending Mass and
receiving the Eucharist compared to watching it on
TV was the same as the difference between “sitting
next to a bonfire and contemplating a picture of it.”
Ferraresi went on to write, “Faith is a fundamental
source of spiritual healing and hope. It’s a remedy
against despair… and an antidote to loneliness… It is
the ultimate source of meaning that makes sense of
the whole of existence, including, and perhaps
especially, during circumstances marked by suffering
and tribulation.”
The early church is full of examples about how
Christians would risk their lives in order to worship
no matter what the authorities demanded. Why?
Because they understood, “we cannot live without the
Lord’s Bread,” which included worshipping the Lord
even when plague or disease would create havoc
throughout society.
Now, in our contemporary world facing the
coronavirus, we must take care to heed preventive
actions. We need to listen to the scientific and medical
advice offered to control and address the spread of
this virus. Yet at the same time, we must also be
careful not to allow fear, overreaction and panic to
rule the day. And we must especially take care not to
turn away from or ignore the main source of comfort
and hope we have – our faith in an ever-present and
loving God.
Remember, the life of the Church, the Family of God,
and our Faith is not simply one among many other
secular organizations. Our secular society will treat
the Church just like any other organization and will
feel there is no problem in closing our churches. Yet
the Church and particularly the Mysteries of the Faith
are something that we need now more then ever. They
are means by which we encounter God in the most
intimate way, and in this encounter we will find
comfort and strength.
We can see an example of finding this comfort,
strength and hope in the midst of our concerns and
fears about the coronavirus in three beautiful hymns
we chant during this Great Lenten season. In the
Great Compline service we sing repeatedly, “Lord of
the Power, be with us. For in times of distress, we
have no other help but You, Lord of the Powers, have
mercy on us.” We also chant the inspiring
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hymn. “God is with us, let it be known. Let all nations
be humbled, for God is with us!” And at the Friday
Salutation Service, along with the Divine Liturgy, we
chant the hymn “O Champion General, I your servant
now inscribe to you, Triumphant anthems as the
tokens of my gratitude, Being rescued from the perils
O Theotokos. Inasmuch as you have power
unassailable from all kinds of perils free me so that
unto you I may cry aloud, “Rejoice O unwedded
Bride.” This last hymn was written in gratitude to the
Virgin Mary for protecting the great city of
Constantinople during one of its most dangerous and
perilous periods.

Lord of the Powers be with us! God is with us! The Virgin Mary, the Mother of God is watching over us! We
are never alone in any trial we face in life. Let us never
forget or allow any threat of a pandemic or fear of any
other concern overwhelm us so much that we forget
that ultimately, we are in the hands of God. God is here
and present even in the midst of any uncertainty. He is
with us and will never abandon us! Always remember,
the safest place to be is in the will of God! Let me repeat
this. The safest place to be is in the will of God! Stay
with Him and walk with Him and if we are with Him,
there is never anything to be afraid of!
Listen to some of the comforting promises our Lord
Jesus Christ told his followers:
Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as
the world gives do I give you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid… In the world you
will have tribulation; but take courage, I have
overcome the world (John 14:27; 16:33) Christ offered
this comfort right before he was arrested and
crucified. He knew his disciples would be confused
and afraid, yet he reminded them that His peace is
something no unexpected circumstance can take
away! As He often told his friends, “Do not be afraid.
Fear not!”
Jesus’ final words, right before He left His followers
and ascended into heaven, were And remember I am
with you always even to the end of the age. (Matthew
28:20) He reminded them that He was not leaving
them alone. He promised I will not leave you
orphans. (John 14:19) but reminded them that He was
sending His Spirit to always live in them.
We see another incredible example of this peace in the
Apostle Paul, when he himself faced an uncertain
future locked up in prison himself. He didn’t know if
he faced life or death, and yet he was concerned about
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the Christians in Philippi who themselves were facing
persecution and the uncertainty of their own lives,
and he encouraged them by writing Do not be anxious
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7)
The Apostle Peter had similar advice to offer in his
first letter when he wrote, “Cast all your anxiety on
him because he cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)
These words remind us: “Do not be afraid; Fear not; I
am with you.” This doesn’t mean we won’t be
concerned. We all may have certain anxiety and
worries. And we must take all the precautions and
guidelines necessary to protect ourselves and one
another, but as Christians we shouldn’t allow fear to
become a guiding force for our actions. We need to
remember that God is with us and will always remain
close to us no matter what uncertainty we face.
Throughout history, Christians have faced countless
perils and dangers from devastating plagues that have
wiped out large portions of the population to wars,
famine, pestilence and other natural and man-made
threats. Yet Christians have always found their
greatest Source of comfort, support and strength in
their faith in Christ and in the assurance that God is
with us!
He is our Rock and if we rest in Him, the unexpected
storms and waves of the world won’t impact us. As
the Psalmist proclaims, “The Lord is my light and my
salvation, whom shall I fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be
afraid?” (Psalm 27:1) In moments of fear or
uncertainty, pause from listening to the constant
voices of panic all around us, and enter into the
silence of resting in the Presence of God. Turn your
attention to Him and invite His “peace which
transcends all understanding” to come into our
hearts. He is our Source of peace and strength. He is
the Well-Spring of comfort and hope. Christ is our
Rock and our Refuge. Do not allow fear to overwhelm
you. Rest in the Lord and know that whatever
tomorrow brings, we will be dwelling secure in the
peace of our loving God.
Remember also that not only have Christians not been
afraid of whatever unexpected challenges life brings,
but throughout history Christians have always been
among the first in society to courageously help those
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in need, offering whatever support, compassion, and
encouragement necessary to comfort those facing the
fears and challenges of the world.
So let us keep turning to our Lord these days
whenever fear tempts us, and don’t allow any fear or
panic of society to push Christ out of your mind. May
we act as His instruments in bringing His healing
grace and love to those suffering and to those who are
afraid.
“Lord of the Power, be with us. For in times of
distress, we have no other help but You, Lord of the
Powers, have mercy on us.”

A Reflection on Elder Paisios
Of all the Elder’s gifts, what impressed me most
was his love. A love without
limits, without
hesitation,
with absolute self sacrifice. A
love on fire, sweet, almighty,
divine. A love which poured
out from within him, without
discretions, which embraced the
good and the evil people equally warmly, his friends and enemies, his own but also the foreigners, the worthy but also the
unworthy, the Orthodox but also those of other
faiths, the people but also the animals and the
plants but above all, God. This was not a human
love. Such love only the Holy Spirit can give birth
to in the human heart. Human “loves” are so
small and so solf seeking, so temporary and
unstable, so egotistical and oppressive, they are
altered so easily to resentment and hate, that it is a
shame and injustice for us to compare them with
the Elder’s love.
It is these gifts, this love of the Elder which
gathered people around him. Hundreds of people
visited him daily in his cell, an unending coming
and going. The Elder gathered the pain, the agony
and the problems of the people and gave back a
solution, joy, and peace. When and wherever
necessary, he and God knew where he had to; he
intervened miraculously with divine authority
and solved the unsolvable.
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Holy Friday Luminary Bags

Great Lent / Easter
Decorations
for our Church

Remembering your Deceased Loved Ones
The GOYA is sponsoring this project for the
Lamentation service on Holy Friday evening. These
candlelit bags will light our path as we make the
procession around the Church with the Epitaphio. On
each luminary we will post the name(s) of your
deceased loved ones. The cost is $5.00 per name.
Fr. Costas will commemorate these names silently
during the service. Please place your order online or
at the designated table during coffee hour each
Sunday during Lent. Orders can be placed by using
the form below or through our website. The deadline
is Palm Sunday, April 12. Bags will be displayed on
our website.

NOTE: We are still decorating the church during the
Lenten services and plan to continue through Easter.
We would like to take this opportunity to extend to
you an invitation to share in making our Great Lent,
Holy Week and Pascha a most beautiful and fulfilling
journey. Please consider making a donation in honor
or in memory of a loved one. All donations will be
acknowledged in the May issue of The Messenger.
Below is a list of some of the items that are purchased
with the donations we receive:

Example of wording on bags and pricing:

 Palms and plants

For one person:
In Memory of John Papadopoulos by his Children
Total Cost: $5.00

 Easter Lily plants

If you would like Husband and Wife together:
In Memory of John and Maria Papadopoulos by
their children
Total Cost: $10.00

 Flowers for the Icon of the Nymphios

I would like to donate (#)

luminaries.

 Flowers for Veneration of the Cross
 Flowers for Salutation services
 Flowers for the Epitaphio

 Flowers for the altar
 Crucifixion wreath
 Eggs and ribbon

In memory of: (Please PRINT names as you wish
them to appear on each luminary)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1)

Name

2)

Donation

3)

In memory of

$

4)

5)

For the health of

6)
Total number of Names
$

@ $5.00 each =

Total amount enclosed

Donated by:
Phone:
Please make checks payable to:
St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church.
Thank you!

Donations can also be made through our website:
www.stpaulgoc.org.
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THE MESSENGER
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
February 12, 2020
Submitted by Georgiann Bodle, Secretary

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by President
Stephanie Ocker at 7:05 PM.
INVOCATION
Given by Rev. Father Costas P. Keares, Protopresbyter.
ROLL CALL
☒ Father Costas Keares
☐ Asmis, Nicholas
☒ Bodle, Chris
☒ Bodle, Georgiann
☒ Brown, Dave
☒ Contoveros, Paul
☒ Dadas, Alex

☒ Elliott, John
☒ Kokkas, Ted

☒ Marakas, Thalia
☒ Ocker, Stephanie
☒ Pontikos, Irene
☒ Rokakis, Andy
☐ Wendland Porter, Jean

☒ Economou, Jim
OPENING REMARKS ~ President Stephanie Ocker said
that John Trihas has resigned from Parish Council. He
will remain on the committees he’s volunteered to
participate in. Based on Article VI of the Parish
Bylaws, Parish Council membership shall fill the
vacancy at a regularly scheduled Parish Council
meeting. A Parish Council member may nominate a
candidate and all nominations must be seconded, the
nominee must accept the nomination, must be of Good
Standing and at least 18 years old, and nominations
shall be voted upon by the Parish Council and filled by
a majority vote. Thalia Marakas nominated Jim Trakas;
Chris Bodle seconded. Jim previously expressed
interest in serving. Stephanie Ocker has also contacted
another candidate but needs to verify if he is interested
in serving. A potential third candidate was also
mentioned.
Chris Bodle was temporarily filling the Financial
Secretary role but due to his new job, he needs to
resign by 2/29/20. Chris’ signing authority on all St.
Paul accounts must be removed by 2/29/20.
MINUTES ~ Irene Pontikos moved to approve the
January 8, 2020 Parish Council meeting minutes as
amended. Thalia Marakas seconded. Approved.
CORRESPONDENCE ~ Email from Christina Keares – she
will be participating in a Project Mexico mission trip
over Spring Break-group needs to raise $4,000 and
Christina’s out of pocket expense will be $1,000. She is

requesting support. Chris Bodle moved to cover $800;
John Elliott seconded. Approved.
Thank you letter received from IOCC for the 2019 $250
donation.
Thank you letter received from St. Mary of Egypt for
the 2019 $250 donation.
St. Photios Awards Banquet – every year given to two
parishioners from each church. Father Costa will send
out an email to Parish and requested two volunteers to
assist him with the process. Stephanie Ocker and
Thalia Marakas volunteered to help. Thalia suggested
having a list of prior awardees for reference.
FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT (Chris Bodle) ~
Financial statements have been updated through
12/31/19. For the year, St. Paul exceeded the revenue
budget by $156,171 and exceeded the expense budget
by $21,065, resulting in a positive variance in net
income for the year by $135,121. The primary reasons
for the variance were discussed.
Accounts Receivable and Accounts Payable were
reported as mostly current and no major issues or
concerns.
January 2020 financial statements were drafted but are
incomplete as several accruals for January expenses
need to be made.
An update was provided on the Ohio Bureau of
Worker’s Compensation Policy Activity Rebate
Program, which will provide a 50% discount on our
worker’s compensation insurance costs if we complete
11 activities in the program. Chris reported that he
completed 9 of 11 activities.
One activity
recommended is an injured workers procedure, which
Chris will present to the Human Resources Committee
for review and approval.
Chris discussed the role of the Financial Secretary,
specifically item 4 that appears in the Bylaws which
indicates “4. The Financial Secretary shall oversee that
a correct and updated record of all donations be kept
of all members of the Parish by the authorized church
personnel, (i.e., yearly statements).” Chris indicated
that he will continue to work on procedures and
controls to ensure the accuracy of stewardship
statements.
Chris reported that the previous agreement with Senior
Fellowship on the accounting for Senior Fellowship
activity has been rescinded.
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CLERGY REPORT (Father Costas) ~ GOYA tournaments
season– last one is this weekend in Pittsburgh.
Thankful for all the volunteers who have put a lot of
work into organizing the tournaments.
Saturdays of Souls – next three Saturdays (beginning
2/22) – need at least one Parish Council member to be
at the candle stand. Jim Economou volunteered.
Picked up six cases of beeswax candles yesterday.
Need to ensure we remove sand from the candles
when throwing them away and pack candles down in
boxes to maximize space. Avoid leaving boxes under
the candle stands. Keep boxes in the closet in the back.

Koliva Workshop – Friday before 1st Saturday of Souls
– 15-20 people signed up already.
Father Costas is attending a Clergy Retreat - March 1012 in Ligonier, PA – Metropolitan Savas and area
clergy will attend. Next Parish Council meeting moved
to Wednesday, March 18 at 7:00 PM to accommodate
Father Costas’ schedule.
Our GOYA is planning a trip to New York City.
Planning to go to the Archdiocese and meet with the
Archbishop, do some sightseeing and participate in
Greek Independence Day Parade.
Catechism began last night – six week session. Twelve
people in the group.
Grateful to Deacon Makarios from St. Matthew’s
Antiochian Church who came and assisted on Sunday.
Stephanie Ocker mentioned that the February 24
Philoptochos Baking Class will be led by Father Costas.
He will be teaching the group how to make Saragli
Baklava.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
BY-LAWS (Stephanie Ocker) ~ Bylaws Committee met.
Initial discussions included election components of the
bylaws and any revisions needed to align with the
Uniform Parish Regulations (UPR). Next meeting will
be Monday, February 17. All recommended revisions
will be submitted to Parish Council for review and
approval.
A special committee, the Election Procedure
Committee, is being established to address procedural
issues encountered with the previous election and
make recommendations to prevent similar issues in the
future. President Stephanie Ocker appointed Chris
Bodle as the Chairman of the special committee.
Committee will include the election committee
members, representation from the nominating
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committee and individuals involved with the election
process.
CLERGY-LAITY (Father Costas/Irene Pontikos/Thalia
Marakas) ~ Need an ushering committee and
volunteers to set up and tear down for that day. Met
with Jason Brennan last week regarding the coffee
reception.
Expecting 500 people. Father Costas
indicated we will be requesting donations from the
community-at-large to cover the expenses. Certain
expenses will be paid by the Clergy-Laity committee.
FAMILY MINISTRY (Thalia Marakas) ~ First meeting
was January 29, 2020 – discussed the following:
▪ No baskets will be put out for donations during
Lenten Dinners this year.
▪ Metropolis GOYA Spring Retreat at Camp Nazareth
March 20—22.
▪ Sunday School – March 8 Sunday of Orthodoxy
(students will bring icons); March 15 Oratorical
Festival – topics can be viewed online and in
February Messenger.
▪ Due to Youth Safety Program requirements, certain
teachers who did not want to participate are not
returning to teach Sunday School, leaving no 7th & 8th
grade teachers. Combining classes with other grades
through the remainder of the year.
▪ Hellenic Dancers—94 dancers – measuring and
assigning costumes to all dancers in the spring.
Assessed a late fee for late registration, which was
very effective in ensuring timely registration.
▪ Concern – clarification for use of vans for GOYA
Basketball, dances, youth events. Ken Boukis
reviewing the insurance policy.
▪ Bookstore—continued bathroom leaks and no
internet access (both are being taken care of.)
▪ Greek School – 45 students – will have a breakfast
fundraiser following Greek Independence Day
program on March 29. Letter received from Kathy
Glaros regarding salary increase considerations. To
be discussed by Finance Committee in working on
2021 budget.
▪ Next meeting April 22, 2020.
FINANCE (John Elliott) ~ February 10, 2020- Finance
Committee Mtg. via conference call. Discussed the
following:
▪ Procedures - Elaine created standard operating
procedure electronic storage space on Office 365 –
will eventually make it available for all Parish
Council members to access.
▪ Candle Money – based on IRS rules, candle money
should not be treated as a tax-deductible donation –
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▪

▪

▪

▪

Committee recommended we refrain from reporting
as tax deductible on Stewardship Statements. Can
ask parishioners who write checks to note as
Stewardship donation instead. John Elliott moved
that we change the way we account for candle money
and do not record as a tax deductible donation.
Georgiann Bodle seconded. Approved.
Depreciation of capital assets—recommended by the
Financial Secretary and by the Audit Committee;
Finance Committee recommends we transition to
capitalizing and depreciation applicable assets. Paul
Contoveros moved that we begin capitalizing and
depreciating our capital assets. Chris Bodle
seconded. Approved.
Improving financial transparency - include financials
on bulletin board in addition to The Messenger and
include stewardship amounts (pledged & received
YTD) in The Messenger.
New Business – considering opening a money
market account – 1.5% promotional rate at PNC –
minimum balance $2,500 – 1.5% for 6 months, after
that the rate will slightly decrease. Paul researched
and it won’t impact our fees.
Allocated budget for Ministries – developing a
process to ensure each ministry has an opportunity
to participate in the budget process by reviewing
their allocated budget amount and to propose
changes if needed.

HOME COMMITTEE /REAL ESTATE (Nick Asmis / John
Elliott)
▪ Sound System – Assessment and Scope of work
February 13 – tentative completion end of February.
▪ Bathroom Remodel Project – plumbing contract
signed. Project review meeting February 20;
projected start date March 2.
▪ Doors—front entry and exonarthex, Hellenic Center,
Boiler Room complete; still problem with the gate.
▪ Internet Network – revolving outages on our
repeater (transmits WiFi throughout the building) –
need someone to assess.
▪ Occupancy Inspection – pending.
▪ Air Remediation – the one rental home has mold in
the basement – needs to be addressed. Received bids
– Home Committee recommends Green Home
Solutions—cost of $6,500. Thalia Marakas moved
that we hire Green Home Solutions for $6,500 and
Paul Contoveros seconded. Approved.
▪ Bathrooms – Rental Homes – project will be complete
by the end of February.
CATERING & LEASING (Dave Brown)
Several meetings were held to renegotiate the contract
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with Brennan’s Catering. The revised terms being presented for Council’s approval include:
a) Removal of $50,000 annual minimum; instead, the
Church will receive 22% of Brennan’s applicable
gross sales.
b) The Philoptochos major fund raiser dates are
reserved for each year of the contract (9/26/20,
10/9/21 and 10/8/22.)
c) During the months of May, June, August, September
and October Church events not being catered by
Brennan’s can be reserved no earlier than 30 days
before the event date.
d) Brennan’s will not be charged for utility costs.
Preliminary analysis based on the new terms and
events Brennan’s already has booked for this year
indicate that the Church could actually receive more
revenue than in the past. Brennan’s will continue to
donate staff and equipment needed to help with the
Festival.
Hall Usage – any ministry who books through
Brennan’s will no longer receive a 10% discount.
Ministries who reserve the hall without using
Brennan’s for an event will no longer have to pay 10%
of ticket sales. For events after church, the 1:00 PM
deadline to be out of the hall no longer applies, as long
as the caterer does not have an event. As the actual
contract was not provided at the meeting, Parish
Council agreed to evaluate and approve the summary
of terms presented and the final, unsigned version will
be circulated via email afterward. Andy Rokakis made
a motion to approve the contract provided it includes
the terms documented in Dave’s summary and Parish
Council members will receive a copy afterward. John
Elliott seconded. Approved.
HUMAN RESOURCES (Alex Dadas) ~ In the process of
discussing new part-time office position with Elaine.
PAVE THE WAY (Jim Economou) ~ As of February 12,
118 parishioners have participated in the final phase
(participation rate 23.5%). We have collected $240,000.
Estimated cost to complete the project and be free of
debt is $140,000. Project should be completed by May
31. Jim suggested that we add donor names to The
Messenger.
STEWARDSHIP / MEMBERSHIP (Georgiann Bodle/Andy
Rokakis) ~ January 2020 – 247 pledge cards received,
total pledged $300,106 ($40,000 increase from prior
year at this time with 38 fewer pledge cards collected);
received YTD $62,099.
St. Paul’s Acts of Kindness – ZOE House collection and
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Christmas caroling in December, supported Daughters’ Water With Blessings event in January (collected
$2,500+), working on other ideas for March.

PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
March 1, 2020

E-Giving – Donation Kiosk – goal to implement before
MEFGOX Convention & Clergy-Laity. Will leverage
info from other churches that have implemented and
schedule a demo for Parish Council.

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by President Stephanie Ocker at 12:00 PM.

Stewardship section of The Messenger – will include
monthly stewardship info (pledge goal, pledges made
YTD, pledges paid YTD and other non-pledge
stewardship payments.)

INVOCATION
Given by Rev. Father Costas P. Keares, Protopresbyter.

Sponsoring Cheesefare Sunday – 3/1 – will have
cheesecakes at coffee hour.
Andy has ideas for membership – share our ministries
with others and gain new members. Personal effort to
go up to new people or people who haven’t been in
church for a while. Reach out to young adults who no
longer attend church. Dave Brown recommended contacting parishioners who have left St. Paul or no longer attend church and inquire as to why; let people
know that they are missed. Next meeting – February
25 at 6:00 PM.

Submitted by Georgiann Bodle, Secretary

☒ Father Costas Keares
☐ Asmis, Nicholas

☒ Elliott, John
☒ Kokkas, Ted

☒ Bodle, Chris
☒ Bodle, Georgiann

☒ Marakas, Thalia
☒ Ocker, Stephanie

☒ Brown, Dave
☒ Contoveros, Paul

☒ Pontikos, Irene
☒ Rokakis, Andy

☒ Dadas, Alex
☒ Economou, Jim

☐ Wendland Porter, Jean

ROLL CALL

PROPERTY FEASIBILITY SPECIAL COMMITTEE (John Trihas /Stephanie Ocker presented) ~ Reviewed reports
and recommendations from three real estate agents;
certain items must be fixed before considering making
a recommendation to sell. Next meeting scheduled
for February 18. Recommendation to be presented to
Parish Council and then at next Parish Assembly
meeting

PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY-FILLED
Two candidates were nominated for the vacancy on
Parish Council, one in the 2/12/20 Parish Council
meeting and the other via email: Dennis Diamond and
Jim Trakas. Both candidates accepted the nomination.
Council members were asked to vote for one candidate
via secret ballot. Father Costas counted the ballots.
Jim Trakas was voted in to fill the vacancy.

WAYS AND MEANS (Irene Pontikos/Thalia Marakas)
Beginning to plan for Palm Sunday Luncheon &
Agape Meal.

FINANCIAL SECRETARY POSITION
Discussed the open Financial Secretary role. Paul
provided an update that Chris Bodle was removed as
an authorized signer on the PNC accounts. Chris
offered to continue to serve in all Financial Secretary
capacities (other than signing checks) until a
replacement is found. Parish Council agreed to discuss
this topic again in the regularly scheduled March
meeting.

OLD BUSINESS ~ None

NEW BUSINESS ~ None
ROUNDTABLE ~ No discussion
ADJOURNMENT AND BENEDICTION ~ Thalia Marakas
moved to adjourn; Ted Kokkas seconded. Motion
passed. Meeting adjourned at 9:40
PM. Father Costas gave the Benediction.

ADJOURNMENT AND BENEDICTION
John Elliott moved to adjourn; Dave
Brown seconded.
Motion passed.
Meeting adjourned at 12:10 PM.
Father Costas gave the Benediction.
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The Orthodox Funeral Home

Parma

Strongsville

440-238-7701

216-398-1010

4129 E 49th St.
Newburgh Heights, OH 44105

(216) 417-3102

18123 Rockside Road
Bedford, OH 44146
www.motorcarsacura.com
www.motorcarsvolvo.com
440-439-8400
Visit one of our websites to view our large
selection of new & preowned inventory

Award Winning Service.
Award Winning Results.

Michael T. Barkoukis M.D., F.A.C.S
Michael T. Berte M.D., F.A.C.S.
Leonard H. Bernstein M.D., F.A.C.S.
Lawrence A. Gervasi M.D., F.A.C.S.
Adonis Hijaz, M.D.
Martin A. Kosdrosky M.D., F.A.C.S
Tim A. Sidor M.D., F.A.C.S.
J. Patrick Spirnak M.D., F.A.C.S
David S. Turk M.D., F.A.C.S
Jonathan Corrigan DHSc, PA-C
Matthew A. Mates PA-C • Ravi Singh PA-C

Gloria Knotek
Realtor®

6900 Pearl Rd. • Middleburg Hts., OH 44130
440.845.0900

Top Real Estate Agent - Cleveland Magazine
National Sales Excellence - Top 5%
Million Dollar Producer
OAR President’s Sales Club
Quality Service Award

Papous Tap & Grille
Great Food & Family Atmosphere
On & Off Premise Catering

Real Estate Mortgage Title Insurance

Serving Northeast Ohio for Your
Residential Real Estate Needs

Office/Cell: 440.823.4045
gloriaknotek@howardhanna.com

360 Aurora Commons, Aurora OH

330.562.2401

2055 Crocker Rd., Suite 101, Westlake

www.HowardHanna.com

Theodore E.
Loizos, M.D.
Cataract Surgery
Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Offices in Fairview Park,
Lakewood, North Olmsted, Lorain,
& Middleburg Heights

Fairview Eye Center
Eye Center of Lakewood
21375 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park 16400 Hilliard Blvd, Lakewood
440-333-3060
216-228-1800
www.FairviewEyeCenter.com

Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today!
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268

ETERNITY MONUMENTS INC.
15420 Brookpark Rd., Cleveland, OH

Tim Stallman

timstallman@gmail.com
440.309.5977
eternitymonuments.com
Cemetery Monuments | Cemetery Lettering | Bronze Markers

4-E-5-5

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0902
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WIANT
JEWELERS

Papandreas Orthodontics

APRIL 2020

Spectacular Smiles Superior Service

Now 2 locations!
North Royalton
& Brunswick

www.DrPapandreas.com

Vinkovich
Family Dental
Dr. Craig Vinkovich &
Dr. Derek Vinkovich
6675 Royalton Rd
North Royalton, Ohio 44133

440.237.3223

“Fine Jewelry”

Family Owned and Operated

Dave & Diane Wiant

Home Cooking -

at prices you can afford

3511 Center Rd • Brunswick

7851 Broadview Rd • Seven Hills

216-447-4444

(330) 273-1338

Monday-Saturday 6am-9pm • Sunday 6 am-8pm

ATHENS
IMPORTED
FOODS & DELI
Since 1958

5120 Pearl Road
Cleveland

216-861-8149
AthensImportedFood@sbcglobal.net

Professional In-Home Senior Caring

Dementia Care / Personal Care / Housekeeping
Medication Reminders / Overnight Safety
Meals Prepared & Shared / Companionship
Only 2 hours daily or up to 24/7 Caring!

• John S. Collis, M.D
Neurosurgery
• Deborah Blades, M.D.
Neurosurgery

• Louis Keppler, M.D
Orthopedic Surgery
• Matthew E. Levy, M.D
Orthopedic Surgery

Back Surgery • Orthopedics • Sports Medicine • Total Joint Replacement

Drs. E Tartara, Apotsos,
Steffas, & J Tartara
8200 Avery Rd. • Broadview Hts.

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

440-526-4866

6701 Rockside Road, Independence • Solon • Cleveland

www.averydentalgroup.com

440-746-1055

Comprehensive General Care

A Solid Foundation
for Future Education

237-5000

wishingwellpreschool.com

FAULHABER

FUNERAL HOME
Providing Orthodox Services with

Care, Compassion And Dignity
7915 Broadview Rd., Broadview Heights

440.526.7315

www.faulhaberfuneralhome.com

4-E-5-5

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0902

ST. PAUL GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
4548 Wallings Road
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Stewardship of TIME in Action
Many thanks to our Stewardship
Committee for organizing Cheesecakes
for Cheesefare Sunday and to all who
donated the cheesecakes!

Thank you to our Stewardship Committee, donors, and
volunteers who gathered to make over 170 bagged lunches
for St. Herman’s!

