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Like our
to keep up to date on the
happenings of our parish. Even if you are not on
Facebook, you can view our postings on the Home
page of our website.
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Pastoral Reflections by Father Costas
My dear parishioners and friends,
The month of November
brings before us the theme of
GRATITUDE. Something we
should be thinking about not
simply because it is November, but we should think
and reflect on this concept every month and every day
of the year. Why? Because this is our calling as
Christians, to always accept the will of God in our lives
and to give thanks.
When we give thanks to God, we express our
confidence in the sovereignty and goodness of our
Father in Heaven. Our thanksgiving should not be
dependent on our day to day circumstances, whether
we are blessed in some profound way or whether we
are facing some great need in our life. We give thanks
“always and for everything to God the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians. 5:20) and
we do so because giving thanks in all circumstances is
the will of God. Giving thanks always and in all things
is an expression of our submission to God’s will.

When we read scripture, we see again and again that
many of Paul’s letters begin with a section of
thanksgiving in which he gives thanks to God for the
privilege to serve Him, and for the many co-workers
God places on his challenging path. He thanks God for
the Corinthians “because of the grace of God that was
given you in Christ Jesus” (1 Corinthians. 1:4). He
thanks God for the Romans “because your faith is
proclaimed in all the world” (Romans. 1:8). He thanks
God for the Thessalonians “because your faith is
growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you
for one another is increasing.” (2 Thessalonians. 1:3).
He thanks God for Philemon “because of his love and
faith towards the Lord Jesus and love towards
others” (Philemon. 4-5). Paul found ways to celebrate
the work of God in others, even when there were
reasons for correction and growth (just read the rest of
1 Corinthians).
As we reflect on “Thanksgiving Day” this year, we find
ourselves in the midst of so many challenging issues.
Covid-19 has dominated our lives. All of us have felt
the impact of this pandemic in some way. For the
safety of ourselves and the safety of those around us,
we are forced to “social distance” and to “wear masks”
when we are out and about. We are forced to keep
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away from our elderly loved ones, especially those in
various institutions. Our young children are forced to
be in front of a computer screen, hours on end, as part
of their school learning. All of us are forced to meet on
various virtual platforms. Yes, life has gone on, but in
such an unusual way. We don’t quite know that full
outcome of this experience and the lasting affects it will
have on both young and old. The one thing we can
never forget, is that we humans crave to see each other
in the eyes, to give and to receive a hug and a pleasant
greeting. Indeed, this is the cross we are holding
during this “Thanksgiving Day” and I pray it is just for
the time being until a cure is found.

Also, let us not forget that we are towards the end of a
Presidential election cycle. It is a time when we’ve
witnessed the best and the ugliest in our fellow human
beings. Whatever the outcome may be, I pray from the
depths of my heart that we never forget that any
president and any political party is only in charge for a
few years. But God, the Almighty, as seen in His icon
in the dome of our church, is the one who reminds us
that “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning
and the End, the First and the Last.” (Revelations
22:13). Let us put all our trust in Him who will never
let us down. The one who will never abandon us. The
only one who advised us, “to observe all things that I
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20.
Wishing all of you a blessed Thanksgiving Day! I’m
grateful to our Lord for each and every one of you. I’m
grateful to Him for your love, dedication, and
continued support to our parish and its ministries. May
He continue to grant us all inner peace and much
patience as we weather together the storms that lie
ahead.
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Our Parish ~ Her Life & People

Virtual Grecian Festival

Weddings
October 3rd
Nick Mastrosavas & Carly Papesh
Koumbari ~ George & Maria
Mastrosavas
October 17th
Klye Blinkhorn & Alexis Gallagher
Koumbaro ~ Ryan Blinkhorn

October 24th
Dan Syrowski and Candace Rees
Koumbari ~ Arthur & Éva Karas

Funerals
May Their Memory Be Eternal
October 19th

John Rackas

Congratulations!

September 9th
Congratulations to Ryan and Billie
(Kyriakides) Edgar on welcoming their first child,
Parker Glen weighing 6 lbs. and 19.5 inches.

At this time of Thanksgiving, we wanted to say
THANK YOU once again for your generosity. Our
Virtual Grecian Festival raised over $25,000. In
addition to those listed in the last issue of The
Messenger, we wanted to thank the following individuals as well.
Arfaras, Spiros & Joan
Demopoulos, Elaine
Ilavsky, Eva
Johnson, Anthi
Kornelakis, Angie
Lindemann, Ray & Vera
Loizos, Michael & Sophia
McClatchey, Jay & Nitsa
Perko, Annamari
Pyros, Nick
Regan, Maria
Smith, Richard & Christina
Vitakis, Stelios & Tsabika

Sincerely,
John Trihas and Mike Lignos, Festival Co-Chairs

Subscribe to our Email List

In order to better serve our community, parish
announcements from Father and the office will now
look like the image above and come from
STPAULNR@listserv.goarch.org. To subscribe to
these announcements, join our mailing list https://
www.stpaulgoc.org/news/join-our-mailing-list.
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~Toni Mannarino
Sunday School Co-Director

We have settled into a rather different Sunday School
year! The teachers have lessons planned each Sunday
for your children. Please make attending Liturgy and
Sunday School a priority in your home. Our parish has
done a wonderful job making it available for you to
attend virtually from your home.
We are sad to see our regular programs such as Youth
Sunday not take place this year. We miss seeing our
children stationed throughout our church, greeting us,
helping the younger children at the candle stands,
assisting the elder parishioners and being responsible
for the daily activities of our Parish Council members.
This is a wonderful way to help ease them into
becoming more active adults. We miss seeing our
children in church and we cannot wait until this new
normal disappears and we can get back to running
programs in person again.
Preschool parents that are registered for virtual
learning, please arrange a time to pick up your
learning materials from the church office. Speak with
Lisa Makroglou for more details.
With November upon us, we hope that we can start to
look toward to the future and toward in person
learning. The Sunday School Staff is seeking teachers at
all levels. We are looking for dedicated volunteers who
would like to be involved in our program in any way
that they can. Contact Toni Mannarino at
anmanarino@gmail.com if you are interested in any
position within our Staff once we return to church full
time. In the meantime, our teachers are meeting with
students each and every Sunday through ZOOM and
providing them with a Spiritual education as well and
allowing them the opportunity to return to a sense of
normalcy with their St. Paul Family. If you are
interested in having your child join us, please email
Toni Mannarino at anmanarino@gmail.com and the
links will be sent to you. We look forward to growing
our online community. Elaine Poulos is meeting for
adult catechism sessions on Sundays after Liturgy as
well. These are wonderful opportunities for you to
grow in your spiritual life.
I hope you have a blessed Thanksgiving.
See you ONLINE on Sunday!

G O Y A n s
participate
in
Nature Walk and
discuss the lives of
saints so that they
may become closer
to God as those
who dwelled in
nature.
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Tuesday morning’s
10:00 AM—11:30 AM via ZOOM
Taught by Elaine Poulos

Our current book is Confronting and Controlling
Thoughts, According to the Fathers of the Philokalia by
Father Anthony Coniaris.
An email will be sent to the community for those who
are interested in participating.

Here are some questions to help us think
about what to be thankful
What are a few things you are grateful for in your life?

Sunday morning’s
11:30 AM—12:00 PM via ZOOM
Taught by Elaine Poulos

Who do you need to thank for helping you get where
you are?

Who can you reach out to in order to renew a
friendship?
Write a letter to someone you want to thank.
Is there a family member you can forgive or ask
forgiveness of?
How do you like to be thanked?
When was the last time you thanked someone?

Our current book is Orthodoxy: A Creed for Today by
Father Anthony M Coniaris. The study on the Creed
will run from September 20—November 22.
An email will be sent to the community for those who
are interested in participating

NOVEMBER 2020
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Philoptochos News
~ Rhonee Trakas Iula, Philoptochos President

NOVEMBER 10TH MEETING
Virtually join us for our next meeting where
our speaker, St. Paul’s very own Angela
Christian will be partnering with us to create
a fun, easy and profitable fundraiser. Angela
represents Opulenza Designs, a Christian based
company, for women/by women. This company
specializes in high quality, handcrafted .925 sterling
silver jewelry made with precious/semi-precious
stones and is nickel free!
Angela will be graciously donating 20% of all sales to
our Philoptochos. Consider shopping for yourself or
anyone in your life who would love a gift of fine
sterling silver jewelry. All items are gift boxed and
directly shipped to your home. Enjoy shopping at
www.AngelaSellsSilver.com, call Angela Christian,
Opulenza Designs Representative, at 440.877.9944, or
eMail her at Cricket1961@twc.com.
Our meeting begins at 6:30 PM and we will be sending
a Zoom link via eMail. You may also listen in on our
meeting through your phone.
CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE
Mary Pagonakis is assembling a team of bakers for this
year’s Christmas Bake Sale. Pre-orders can be made via
a credit card, debit card, or PayPal account through the
church website https://www.stpaulgoc.org/
ministries/adult-ministries/philoptochos/. You may
also order through Mary Pagonakis (440‑230-1927/
eMail marypag@cox.net), or send a check to the church
c/o Philoptochos. Pre-Orders begin November 16th for
a Sunday, December 13th pick-up. This year’s
scrumptious selection will include:
 Chocolate Candy
 Finikia
 Kourambethes
 Koulourakia
 Paximadia – Chocolate & Plain
 Sweet Bread – Cinnamon & Plain
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 Sunday, November 1st ~ Pass Sts. Cosmos &
Damianos basket
 Tuesday, November 10th ~ 6:30PM General
Philoptochos Virtual Meeting/Opulenza Jewelry Sale
 Monday, November 16th ~ Christmas Bake Sale
Pre-Orders begin
 Sunday, December 13th ~ Christmas Bake Sale
pick-up – St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church

HELPING THOSE IN NEED ~ Thanks to a generous
benefactor we were able to assist a family of four. We
are now working to secure funds to assist another family. There is a greater need this year for assistance,
that’s why we continue to fundraise and accept your
generous donations.
JOIN OUR TEAM ~ Forgot to join or renew your
membership? Eleni Gugliotta is accepting new
memberships, and renewals. Use your credit/debit card
or PayPal account to join through our website or send
your donation to the church c/o St. Paul Ladies
Philoptochos. We welcome you to our team of vivacious
volunteers. Thank you for helping us help those in need.

$25 (for National / Metropolitan Philoptochos
commitments)
+ $__ (your free-will amount remains in our local
chapter)
AFGHAN MINISTRY ~ We are continuing to make
afghans for our afghan ministry. Our community’s
newborns and homebound adults are afghans
benefactors.
Contact
Maria
Lovejoy
(chrisaria@msn.com), or
Maribeth
Lekas
(mbleka@aol.com), for patterns/supplies. Knit/
Crochet you afghans in washable yarn, baby 30” x 36“,
adult 40” x 48”.
MEN WHO COOK ~ SPECIAL EDITION ~ It
is with great pleasure that we share the
success of our largest
fundraiser of the
year Men Who Cook ~ Special Edition. This
event made over $6,000 for Providence House (a crisis
nursery) and Philoptochos Charities. Kim Kontos, our
event chairperson, assembled a great team of
Georgiann Bodle, Mary Kay Crider, Georgia
Gallagher, Tessie Lekas, Kathy Nikolaou, Mary
Olenik, Mary Pagonakis, Ellie Pantazoglou, Demetra
Smith, and Annoula Tsonton. This team secured
reservation donations, obtained ads for our cookbook,
typed recipes from our chefs, and selected three chefs
who recorded themselves making their special recipes.
Additionally, Peter Keares did a fabulous
job of creating our flyer, cookbook cover,
and coordinated our Facebook posts. We
are blessed to have such benevolent
parishioners, families, friends, and co-workers who
helped us exceed our goal. Thank you to all for your
generosity.
Reservation Winners ~ Angie Kornelakis, Mary
Olenik, Mary Savas, and Sandy Asmis will receive
gift cards for being our lucky winners. Their names
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were pulled from the plethora of reservation
donations we received. Everyone who
purchased a reservation will receive an
electronic cookbook thanks to our chefs who
shared almost 40 recipes with us.
Our Benevolent Chefs ~ Drew Wilson, Michael
Olenik (top sponsorships), and Travis/Hugh
Gallagher recorded themselves making their delicious
recipes. We are deeply touched that they dedicated
their time and talents to our fundraiser. Each one of
our chefs helped our charity out of the goodness of
their heart and we appreciate their efforts. Many of our Facebook followers
who viewed our chef’s videos remarked
how creative they were.
HOMEBOUND CHEER ~ We continue to call our
parishioners who are unable to leave their homes,
hospitals, rehab centers, or assisted living facilities.
Thank you to our team who continues to remind these
parishioners that we are praying for and keeping them
in our hearts.
NEW COLLEGE STUDENT ADDRESSES NEEDED ~ We sent
our first OCF Connect Kit and are gathering addresses
of our new college students. Send these addresses to
Maribeth Lekas (mbleka@aol.com) or Mary Steve
(mrysteve@yahoo.com). Send us a home address even
if the student is commuting/studying remotely.

THE MESSENGER

A Thanksgiving Prayer
O God, when I have food,
help me to remember the hungry;
When I have work,
help me to remember the jobless;
When I have a home,
help me to remember those who
have no home at all;
When I am without pain,
help me to remember those who
suffer;
And remembering,
help me to destroy my complacency;
bestir my compassion,
and be concerned enough to help;
By word and deed,
those who cry out for what we take
for granted. Amen.

In observance of
Thanksgiving, the church
office will be closed
November 26 –29
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The Wisdom of One of our Newest Saints
~ Saint Porphyrios
In the Church we progress towards
immortality “When we love Christ, we live
the life of Christ… For us there is no fear: neither of death, nor of the devil, nor of hell. All
these things exist for people who are far from
Christ, for non-Christians. For us Christians
who do His will, as the Gospel says, these things do not
exist. That is, they exist, but when one kills the old self along
with the passions and the desires, one gives no importance to
the devil or to evil. It doesn’t concern us. What concerns us
is love, service to Christ and to our fellow man. If we can
reach the point of feeling joy, love, worship of God without
any fear, we reach the point of saying, It is no longer I who
live; Christ lives in me (Gal 2:20).”
There is one thing, O Christ, that I want, one thing I
desire, one thing I ask for, and that is to be with You
“Let us love Christ and let our only hope and care be for
Him. Let us love Christ for His own sake only. Never for
our sake. Let Him put us wherever He likes. Let Him give us
whatever He wishes. Don’t love Him for His gifts. It’s
egotistical for us to say: Christ will put me in a fine
mansion which He has prepared, just as the Gospel says: In
my Father’s house there are many mansions… so that where
I am you may be also. What we should say rather is: ‘My
Christ whatever Your love dictates is sufficient for me to live
within Your love’... ‘I know I’m not worthy. Send me
wherever Your love wishes. That’s what I desire, that’s what
I want. During my life I always worshiped You’... ‘Send me
wherever Your love wishes. If I am fit for hell, place me in
hell, as long as I am with You. There is one thing I want, one
thing I desire, one thing I ask for, and that is to be with You,
wherever and however You wish.’
However much you love Christ, you always think that you
don’t love Him and you long all the more to love Him. And
without being aware of it, you go higher and higher.”
The Christian religion transforms people and heals them
“Our religion is the religion of religions. It is from
revelation, the authentic and true religion. The other
religions are human, hollow. They do not know the greatness
of the Triune God. They do not know that our aim, our
destiny, is to become gods according to grace, to attain
likeness with the Triune God, to become one with Him and
among ourselves… Our religion is love, it is eros, it is
enthusiasm, it is madness, it is longing for the divine. All
these things are within us. Our soul demands we attain
them.
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The Christian religion transforms people and heals them.
The most important precondition, however, for someone to
recognize and discern the truth is humility. Egoism darkens
a person’s mind, it confuses him, it leads him astray, to heresy. It is important for a person to understand the truth.”
When Christ enters your heart, your life changes
Saint Paul says “I rejoice in my sufferings.” This is our
religion, for our soul to awake and love Christ and
become holy, to give herself over to divine eros. When
Christ enters your heart, your life changes. Christ is
everything. Whoever experiences Christ within
himself, experiences in ineffable things—holy and
sacred things. He lives in exultation. When Christ
enters your heart, your passions disappear. You are
unable to swear, or hate, or seek revenge or anything
negative. How could there be hatred, dislikes, egotistic
desires, anxieties, depressions? What holds sway is
Christ-- and longing for the divine light.”
Love for Christ is insatiable
“Christ is the summit of desire; there is nothing higher. All
sensible things lead to satiety, but with God there is no
satiation. He is everything… Love for Christ is something
else. It is without end, without satiety. It gives life; it gives
strength; it gives health; it gives, gives, and gives. And the
more it gives, the more the person wishes to fall in love.
Love is sweeter than life. And union with God from which
love is born is sweeter than honey and the honeycomb. It
does not seem grievous to Love to undergo a bitter death for
the sake of her beloved… And to the heart which has received
this joy, every sweetness of this world seems superfluous.
For there is nothing which can be likened to the sweetness of
the knowledge of God.”
With divine love everything becomes Christ,
everything becomes Paradise
“When our soul is punctured, when she is wounded by
Divine Longing, the susceptibility of the flesh to the passions
withers away. Divine craving defeats every pain, and so every pain is transformed and becomes love of Christ. Love
Christ and He will love you. All pains will pass away, they
will be defeated and transformed. Then everything becomes
Christ, Paradise. But in order to live in paradise, we must
first die - die to everything and be as if dead.
The more you give yourself to the love of Christ, the more you
want to give yourself. We must love him with all our soul,
heart, strength, power and mind. We must plug our heart to
his love and be united with him. That is what the lower
demand, not for himself out of selfishness, but for us, so that he
can give us everything.
(continued on page 14...)
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SUN

MON
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St Paul Greek Orthodox Church ~ North Royalton OH

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

* * * ALL EVENTS LISTED BELOW ARE TENTATIVE * * *

1

5th Sunday of
Luke
11:30 AM
Virtual Sunday
School & Adult
Catechism

8
7th Sunday of
Luke
11:30 AM
Virtual Sunday
School & Adult
Catechism

15
8th Sunday of
Luke
11:30 AM
Virtual Sunday
School & Adult
Catechism

22
9th Sunday of
Luke
Stewardship
Sunday

2

3

5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

10:00 AM
Virtual Women’s
Study Group

9

10

St Nektarios

8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy
5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

11:30 AM
Virtual Sunday
School & Adult
Catechism

6

7

7:00 PM
Virtual Bible
Study

11

11:00 AM
Baptism
6:30 PM
GOYA Drive-In
Movie Night

12

13

14

7:00 PM
Virtual Bible
Study

5:00 PM
Rehearsal

3:30 PM
Wedding

19

20

21

6:30 PM
Philoptochos

17

5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

10:00 AM
Virtual Women’s
Study Group

18

Entrance of
the Theotokos

7:00 PM
Virtual Bible
Study

8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy

23

24

5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

25
St. Katherine

26

27

28

Thanksgiving

8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy

12:00 PM
Baptism
13th Sunday of
Luke

5

10:00 AM
7:00 PM
Virtual Women’s
Parish Council
Study Group
meeting
6:30 PM
Home
Committee mtg.

16

11:30 AM
Virtual Sunday
School & Adult
Catechism

29

4

30

Office Closed
St. Andrew

8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy
5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

CHURCH SERVICES
ALL SUNDAYS: 8:15 AM
Orthros

9:30 AM
Liturgy

All Church services can be viewed on our
YouTube Channel

2020
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St Paul Greek Orthodox Church ~ North Royalton OH

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

* * * ALL EVENTS LISTED BELOW ARE TENTATIVE * * *

1

2

3

4

7:00 PM
Virtual Bible
Study

8:30 AM
Orthros

9

10

11

7:00 PM
Parish Council
meeting

7:00 PM
Virtual Bible
Study

16

17

7:00 PM
Home
Committee
meeting

6 St Nicholas
10th Sunday of
Luke
11:30 AM
Virtual Sunday
School & Adult
Catechism

7

8

5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

St Barbara

5

9:30 AM
Liturgy

12

St Spyridon

8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy

3:00 PM
HOPE / JOY
Gingerbread
House
Decorating

13
11th

Sunday of
Luke
11:30 AM
Virtual Sunday
School & Adult
Catechism

20

14

15

19

25

26

7:00 PM
Virtual Bible
Study

5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

21

18

22

23

Sunday before
Nativity

24
10:00 AM
Royal Hours of
Christmas

11:30 AM
Virtual Sunday
School & Adult
Catechism

Holy Nativity
8:15 AM
Orthros

5:00 PM
9:30 AM
Vesperal Liturgy Liturgy
Office Closed

27
Sunday after
Nativity

28

29

30

31

CHURCH SERVICES
ALL SUNDAYS:
8:15 AM
Orthros

9:30 AM
Liturgy

All Church services can be
viewed on our YouTube Channel
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What is Christian Stewardship?

2020 STEWARDSHIP
 2020 Pledge Goal
 Total Pledge as of 10.26.2020
 Total Received as of 10.26.2020
 Stewardship Other donations
(i.e., candles, flowers, special
envelopes, etc.) as of 10.26.2020

Christian Stewardship is…
…learning how to be a responsible and concerned
caretaker of Christ’s Church; it is learning how to
enjoy Church life and be happy in Church work, for in
Her dwells the fullness of the Spirit of God.
…our active commitment to use all our time, talent
and treasure for the benefit of humankind in grateful
acknowledgment of Christ’s redeeming love.

Stewardship Estimate of Giving Form
Have you submitted your Fairshare Estimate of
Giving card? Simply complete the form below or go
to our website.
I / We commit $

Please apply the enclosed $
my 2020 stewardship.

…offering one’s self to God as He offered Himself to us.

Name

…what a person does after saying “I believe…” as
proof of that belief.

Address

Williams & McKibben in Oriented Leadership

The priority of compassionate stewardship is
not to pay the bills. It is about how we, as a
community, can do God’s work with love and
compassion. It is less about the parish’s need
to receive, and more about our need to give. It
is our generosity with the gifts and blessings
God has entrusted to us. Compassionate
stewardship is an attitude and a way of life.
NOW YOU CAN TEXT YOUR OFFERINGS!
In less time than it takes to write a check, you can
now make your contribution to St. Paul with a
quick text message. To get started, visit the
church website at https://www.stpaulgoc.org/,
locate the Online Giving section, click “Learn
More” and then click “View how you can TEXT
your donation here….”

to my/our 2020pledge

Have you fallen behind on your stewardship? Please
take a moment to submit your donation today by
using the form below or go to our website.

…caring for the needs of others.

…devotion and service to God and His Church as persons, as families, as diocese/metropolis, as national
Church and as Church universal.

$ 390,000.00
$ 391,678.00
$ 350,378.43
$ 28,474.05

Email

to

Phone
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(...continued from page 9)

When you love Christ, in spite of all your weaknesses and
your consciousness of them, you have the certainty that you
have overcome death, because you are in communion with
the love of Christ. These are the things I struggle for. May
God have mercy on me! These are the things I devote myself
to day and night. That’s what happens when you love Christ
-- you want to suffer for Christ!”
Christ is our friend
“Don’t let some separate us from Christ. When we believe
that He loves us and we love him, we don’t feel strangers
and distanced from him, even when we sin. We have secured
his love, and however we behave we know that he loves us.
The concept of fear is good in the initial stages. It is for
beginners, those in whom ancestral fallen natures lives on.
The beginner, whose sensibility has not yet been refined, is
held back from evil by fear. And fear is essential since we are
men of flesh and blood and earthbound. But that is a stage, a
low level of relationship to the divine. We think in terms of a
business deal in order to win paradise or escape hell. But if
we examine the matter more closely, we see that it is
governed by self interest… For someone to become good out
of fear of God and not out of love is not of such
value...Perfect love casts out fear… and we gradually enter
into the love of God. Then the torment of hell, fear and death
all disappear. We are interested only in the love of God. We
do everything for this love, as the bride groom does for the
bride.
Christ is the Bridegroom of the soul “I suffer, I am pained,
my soul desires You, she longs for You who are my light, my
life, my God, my Lord and my God… Fix your gaze
unwaveringly upwards towards Christ. Become familiar
with Christ. Work with Christ. Live with Christ. Breath
with Christ. Suffer with Christ. Rejoice with Christ. Let
Christ be everything for you. Let your soul long for and cry
out to her Bridegroom, ‘I crave for You, O my Bridegroom’...
The soul that is in love with Christ is always joyful and
happy, however much pain and sacrifice this may cost.”
Taken from the book “Wounded by Love: The Life
and Wisdom of Saint Porphyrios.” His feast is
December 2nd.

NOVEMBER 2020
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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 16, 2020
CALL

TO ORDER ~ The online meeting via Zoom was
called to order by President Stephanie Ocker at 7:05 PM.

INVOCATION ~ Given by Rev. Father Costas P. Keares,
Protopresbyter.



ROLL CALL
☐
☐
☒
☒
☒
☒
☒
☒

Father Costas Keares
Asmis, Nicholas
Bodle, Chris
Bodle, Georgiann
Brown, Dave
Contoveros, Paul
Dadas, Alex
Economou, Jim

☒
☒
☒
☒
☒
☒
☒
☐

Elliott, John
Kokkas, Ted
Marakas, Thalia
Ocker, Stephanie
Pontikos, Irene
Rokakis, Andy
Trakas, Jim
Wendland Porter, Jean





MINUTES ~ Irene Pontikos moved to approve the
August 12, 2020 Parish Council meeting minutes as
presented. Thalia Marakas seconded. Approved.

CORRESPONDENCE ~ Received thank you note from a

parishioner thanking Father Costas and Parish Council
for providing the live streamed services during the
COVID-19 period.

Dr. Randa K. Anderson, Orthodox Christian
Counseling Institute, was a presenter at the National
Philoptochos meeting. She will be doing a live
Facebook Presentation on September 23, 2020.
Stephanie will forward the information via email for
anyone who is interested in attending.

FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT (Chris Bodle) ~

 Financial statements have been updated through

August 31, 2020, but there are still outstanding
questions that need to be resolved before they are
considered final. Revenue $459,788 (actual) vs. budget
of $817,187 for a variance of ($357,399). Under budget
revenue items include: cancellation of the Grecian
Festival $332,759, Choir convention postponement
$20,000, Catering $46,037 and golf tournament $20,950;
Stewardship is higher than budget by $50,497. Expense
$527,808 (actual) vs. budget $1,123,875 for variance of
$596,067. Under budget expenses include: Festival
$182,230, parking lot $185,000, facility capital
improvement $117,118 (primarily due to policy change
to capitalizing and depreciating); comp & benefits for
open positions $73,745, utilities & snow removal
$20,772, landscaping $6,810, golf tournament $10,000,
choir convention $12,698; over budget expenses
include: repairs and maintenance $10,905 and
depreciation $61,700.
 Cash Position – At December 31, 2019 cash was





$767,081 ($93,967 restricted); at August 31, 2020 cash
was $353,683 ($74,532 restricted). Chris reiterated
that we need to preserve our cash position for the
remainder of this year. Significant transfer last month
from restricted to pay for parking lot. Budgeted 2020
to be over budget by $334,347 to complete parking lot
and certain major repairs.
Accounts Receivable $932; item for $245 is over 90 days
past due. Accounts receivable within normal range.
Accounts Payable $53,444; holding back part of what
we owe Karvo, parking lot vendor & National Carpet
Mill, bathroom vendor, until projects completed.
Accounts payable within normal range.
Chris prepared an analysis to forecast and estimate the
cash position by year end. Cash was initially budgeted
to be $268,000 at December 31, 2020 but the forecasted
estimate is now $168,000 and includes a significant
unknown or remaining committed capital and other
improvement spending. Unrestricted cash is $280,000
at August 31, 2020. A forecast was created based on
what we’re going to spend and receive between now
and the end of the year. We are able to substantiate
and predict everything except remaining capital and
other improvement projects (which could lower cash
below
the
$168,000.)
Unpaid
stewardship
commitments of $80,000 are expected to be paid and
stewardship will be $100,000 higher than plan.
Overspent on capital projects of $100,000 (to be
confirmed by Home Committee), we lost $150,000 in
potential net income due to the Festival cancellation,
no caterer revenue $50,000; comp & benefits open
positions saved $100,000. Chris expressed concern and
said we have a responsibility to preserve remaining
cash for unforeseen circumstances. Chris made a
motion that we do not authorize any additional capital
expenditures that are not already underway for the
remainder of the year until we can get a firm estimate
of remaining committed spending for capital and other
improvement projects. Paul Contoveros seconded.
After further discussion, the Motion passed.
Posting financial statements to the bulletin board –
following up from November 2019 Parish Council
meeting about financial transparency, based on best
practices from three other neighboring Greek
Orthodox Churches proposed we place the financial
statements on the bulletin board after Parish Council
approval. The June 2020 financial statements have
now been posted.
Clearing Negative Cash in Classes – capital and
rental classes have negative cash positions - $156,496
and $45,012 respectively – need Parish Council
approval to clear the negative cash by taking money
from the Operating class to apply to these negative
cash amounts. The proposal is to make such entries
on a quarterly basis going forward, after Parish
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Council approval. Chris Bodle made a motion to
move cash from the operating class to capital and
rental classes to cover negative cash and transfer all
but $80,000 from the Festival class to the Operating
class. Paul Contoveros seconded. Motion passed.

the church office.

FAMILY MINISTRY (Thalia Marakas) ~

 Greek School - Kathy Glaros will not be returning as

CLERGY REPORT (Father Costas) ~ New Ecclesiastical

year – difficult start, everything is virtual. One Zoom
account that everyone is sharing. Sunday School starts
this Sunday September 20 and Greek School will start
at the beginning of October.
Seminarian from St. Demetrios – Lee (Pasquale)
Santorelli will be joining us to complete his required
field work for school. Lee will participate in youth
programs, help with Sunday School, GOYA and HOPE/
JOY. Father Costas will prepare evaluations to submit
to Lee’s professor so he can gain the credits he needs.
Still calling seniors, trying to stay in touch. Many older
parishioners are back to church.
Funeral for Mrs. Trihas will be September 17 - 1011AM viewing; service at 11AM. Some Parish Council
members will attend and take temperatures/maintain
the sign-in sheet.
Discussed temperature taking, will review Green Phase
requirements, re-evaluate what is required and
potential changes to expedite intake process on Sunday
mornings.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

BYLAWS COMMITTEE (Stephanie Ocker) ~ No report.

Stephanie will schedule another meeting to finalize
recommended revisions to the Bylaws to present to
Parish Council and have ready for virtual General
Assembly in November. Two issues that were on the
agenda for the National Clergy-Laity Conference were
tabled because Archdiocesan Council ruled that the
only things they could vote on were emergency
situations that could impact the church.

ELECTION

PROCEDURES

SPECIAL

COMMITTEE

(Chris Bodle) ~ Committee completed its objectives as
of the last Parish Council meeting. Chris inquired on
the status of engaging the Nominating Committee to
begin fulfilling their duties for this year. Father Costas
said that we are behind on that task. Per the Parish
Bylaws, Nominating Petitions shall be sent to all
parishioners in good standing at the beginning of the
ecclesiastical year (September 1), however, they have
not yet been sent. Father Costas will follow up and
provide an update. The Nominating Committee has
two vacancies that must be filled immediately. To fill
the vacancies, send Stephanie suggested names via
email and Parish Council will vote electronically.
Nominating Petitions can be filled out now and sent to












Director. Three teachers: Kathryn Tripodis, Dino
Glaros, and Annoula Tsonton; 18 students signed up
for classes which will begin Oct. 5th virtually. Will
use the Papaloizos workbooks. Some of the teachers
attended a webinar on September 15 and they were
very encouraged with the material, the connectivity
with the kids; course is very interactive. We are
considering that option – registration fee is $300 for
parishioners and $400 for non-parishioners, plus the
cost of the book. Recommend maintaining the same
registration fee but including the books at no
additional cost to students. Teachers can teach from
home with two classes back-to-back - one hour with
one class and another hour with a different class.
Afghans - Maribeth Lekas said members are still
knitting and crocheting afghans for new babies.
Orthodox Christian Fellowship - OCF kits for new
college students, determining whether they’re on
campus or at home and will deliver.
Sunday School – begins on September 20th. Director
is Toni Mannarino.
Hellenic Dancers – decision made to keep on hiatus
until beginning of 2021.
Adult Catechism with Elaine Poulos begins
September 20th virtually and the Women’s Study
Group begins September 22nd virtually.
Bible Study – begins September 24th virtually.
HOPE / JOY – scavenger hunt on September 25th at
6:30 virtually.
GOYA – in-person gathering on September 27th at
Liz Popadiuk’s home.

Technical issues we need to work through. With the
Zoom account, can only have one meeting at a time so
scheduling is challenging. John Elliott suggested
considering Microsoft Teams (multiple meetings at the
same time). John will contact Rick at Maverick
Solutions.

FINANCE (John Elliott) ~ 2021 Budget meetings

scheduled – September 22nd and 29th. Will present proposed budget in October Parish Council meeting.
Twelve-month rolling reports for the ministries will be
sent to the ministry heads September 17th. Will ask
them to provide feedback and 2021 budget
considerations by September 23rd.

HOME COMMITTEE/REAL ESTATE (Nick Asmis/John Elliott)

 Bathroom Remodeling done except for a couple

minor things.
 New audio system installed and operating.
 Video camera should be installed week of Sept. 21st.

NOVEMBER 2020
 HVAC system installation in progress – no air







conditioning until installation is complete.
Guard rail and gravel needs to be installed, can hold
project until later date.
Home Committee is working on 2020 expenditure list.
Door/gate is done – completing touchup paint.
Hand sanitizer installation in the hall before this
weekend.
Beer cooler stopped working, beyond repair. Bid for
$2,900 – holding off unless it is an emergency.
Rental Homes – additional waterproofing – will hold
off until in a better cash position. Trying to get the
vacant home rented to help cover some of the
expenses.

CATERING & LEASING (Dave Brown) ~ No report.
HUMAN RESOURCES (Alex Dadas) ~ Based on
information gathered from Parish Council members,
best practices in human resources and a performance
evaluation form from another parish, Jim Trakas
created a draft Evaluation Policy and Performance
Evaluation Form and shared with Parish Council.
Theme is accountability for employee and supervisor
to have input, a vision, goals and competence related
to the job based on job description. Performance
reviews would be conducted on an established
frequency, with ongoing feedback throughout the year.
Documents will be emailed to Parish Council members
for review and comment. Send feedback via email to
Jim Trakas and Alex Dadas.

PAVE THE WAY (Jim Economou) ~ No report.
STEWARDSHIP / MEMBERSHIP (Georgiann Bodle/
Andy Rokakis) ~ As of August 31, 2020, 385 pledge
cards received, $382,328 pledged and $303,376.10
received YTD. The September Messenger contained
information about the new online giving options
through Vanco. Father Costas inquired about the
status of setting up the kiosk as he noticed it arrived.
Georgiann was not aware the kiosk had arrived but
will ask Elaine what the Stewardship Committee can
do to help set up the kiosk and support the process.
Stephanie will also talk with Elaine about leveraging
assistance from the Stewardship Committee.
Parish Directory – since the Parish Directory mailing
was sent, parishioners have been emailing updates to
Andy.
In addition to updating the Directory
information, Elaine has also been updating church
records with the revised information. The October
Messenger will contain a brief overview of the new
directory, information to download the app, login and
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create accounts and upload photos and an introductory
email will be sent before the Messenger publication.
The online directory is in a secured environment and
the information can only be access by St. Paul
parishioners.
Next Stewardship/Membership Committee meeting
September 23, 2020 at 6:00 PM.

PROPERTY FEASIBILITY STUDY SPECIAL COMMITTEE
(John Trihas/Chris Bodle/Stephanie Ocker) ~ No report.

WAYS AND MEANS (Irene Pontikos/Thalia Marakas)
No report.

OLD BUSINESS
 Virtual Festival Fundraiser –$16,500 collected to date.
 Jim Economou inquired about the status of re-

seeding the area where grass seed washed away – the
landscaper will re-seed this Fall.
 National Clergy-Laity representatives will compile a
high-level overview of what was discussed and will
submit for Parish Council’s review.

NEW BUSINESS
Metropolis Clergy-Laity – virtual Saturday, September
26 – allowed to send up to four delegates – Father
Costas, Stephanie Ocker, Joe Fox, and Dennis Diamond
will attend.

ROUNDTABLE
 Live streaming of Sunday services used to show

parishioners at the end of the service but the camera
has been turned away during that time. Once the
camera installation is complete, will be showing the
people at the end of the service.
 Bookstore – Thalia inquired about how parishioners
can purchase books or other bookstore items. Currently, call the office and Elaine will contact Jim and
Karen Sullivan. Father will talk with Jim and Karen
about other potential options to increase availability
of bookstore materials.

ADJOURNMENT

AND BENEDICTION ~ John Elliott
moved to adjourn; Chris Bodle seconded. Motion
passed. Meeting adjourned at 9:26 PM.

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, October
14, 2020 at 7:00 PM.
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The Orthodox Funeral Home

Parma

Strongsville

440-238-7701

216-398-1010

4129 E 49th St.
Newburgh Heights, OH 44105

(216) 417-3102

18123 Rockside Road
Bedford, OH 44146
www.motorcarsacura.com
www.motorcarsvolvo.com
440-439-8400
Visit one of our websites to view our large
selection of new & preowned inventory

Award Winning Service.
Award Winning Results.

Michael T. Barkoukis M.D., F.A.C.S
Michael T. Berte M.D., F.A.C.S.
Leonard H. Bernstein M.D., F.A.C.S.
Lawrence A. Gervasi M.D., F.A.C.S.
Adonis Hijaz, M.D.
Martin A. Kosdrosky M.D., F.A.C.S
Tim A. Sidor M.D., F.A.C.S.
J. Patrick Spirnak M.D., F.A.C.S
David S. Turk M.D., F.A.C.S
Jonathan Corrigan DHSc, PA-C
Matthew A. Mates PA-C • Ravi Singh PA-C

Gloria Knotek
Realtor®

6900 Pearl Rd. • Middleburg Hts., OH 44130
440.845.0900

Top Real Estate Agent - Cleveland Magazine
National Sales Excellence - Top 5%
Million Dollar Producer
OAR President’s Sales Club
Quality Service Award

Papous Tap & Grille
Great Food & Family Atmosphere
On & Off Premise Catering

Real Estate Mortgage Title Insurance

Serving Northeast Ohio for Your
Residential Real Estate Needs

Office/Cell: 440.823.4045
gloriaknotek@howardhanna.com

360 Aurora Commons, Aurora OH

330.562.2401

2055 Crocker Rd., Suite 101, Westlake

www.HowardHanna.com

Theodore E.
Loizos, M.D.
Cataract Surgery
Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Offices in Fairview Park,
Lakewood, North Olmsted, Lorain,
& Middleburg Heights

Fairview Eye Center
Eye Center of Lakewood
21375 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park 16400 Hilliard Blvd, Lakewood
440-333-3060
216-228-1800
www.FairviewEyeCenter.com

Contact Dom DiPasqua to place an ad today!
ddipasqua@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6637

Tom Mattern
• Licensed
• Bonded
• Insured

Phone: (440) 582-8650
Cell: (440) 476-8722
allcityelectric6@aol.com

State ID#14285

4-E-5-5

ETERNITY MONUMENTS INC.
15420 Brookpark Rd., Cleveland, OH

Tim Stallman

timstallman@gmail.com
440.309.5977
eternitymonuments.com
Cemetery Monuments | Cemetery Lettering | Bronze Markers

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0902
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WIANT
JEWELERS

Papandreas Orthodontics

NOVEMBER 2020

Spectacular Smiles Superior Service

Now 2 locations!
North Royalton
& Brunswick

www.DrPapandreas.com

“Fine Jewelry”

Family Owned and Operated

Dave & Diane Wiant

Home Cooking -

at prices you can afford

3511 Center Rd • Brunswick

7851 Broadview Rd • Seven Hills

216-447-4444

Monday-Saturday 6am-9pm • Sunday 6 am-8pm

(330) 273-1338

Vinkovich
Family Dental
4640 Turney Rd, Garfield Heights

216.641.6321

7906 Broadview Rd, Broadview Heights

440.546.5353
LatekFuneralHomes.com

Dr. Craig Vinkovich &
Dr. Derek Vinkovich
6675 Royalton Rd
North Royalton, Ohio 44133

440.237.3223

Fr. Costa and Presvytera Nicole’s
Realtor when they moved
to Cleveland!
Professional In-Home Senior Caring

Dementia Care / Personal Care / Housekeeping
Medication Reminders / Overnight Safety
Meals Prepared & Shared / Companionship
Only 2 hours daily or up to 24/7 Caring!

Experience… Results… Service!
Call: (216)

408-2300
www.RealtyForMe.com
Tony@RealtyForMe.com

• John S. Collis, M.D
Neurosurgery
• Deborah Blades, M.D.
Neurosurgery

• Louis Keppler, M.D
Orthopedic Surgery
• Matthew E. Levy, M.D
Orthopedic Surgery

Back Surgery • Orthopedics • Sports Medicine • Total Joint Replacement

Drs. E Tartara, Apotsos,
Steffas, & J Tartara
8200 Avery Rd. • Broadview Hts.

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

440-526-4866

6701 Rockside Road, Independence • Solon • Cleveland

www.averydentalgroup.com

440-746-1055

Comprehensive General Care

A Solid Foundation
for Future Education

237-5000

wishingwellpreschool.com

4-E-5-5

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0902
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