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Congratulations Graduates!!!

CLERGY REFLECTIONS
MINISTRIES OF THE CHURCH
MONTHLY CALENDAR
STEWARDSHIP NEWS
UPCOMING EVENTS
YOUTH NEWS
While our High School and College graduates were
highlighted in our JUNE / JULY issue of The
Messenger, we also wanted to honor them on
Graduate Sunday. Each graduate was given an
Orthodox prayer book with a small icon to be
companion and guide in their life’s journey.
In the top picture on the left we have Demitra Sejka,
Stylianos Prinolakis, and Andrew Nackowiz. Not
pictured are Michelle Kalucis, Kosta Lignos, Niko
McDonald, Lance Trihas.
In the bottom picture on the left we have Stacey
Nackowiz and Anastasia Lindemann. Not pictured
are Sophia Cook, Charles (CJ) Johnson, Anamaria
Petsas, Isabel Saridakis, and Mia Yeager.
May our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ guide you
along the path you will choose to follow and open up
opportunities so that you can prosper and succeed in
all your accomplishments!!!
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The following ministries are the lifeblood of our parish
and perform many activities to promote the growth of
our church. Your participation in these organizations
makes our community more spiritually complete.
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Deadline for all articles and Organization Minutes is
the 1st of the month. Please keep this in mind! Items
can be e-mailed to messenger@stpaulgoc.org.
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Like our
to keep up to date on the
happenings of our parish. Even if you are not on
Facebook, you can view our postings on the Home
page of our website.
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Pastoral Reflections by Father Costas
Dear Parishioners and friends,
As we begin the month of August,
we begin this beautiful 15-days
period in which the Church focuses
on the person the Virgin Mary. We
will celebrate special supplicatory prayers beseeching
her intercessions to her Son, and our Lord and God
and Savior Jesus Christ. We are surrounded by a
Protestant culture that has downplayed the role of
Mary in the life of the Church. Thus, it is good for all of
us to remind
ourselves again why we honor this
special saint, and to be clear in our understanding of
her place in our
Orthodox Church. I hope and pray
the article below brings clarity to all of us as to why we
honor Mary, the Theotokos. See the August calendar
for the special services that we celebrate in her honor.
May she continue to intercede for all of us.

“The Orthodox Church honors and venerates the
Virgin Mary as "more honorable than the Cherubim
and more glorious without compare than the
Seraphim …" Her name is mentioned in every service,
and her intercession before the throne of God is asked.
She is given the title of "Theotokos" (Greek for "Birthgiver-of-God), as well as "Mother of God". She has a
definite role in Orthodox Christianity, and can in no
way be considered an instrument which, once used,
was laid aside and forgotten.
Objections to the veneration of the Theotokos are based
primarily on what is called "a lack of scriptural
evidence to support such a practice." While it is true
that the Church depends heavily on her Tradition
other than Holy Scripture (Ecumenical Councils,
liturgical books, and the writings of the Fathers) for
details and the precise definition of the nature of the
veneration of the Virgin Mary, there are several
passages of the New Testament that really form the
basis for our practice.
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to announce to the
Virgin the birth of the Saviour: "Hail, full of grace, the
Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among
women." (Luke 1:28) This angelic salutation forms a
part of the hymn of the Church most frequently sung
in her honor. Could we be wrong in repeating the
words of the very messenger of God? Elizabeth, the
Virgin's cousin, considered it an honor for the Mother
of her Lord to visit her. "And whence is this to me that
the Mother of my Lord should come to me?" (Luke
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1:43) Is there any real difference between saying
"Mother of God" and "Mother of the Lord"? Surely,
God is the Lord! (Psalm 118:27) In the course of her
visit to Elizabeth, the Blessed Virgin spoke the words
that form the principal hymn sung in her honor at the
Matins service.
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit hath
rejoices in God my Saviour. For He hath regarded the
low estate of His handmaiden, for, behold,
henceforth all generations shall call me
blessed." (Luke 1: 47-48)
Elizabeth had already been "filled with the Holy Spirit",
precisely that she might cry out: "Blessed art thou
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb." (Luke 1:41, 42) This honor given the Theotokos
by her cousin is exactly what all generations of the
Church do when they call her blessed. Finally, when
Jesus saw His mother and the disciple John standing by
the cross, He entrusted him with her care, but He also
established a new spiritual relationship between them in
saying to the disciple: "Behold thy Mother!" (John 19:27)
What possible significance could this declaration of our
Lord have except, to make His Mother the Mother of all
Christians? If she really had other children would she be
in need of an outsider's home?
The Incarnation of God was foretold in the Old
Testament. A race was chosen for a specific purpose: to
produce a holy humanity from which God could take
flesh. Mary is the one who, in the Lord's words, "heard
the word of God and kept it." (Luke 11:28) Through
her personal sinlessness she fulfilled all the hopes and
prophecies of Israel. She figured greatly in the very
prophecies, the most important of which is that of
Isaiah: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a
son, and shall call his name Emmanuel." (Isaiah 7:14)
The Church has always considered the following as
prefigures or symbols of the role of the Theotokos in
the Divine plan, and appoints them to be read on the
eves of three of the feasts dedicated to her memory.
▪ The first is the story of Jacob's ladder, which refers
to her being the means by which God chose to
enter into the world physically. "He saw in his
sleep a ladder standing upon the earth, and the top
thereof touching heaven, the angels also of God
ascending and descending by it". (Genesis 28:12)
▪ Then from the Prophecy of Ezekiel are the words
concerning her perpetual virginity: "And the Lord
said unto me: This gate shall be shut, it shall not
be opened, and no man shall pass through it;
(continued on page 5)
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Funerals

Our Parish ~ Her Life & People
Wedding

May Their Memory Be Eternal
July 27th

Ethel Williams

July 29th

Clara Kostantaras

20th

June
Michael Snelly and Thea Charnas
Koumbara ~ Tria Charnas

Baptisms
27th

June
Giorgio ~ son of Joshua and Kirasoula Phillips
Godparents ~ Alexandros and Olympia Filipos
July 18th
Jake Berg ~ Adult baptism
Sponsor ~ Joseph Pearl
Giovanna Grace (Ioanna) ~ daughter of Mark & Erin
Beechuk
Godmother ~ Stephanie Berardinelli
July 19th
Angelos ~ son of Scott and Tonia Campobenedetto
Godparents ~ Vicky Erwin and Gus Tsesmelis
July 25th
Vasilia ~ daughter of Andreas and Keli Paragios
Godparents ~ Milan and Erin Kubat

Congratulations

We would be happy to announce a special occasion in this
column. All you need to do is notify the office at
440.237.8998 or messenger@stpaulgoc.org.

Welcome to the NEW
The new Orthodox Observer places the Church in the
context of the current world we live in through a
diverse and informative experience — offering
participants a meaningful connection with the
Archdiocese and its many ministries and affiliates.
To sign up for the Orthodox Observer Weekly
Newsletter and Updates, please visit https://bit.ly/
observersubscribe.

Subscribe to our Email List

Charles Frank Johnson, son of Frank
and Helena Johnson and grandson of
Anthi Johnson, received his Bachelors
of Business Administration with a
focus on Marketing from the Cleveland
State University Monte Ahuja College
of Business.

May 5th
Congratulations to Elias and Elaina
Antonaklas on welcoming their daughter, Maura
Faith, weighing 7 lbs. 12 oz. and 21” long. She joins
her big brother, Chrysovalandi Efstathios.

In order to better serve our community, parish
announcements from Father and the office will now
look like the image above and come from
STPAULNR@listserv.goarch.org. To subscribe to
these announcements, join our mailing list https://
www.stpaulgoc.org/news/join-our-mailing-list.

AUGUST 2020
(continued from page 3…)

because the Lord God of Israel hath entered in by
it, and it shall be shut." (Ezekiel 44:2)
▪ The same is true of the burning bush seen by
Moses: Mary contained in her womb the
God-man, Jesus Christ, the God who is a
consuming fire, and was not consumed.
The consequences of denying the Theotokos a part in
the life of Christians are more serious than one may
think in view of all its implications. Orthodox
theology insists upon the two perfect natures of our
Lord Jesus Christ; He was perfect God and perfect
Man. The Virgin Mary communicated the humanity of
the Incarnate God. The redemption of the human race
was possible through the union of God and man in
Christ. De-emphasis of the sinlessness of Christ's
Mother, insistence upon her having other children by
Joseph (which cannot be demonstrated by the New
Testament), and failure to remember her part in the
history of the salvation of mankind have contributed
to a general misunderstanding in some churches of
the Incarnation in all its fullness and power. Very
closely related to the above-mentioned things is the
denial of the virgin birth of Christ, a rather popular
feature of present-day liberal theology. After the
virgin birth, the next basic teaching under attack is the
divinity of Christ, and His resurrection, and with that,
the Holy Trinity Itself.
The Virgin Mary in the Orthodox view is not regarded
as a mediatrix or co-redemptress. She is an intercessor
for us, and the content of prayer addressed to her is a
request for her intercession. The Orthodox concept of
the Church is the basic reason for the invocation of the
Theotokos and all the saints. The Militant Church on
earth and the Victorious Church in heaven are
intimately bound together in love. If it is proper for
one sinner to ask another sinner to pray for him, how
much more fitting it must be to ask the saints already
glorified and near the throne of God to pray for us.
Surely, they know something of what goes on here,
for else how could there be rejoicing in heaven over
the conversion of one sinner? (Luke 15:10) The saints
in heaven are equals of the angels (Luke 20:36), who
are used by God in the accomplishment of His
purpose (Acts 12:7)
There is scriptural evidence to support the traditional
Orthodox attitude toward the Virgin Mary and the
saints. The other equally valid parts of Tradition also
afford abundant evidence of its soundness and
importance.
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(The above article on the Virgin Mary was penned by the
late, saintly OCA Archbishop, Dmitri Royster of Dallas)

To Father Costas and my St Paul
Church Family,
It is hard for me to find the right words
to thank you for all the prayers, phone
calls, and cards.
They meant the world to me. I am
blessed with not only a loving, caring
family, but also a loving, caring church
family.
All my love,
Angie Kornelakis
OUR TRANSFIGURATION
The Feast of our Lord’s Transfiguration Aug 6th
Why do we come to Church each week? What
are we seeking from our Christian faith? What
is our ultimate goal for this brief life here on
planet earth? The Feast of Our Lord’s
Transfiguration (Aug 6) clearly teaches us that our
goal in life should be nothing less than
TRANSFIGURATION! To be transfigured, to be transformed, to be lifted up out of the superficialities of the
world and to become “a new creation” in Jesus Christ,
one truly united with our Lord and filled with His
Divine light and energies!
Let’s begin with the story itself. The twelve disciples
traveled with Christ for three years, hearing His
inspiring teachings, witnessing His amazing healings
and miracles, and constantly wrestling with the
question, “Who is this man?” Is He a great prophet,
like the prophets of old? Is He a King, like king David
who conquered the nations all around Israel? Is He
the Messiah, the long-awaited Savior of Israel?
The crowds all agreed that no one ever taught with
such authority. He even claimed to forgive sins! Yet,
the disciples remained caution. They hoped Jesus was
the Christ, but He confused them. (continued on back page...)
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~Maria Lovejoy
Sunday School Director

each series for further discussions with projects, activities, websites and so much more. The following topics
have been introduced so far:
Week 1: Angels
Week 2: First Day of Creation
Week 3: The Sky
Week 4: Earth, Sea and Plants
Week 5: Sun, Moon and Stars

Blessed August Everyone!
Praying that everyone is staying safe, healthy, strong
and taking good care of each other.
Our St. Paul Sunday School families continued to stay
connected to our Orthodox Faith during the summer
months. The families received lessons along with
activities via e-mail on the following past Feast Days:
Sunday of the Paralytic, Sunday of the Samaritan
Woman, Sunday of the Blind Man, The Ascension and
Pentecost. In addition, they received a Summer
Reading list of books provided by the Department of
Religious Education. Some of the books included on
the list are as follows:
PRESCHOOL
 Goodnight Jesus
 Christian Alphabet Book
ELEMENTARY
 Christina Goes to Church
 Christina Learns the Sacraments
MIDDLE SCHOOL
 Special Agents of Christ
 Vanessa the Wonder-Worker
High School
 Hear Me: A Prayerbook for Orthodox Teens
 The Orthodox Church: 455 Questions and Answers
ADULT
 Discovering God through the Daily Practice of
His Presence
 Making God Real in the Orthodox Christian
Home
If you’re interested in a complete list of the Summer
Reading books, please contact Maria Lovejoy at
330.220.3213.

Currently, our St. Paul Sunday School families are
receiving e-mails on a 10-week summer series
called "Soak Up the Son: The Wonder of God’s Creation.”
The series reminds us “to commit ourselves and one
another and our whole lives to Christ our God.” New
episodes air every Monday at 12:00 p.m. Eastern Time
on the GOA Center for Family Care website
( fam i l y . go ar ch . or g )
and
F ac eb o ok
page
(www.facebook.com/centerforfamilycare).
In
addition, a Family Activity Guide is provided with

Looking ahead…

DORMITION FAST begins Saturday, August 1st. It is
a time of fasting, self-examination, and prayer. Please
make an effort to attend any of the services that are
listed on the August calendar in this issue of The
Messenger. If you are not able to attend, you may
follow along on the live stream
Also, not knowing what the future holds for our
church and Sunday School during these challenging
times, it’s difficult to anticipate and prepare for the
upcoming new school year. Therefore, please be
patient and look for future notifications and updates
via e-mail. In the meantime, if you’re interested in
volunteering your time to our Sunday School program
and further enriching your child(ren)’s spiritual
education, please consider in helping in the following
areas when Sunday School resumes:













Registration
Teaching/Substitute Teaching
Youth Sunday
Coffee Socials
Oratorical Festival
Christmas Pageant
Lenten Meal
Good Friday Retreat
Myrofores
Saturday of Lazarus Breakfast
Easter Egg Hunt
End-of-the-Year Picnic

NEW YOUTH SAFETY POLICY: A new standard for
“Youth Safety” has been put in place across the
Archdiocese in keeping our youth safe at every youth
ministry program and/or event. Please read the letter
from Archbishop Elpidophoros of America at https://
www.goarch.org/safety regarding “New Youth
Safety Policies” and to what is expected from YOU in
helping in our ministry. If you have any questions,
please contact our Youth Safety Director, Dena Wilson,
at stpaulyouthsafety@gmail.com.
Enjoy the rest of your summer and continue to stay

AUGUST 2020
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STRONG in faith, TRUST in the Lord and have HOPE
that we will be reunited in worship, studies and
fellowship soon. In the meantime, continue to BE IN
CHURCH via YouTube/Facebook.

Greek School News
~ Kathy Glaros
Greek School Superintendent

I hope everyone is well and safe and enjoy the hot days
of the summer.
Since the pandemic started, we've been learning a lot
how to stay connected when we're physically apart.
Following the directives of the Metropolis and our
church and schools were closed, we continued our
learning remotely and were able to finish successfully.
Together with your support we have done a lot.
The next step in reopening our school and returning to
classrooms is a decision that has to come from the
church and it's leaders. It will be a tough decision to
make, but the health and safety of our students,
families, and teachers is our first priority.
COVID-19 is still with us and in our communities.

Hellenic Dancers
~ Eleni Johnson, Dance Director

For more information you can check the website or call
the church office.
I hope you are staying safe, healthy and happy.

This month as I sit down to write the August
Messenger article, I am once again reminded on how
different this year is from any other year.
No photos to share, no sweaty costumes to go to the
cleaners, no exhausted instructors, no 2020 Festival!

We have all said it many times, this year is like no
other and God willing this will pass and we will be
together again soon…. preparing for the 2021 Festival!
I would however be remiss if I did not acknowledge
three individuals that were preparing to take their final
dance as St. Paul Hellenic Dancers!
Andrew
Nackowiz, Stelios Prinolakis and Demitra Sejka, three
individuals that were graduating out of our program
this year and I know were looking forward to their last
festival. Although it did not turn out the way we had
hoped, and like many other things in your Senior year
you have had to make adjustments, I know I speak for
all the instructors when I say we wish you a lifetime of
success in your new chapters.
As guidelines continue to change, we await direction
from Council, the Metropolis, and the State on when we
will be together again. We look forward to that day.
Stay well.

During this time when we are all isolated from one
another and not able to attend the church services in
church, it’s a wonder to see so many of you following
the YouTube livestream. Many of you have asked if a
candle can be lit for you in church. In response to your
request, we launched an opportunity for all who wish
to light a candle and to offer names of loved ones to be
prayed over. To do so, go to https://
www.stpaulgoc.org/about-us/candles and follow the
instructions. Orders must be placed by 3:00 PM
Friday for the candles to be lit that coming Sunday.
If you have any questions, please call the church office
for assistance.

PAGE 8

THE MESSENGER

While you’ve been away, the Home Committee has been working diligently to complete the renovations to all the
bathrooms in the facility, Proper ADA stalls are located in upstairs and Hellenic Center bathrooms. All the
bathrooms now have automatic lights and flushers, touch free soap dispensers and faucets ,along with hand dryers.

Hellenic
Center

Downstairs

Upstairs

AUGUST 2020
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Step by Step Directions to Make
Stewardship Donations online:
Thank you for your continued support of our church
ministries. We have been challenged during these days
when we are not able to come together in our church to
worship or meet through our various ministries. We all look
forward to the day when things will go back to normal
where we will be able to gather as a parish family to
continue our life. In the meantime, we encourage all of you
to please continue to support our parish through your
stewardship contribution. You can place a check in the mail
or make your contribution online. Below are the directions
to make your online donation:

THE MESSENGER
EXAMPLE:

Once you click SUBMIT you will be taken to this
page:

1) Go to our website: https://www.stpaulgoc.org/
2) Click the icon on the right that says “Support our
Ministries”

3) You will be taken to our Stewardship page where
you will see the following:






From this page you can complete your 2020
stewardship commitment form; submit your 2020
stewardship; catch up on your 2019 stewardship;
donate to Pave the Way Phase II; and more by clicking
on the appropriate blue button. You will then be
taken to the page where you can enter your
stewardship amount. See example below (the process
is the same no matter which donation button you click):

Complete the information requested
Click the box that indicates you are not a robot
Then click “Pay with Your Credit Card”
You will receive an email confirmation once
the transaction is complete

5) Recurring payments through your credit or debit
card can be set up by calling the office. You can
also setup recurring payments through your bank’s
online services.
Questions??? Feel free to contact the office via email
(messenger@stpaulgoc.org) or phone 440.237.8998 for
further assistance.

2020
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SUN

MON

TUE
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St Paul Greek Orthodox Church ~ North Royalton OH

WED

THU

* * * ALL EVENTS LISTED BELOW ARE TENTATIVE * * *

FRI

SAT
1
7:00 PM
Great Vespers

2

3

8th Sunday of
Matthew

4

5

6

7:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
Small Paraklesis Small Paraklesis Great Vespers
7:00 PM
Home
Committee mtg.

9

10

9th

Sunday of
Matthew

11

Holy

Transfiguration
8:30 AM
Orthros

7

8

7:00 PM
Great Paraklesis

9:30 AM
Liturgy

12

13

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
Small Paraklesis Great Paraklesis Parish Council
meeting

14

15 Dormition of

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
Small Paraklesis Great Vespers

the Theotokos
8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

28

29

10th Sunday of
Matthew
11:30 AM
Baptism
Father Costas on Vacation

23

24

25

26

27

11th

Sunday of
Matthew

Father Costas on Vacation

30

31

12th Sunday of
Matthew

CHURCH SERVICES
ALL SUNDAYS: 8:15 AM
Orthros

Father Costas on Vacation

9:30 AM
Liturgy

All Church services can be viewed on our
YouTube Channel

2020
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SUN

MON

Orthros

St Paul Greek Orthodox Church ~ North Royalton OH

TUE

WED

THU

* * * ALL EVENTS LISTED BELOW ARE TENTATIVE * * *

1
CHURCH SERVICES
ALL SUNDAYS: 8:15 AM

THE MESSENGER

2

3

FRI

4

SAT
5
12:00 PM
Baptism

9:30 AM
Liturgy

All Church services can be viewed on our
YouTube Channel

6

7

13th Sunday of
Matthew

Office Closed

Labor Day

8

Nativity of
the Theotokos

9

10

11

12
12:30 PM
Baptism

8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy
Virtual National Clergy Laity

13
Sunday before
Holy Cross

14

Exaltation 15
of the Holy Cross

16

8:30 AM
Orthros

7:00 PM
Parish Council
meeting

17

18

19

24

25

26

9:30 AM
Liturgy

20

21

22

23

St John the
Evangelist

Sunday after
Holy Cross

8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy

27
1st Sunday of
Luke

28

29

30

CHURCH SERVICES
ALL SUNDAYS: 8:15 AM
Orthros

9:30 AM
Liturgy

All Church services can be viewed on our
YouTube Channel

AUGUST 2020
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Stewardship News
by Georgiann Bodle

The Stewardship Committee would like to THANK
YOU for your generosity throughout this challenging
year:
THANK YOU for taking the time to complete
your 2020 pledge cards!
 THANK YOU for staying current on your
stewardship donations!
 THANK YOU for your generous support of St.
Herman’s!
 THANK YOU for your prayers!!


As we are halfway through the year, now is a great
time to reflect on the 2020 Stewardship Theme: A
Time of Every Purpose Under Heaven:
The
Stewardship of Time.

The Stewardship Committee has been making phone
calls and checking in on many of our elderly parishioners during these difficult days. If you are aware of
any other parishioner that would benefit from this
outreach, please contact Thalia Marakas via phone 203-240-4313 or email - thaliagm@aol.com and we
would be happy to include them.

Stewardship Estimate of Giving Form
Have you submitted your Fairshare Estimate of
Giving card? Simply complete the form below or go
to our website.
I / We commit $

to my/our 2020pledge

Have you fallen behind on your stewardship? Please
take a moment to submit your donation today by
using the form below or go to our website.
Please apply the enclosed $
my 2020 stewardship.

to

PLEASE REMEMBER: In order to vote / participate in
Parish Assemblies and elections, you must have
submitted your 2020 Fairshare Estimate of Giving
Card AND fulfilled your 2019 commitment in full by
the Spring Parish Assembly.
Review your first
quarter statement mailed in April to determine if you
are in good standing. Still have ??? Contact the church
office.
I have fallen behind on my 2019 commitment. Please
apply the enclosed $
to
my
2019 stewardship.
Name
Address
Email
During these unprecedented times, how can we, as
Christians, look to Ecclesiastes 3 for guidance? During
this period of uncertainty, is it time for us to
reexamine our faith?
Ecclesiastes 3:5 ~ “A time to embrace and a time to refrain
from embracing.”
Even though we may have not been able to physically
embrace one another during this time of social distancing, we can always embrace our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. We are always in His embrace, but is He
in ours?

Phone
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St Paul Greek Orthodox Church
North Royalton OH

Virtual Golf Outing
We would like to take this opportunity to thank our many sponsors for their support of
Virtual Golf Outing. Your generosity helped us raise over $3,500 to benefit the final phase of
our parking lot campaign.

Congratulations to
Sam Papandreas,
the winner of the
Foursome of golf
graciously donated
by Pine Hills Golf
Club in Hinckley

AUGUST 2020
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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
JUNE 10, 2020
Call to Order ~ The online meeting via Zoom was
called to order by President Stephanie Ocker at
7:10 PM.
Invocation ~ Given by Rev. Father Costas P. Keares,
Protopresbyter.
Roll Call
☒
☐
☒
☒
☒
☒
☒
☒

Father Costas Keares
Asmis, Nicholas
Bodle, Chris
Bodle, Georgiann
Brown, Dave
Contoveros, Paul
Dadas, Alex
Economou, Jim

☒
☒
☒
☒
☒
☒
☒
☒

Elliott, John
Kokkas, Ted
Marakas, Thalia
Ocker, Stephanie
Pontikos, Irene
Rokakis, Andy
Trakas, Jim
Wendland Porter, Jean

Visitors: Mike Lignos, John Trihas, Elaine Nackowiz
Bylaws (Stephanie Ocker) ~ Reviewed and discussed
proposed revisions to the Parish Bylaws, which the
committee has been working on since January. Based
on Parish Council’s feedback, draft returned to the
Bylaws Committee for additional revisions. Updated
version will be presented to Parish Council in a
separate meeting.
Minutes ~ Chris Bodle moved to approve the May 13,
2020 Parish Council meeting minutes as presented.
Irene Pontikos seconded. Approved.

due, and in normal range.
Accounts Payable of $18,067; $2,840 is 31-60 days past
due, and in normal range.
Depreciation adjustments have been completed to date
a) Financial statements are now on a true accrual
basis, conforming to Generally Accepted Accounting Principles.
b) Fixed assets are now presented at their net book
value, more accurately reflecting the assets’ true
value.
c) Profit & Loss impact - some items we budgeted for
in expense will be capitalized/depreciated this
year.
Additionally, we did not budget for
depreciation expense in 2020 however depreciation
will impact our financial results.
d) Chris drafted a Depreciation Policy and will
present to the Finance Committee for review and
approval at the next meeting.
e) Depreciation procedures for QuickBooks need to be
created by Elaine.
Clergy Report (Father Costas) ~ Zoom program used
by many of the ministries.
National Clergy-Laity will be held September 9-10
virtually.
Attendees will include Father Costas,
Stephanie Ocker and 2 delegates to be selected at the
Parish Assembly meeting.
Father Costas and Presvytera Nicole visited a number
of parishioners. Father Costas expressed gratitude to
Philoptochos for providing the koulourakia given as
gifts.

Correspondence ~ None.

Pre-marital counseling and catechism sessions being
conducted virtually.

Financial Secretary Report (Chris Bodle) ~ Draft
financial statements for May were presented. Chris
advised that there are open review comments on the
May financials that need to be addressed.

Church will be opened on Sunday, June 21st. A
communication including the Metropolis guidelines
we are required to comply with will be sent to the
Parish.

Revenue favorable to budget by $18,102; Expense
favorable to budget by $361,849, for favorable net
income variance by $379,950. Primary drivers of the
favorable expense variance are capital and parking lot
improvements budgeted but not yet spent and open
positions.

Metropolis doing a virtual summer camp. We’re
looking into a virtual Vacation Church School for our
parish.

Cash position at the end of May $679,481 (includes
restricted cash of $129,555).
Accounts Receivable $7,390 with $260 >90 days past

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Election Procedures Special Committee (Chris Bodle)
Chris started drafting the election procedures – in
process. Also working on nominating committee
procedures.
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Family Ministry (Thalia Marakas)
▪ Hellenic Dancers – dance groups will be permitted
to hold dance practices as long as they practice
social distancing and do not hold hands.
▪ Greek School – 7 students graduated this year
remotely/via email. The church is planning a
graduation at a later time.
▪ Sunday School – Maria Lovejoy providing
materials for families to read in the Summer. ZOE
House collection ongoing.
Finance (John Elliott) ~ Several meetings to discuss the
allocation form filed with the Metropolis. Need to meet
soon to plan the 2021 budget.
Home Committee/Real Estate (John Elliott) ~ Email
vote - on May 18, 2020, John Elliott made a motion via
email to accept Omega P&S LLC’s quote of $4,475 to
paint the bathrooms. Email vote #20518 passed on
May 19, 2020.
▪ Return to church plan - church to be cleaned on
Saturday, books will be stored away, pews will be
marked with seating arrangements.
▪ Hot water tank blew up – emergency repair was
required. Cost was $6,600 for a 76-gallon,
high-efficiency tank.
▪ Bathroom remodeling – to be completed by June
21st.
▪ Sound System and permanent installation of the
camera – person initially hired to install it did not
do the job. Found alternate companies to complete
the installation and wiring.
Camera will be
installed in back of the dome and will hang 4 feet
down from the ceiling, with wires run to the
control room behind the altar.
Permanent
installation will correct the problems experienced
with the sound system over the past few weeks.
John Elliott made a motion to pay Westshore
Communications $5,198 for permanent installation
of the camera system and Kosta Sisimas from EKS
Electrical, LLC $1,755 for the wiring, not to exceed
a total cost of $7,500. Will result in going $4,000
over budget on this item. Chris Bodle seconded.
Motion passed.
▪ 2020 Expenditure List drafted but John could not
access due to technology issues. John will send via
email and will present at the next meeting. Several
items are being discussed by the Home Committee
including the HVAC system, LED sign for the front
of the church and a parishioner who is donating a
freezer cooler box to the church.
▪ Rental Homes - work at the house to be done with-
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in the next couple weeks. Need to pay surveyors to
re-survey the property and re-set the property
lines. Bid will be presented at a future meeting.
Catering & Leasing (Dave Brown/John Trihas) ~
Brennan’s has no bookings until August 8th. 2020
revenue - 16 bookings for $33,256.98. To date, 6
bookings in 2021 for $15,565.21.
Wishing Well Preschool – not sure if they’ll be able to
have classes in the fall.
Human Resources (Alex Dadas) ~ Performance review
process - Alex sent a list of questions to Parish Council.
Info to be gathered, committee will be formed with
human resource professionals. Stephanie will send
Alex some names.
Pave the Way (Jim Economou) ~ No report. Stephanie
said the project will start in two weeks. A Virtual Golf
Outing fundraiser will be held from June 19th – July 3rd
– to be shared via social media.
Stewardship / Membership (Georgiann Bodle/Andy
Rokakis) ~ The Stewardship/Membership Committee
met on May 27, 2020 via Zoom and discussed the
following:
▪ Reviewed the 2020 YTD Stewardship Report – 358
pledge cards received, $360,923 pledged and
$214,600 received. Total pledges are $37,731 ahead
of last year at this time.
▪ Father Costas and Georgiann attended Metropolis
Stewardship call on May 28, 2020. Theme was
around the stewardship of time now that festivals
have been cancelled or postponed. Ideally 66.67%
of parish income should come from stewardship
(including tray & candles).
Suggested using
electronic giving methods like Vanco or text giving.
Consider asking volunteers to do things at the
church to save expenses, like cleaning the parish
(annual spring cleaning event for families) as an
example. In the bulletin, can ask for specific talents
(plumbing, electrical, etc.)
▪ St. Herman’s Virtual Fundraiser in lieu of making
bagged lunches in May raised $1,355.
▪ Committee members volunteered to make phone
calls to periodically check in on parishioners.
Father Costas is providing an initial list.
The Parish Directory Sub-Committee met on June 8,
2020 via Zoom and discussed how to leverage the
Church Office’s software program to initially populate
membership data for a new Church Directory.
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Parishioners will then be able to log in to add photos
and update their membership data if it changes.
Sub-committee will meet again in a couple weeks and
Andy will do a presentation at the next Parish Council
meeting.
Next Stewardship/Membership Committee meeting
June 24, 2020 at 6:00 PM.
Property Feasibility Study Special Committee (John
Trihas/Chris Bodle/Stephanie Ocker) ~ No report.
Ways and Means (Irene Pontikos/Thalia Marakas) ~
No report.
Old Business
▪ Parish Assembly – discussed options including
Zoom with voting capability. Each eligible voter
would receive a link to the meeting. Need one
meeting to review and approve the revised bylaws
and another meeting to conduct other business
including sale of the houses. Father Costas will
ask what the Metropolis recommends.
▪ Festival – no update. Festival chairs to present an
update at the next meeting. Tentative reschedule
dates are Sept. 17-20.
New Business
▪ Due to our high cash position and FDIC coverage
of only $250,000, Paul presented a proposal to
transfer some cash to a brokered CD which would
expand our FDIC insurance coverage at no cost.
PNC offers CDs that broker the funds into other
banks under PNC’s control. Paul will provide the
details from PNC via email and motioned to have
an email vote. John Elliott seconded. Motion
passed.
▪ Stephanie inquired if we can get an increase on
our credit card. Paul will follow up with PNC.
Roundtable ~ N/A.

Adjournment and Benediction ~ John Elliott moved
to adjourn; Thalia Marakas seconded. Motion passed.
Meeting adjourned at 10:35 PM.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 15,
2020 at 7:00 PM.
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Philoptochos News
~ Rhonee Trakas Iula
Philoptochos President

THANKFUL HEARTS
St. Paul Ladies Philoptochos is
sponsoring a way to say thank you
to all our essential workers who are
on the front lines during this time.
These people/angels give their lives to serve in
hospitals, drugstores, supermarkets, etc., as well as
donating time to distribute food.
At this time, we all have an opportunity to thank them
and to say a prayer to God for these individuals.
Our Philoptochos will be virtually filling hearts with
your name, and the name of the person you would like
to thank. We will accept a donation for each name you
submit via check or online donation. Please make checks
payable to St. Paul Ladies Philoptochos (mail to the
church, 4548 Wallings Road, North Royalton, OH
44133) or use the Thankful Hearts button on the St. Paul
Ladies Philoptochos page that is on our church website.
All good deed acknowledgement donations will help
Philoptochos fund our increasing commitment requests
that we are receiving during these trying times.
The liturgy of Artoklasia will be conducted on August
15th, the feastday of Panagia, asking for her
intercessions to God to bless each of your nominations
as they continue to be our angels.
Please submit names and donations by Wednesday,
August 12th. Thank you and may God bless you and
our angels.

FAMILY IN NEED
We just assisted a family who needed food this month
to feed their three children. Thank you for your
stewardship donation, this allows us help those in need.

HOMEBOUND CHEER
We continue to call our parishioners who are unable to
leave their homes, hospitals, rehab centers, or assisted
living facilities. Thank you to all the Philoptochos
members who have increased the amount of weekly
calls they are making to our beautiful parishioners.

NEW COLLEGE STUDENT ADDRESSES NEEDED
Please send the address of your new college student to
Mari Beth Lekas at mm.maribeth@gmail.com. We
would like to send an OCF connect kit to them.
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The Orthodox Funeral Home

Parma

Strongsville

440-238-7701

216-398-1010

4129 E 49th St.
Newburgh Heights, OH 44105

(216) 417-3102

18123 Rockside Road
Bedford, OH 44146
www.motorcarsacura.com
www.motorcarsvolvo.com
440-439-8400
Visit one of our websites to view our large
selection of new & preowned inventory

Award Winning Service.
Award Winning Results.

Michael T. Barkoukis M.D., F.A.C.S
Michael T. Berte M.D., F.A.C.S.
Leonard H. Bernstein M.D., F.A.C.S.
Lawrence A. Gervasi M.D., F.A.C.S.
Adonis Hijaz, M.D.
Martin A. Kosdrosky M.D., F.A.C.S
Tim A. Sidor M.D., F.A.C.S.
J. Patrick Spirnak M.D., F.A.C.S
David S. Turk M.D., F.A.C.S
Jonathan Corrigan DHSc, PA-C
Matthew A. Mates PA-C • Ravi Singh PA-C

Gloria Knotek
Realtor®

6900 Pearl Rd. • Middleburg Hts., OH 44130
440.845.0900

Top Real Estate Agent - Cleveland Magazine
National Sales Excellence - Top 5%
Million Dollar Producer
OAR President’s Sales Club
Quality Service Award

Papous Tap & Grille
Great Food & Family Atmosphere
On & Off Premise Catering

Real Estate Mortgage Title Insurance

Serving Northeast Ohio for Your
Residential Real Estate Needs

Office/Cell: 440.823.4045
gloriaknotek@howardhanna.com

360 Aurora Commons, Aurora OH

330.562.2401

2055 Crocker Rd., Suite 101, Westlake

www.HowardHanna.com

Theodore E.
Loizos, M.D.
Cataract Surgery
Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Offices in Fairview Park,
Lakewood, North Olmsted, Lorain,
& Middleburg Heights

Fairview Eye Center
Eye Center of Lakewood
21375 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park 16400 Hilliard Blvd, Lakewood
440-333-3060
216-228-1800
www.FairviewEyeCenter.com

Contact Dom DiPasqua to place an ad today!
ddipasqua@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6637

Tom Mattern
• Licensed
• Bonded
• Insured

Phone: (440) 582-8650
Cell: (440) 476-8722
allcityelectric6@aol.com

State ID#14285

4-E-5-5

ETERNITY MONUMENTS INC.
15420 Brookpark Rd., Cleveland, OH

Tim Stallman

timstallman@gmail.com
440.309.5977
eternitymonuments.com
Cemetery Monuments | Cemetery Lettering | Bronze Markers

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0902
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WIANT
JEWELERS

Papandreas Orthodontics

AUGUST 2020

Spectacular Smiles Superior Service

Now 2 locations!
North Royalton
& Brunswick

www.DrPapandreas.com

“Fine Jewelry”

Family Owned and Operated

Dave & Diane Wiant

Home Cooking -

at prices you can afford

3511 Center Rd • Brunswick

7851 Broadview Rd • Seven Hills

216-447-4444

(330) 273-1338

Monday-Saturday 6am-9pm • Sunday 6 am-8pm

Vinkovich
Family Dental
4640 Turney Rd, Garfield Heights

216.641.6321

7906 Broadview Rd, Broadview Heights

440.546.5353
LatekFuneralHomes.com

Dr. Craig Vinkovich &
Dr. Derek Vinkovich
6675 Royalton Rd
North Royalton, Ohio 44133

440.237.3223

Fr. Costa and Presvytera Nicole’s
Realtor when they moved
to Cleveland!
Professional In-Home Senior Caring

Dementia Care / Personal Care / Housekeeping
Medication Reminders / Overnight Safety
Meals Prepared & Shared / Companionship
Only 2 hours daily or up to 24/7 Caring!

Experience… Results… Service!
Call: (216)

408-2300
www.RealtyForMe.com
Tony@RealtyForMe.com

• John S. Collis, M.D
Neurosurgery
• Deborah Blades, M.D.
Neurosurgery

• Louis Keppler, M.D
Orthopedic Surgery
• Matthew E. Levy, M.D
Orthopedic Surgery

Back Surgery • Orthopedics • Sports Medicine • Total Joint Replacement

Drs. E Tartara, Apotsos,
Steffas, & J Tartara
8200 Avery Rd. • Broadview Hts.

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

440-526-4866

6701 Rockside Road, Independence • Solon • Cleveland

www.averydentalgroup.com

440-746-1055

Comprehensive General Care

A Solid Foundation
for Future Education

237-5000

wishingwellpreschool.com

FAULHABER

FUNERAL HOME
Providing Orthodox Services with

Care, Compassion And Dignity
7915 Broadview Rd., Broadview Heights

440.526.7315

www.faulhaberfuneralhome.com

4-E-5-5

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0902

ST. PAUL GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
4548 Wallings Road
North Royalton, OH 44133-3121
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Just six days prior to the Transfiguration Jesus bewildered his followers by saying, “I must go to Jerusalem and
suffer many things, and be killed.” Not only did Jesus tell his disciples that he was to suffer and die, but then he
bluntly challenged each one of them by saying, “If anyone desires to come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross and follow me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my
sake will find it.” Such talk of suffering, self-denial, losing one’s life, and death itself made little sense to the
disciples.

Well, to encourage and enlighten his followers, Jesus revealed His true nature to his innermost disciples – Peter,
James, and John. Together, they climbed Mount Tabor to pray, and while praying, the disciples caught a glimpse
of Christ’s divinity!. His face shined like the sun. His clothes became as white as light. And they heard a voice
from a bright cloud overshadowed saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased..”
The disciples received confirmation that YES, this human Jesus was not only the Messiah, the Christ, but even
ONE with the Divine, uncreated Light of Almighty God. The uncreated, divine light coming from Jesus revealed
His oneness with God Himself!
Simultaneously, though, Jesus also revealed to His followers something about their own humanity. Contrary to
our fallen human nature, the Transfiguration of Jesus raises our eyes up to our original destiny, which St. Peter
affirmed: “[Our Lord’s] divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness… and through
his great and precious promises, [we] may be partakers of the divine nature, escaping the corruption that is in the
world.” (2 Pet 1:3,4)
We may become partakers of the divine nature! Jesus confirmed this teaching throughout his ministry when He
invited everyone to fulfill their divine potential. He wants you and me to become one with Him. Thus, the feast
of the Transfiguration not only reaffirms the divine identity of our Lord, but also reveals to each one of us our
true nature; we see our destiny in divine transfiguration! Human life is not about petty, mundane, superficial
pursuits of pleasure, comfort, power, and worldly success, but instead is about a greater call, a return to our
original and divine destiny! Life is about transfiguration into the life of Christ!

