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St Herman’s Meal
Christ is Born! Glorify Him! Thanks to
your generosity, the St. Herman’s Meal
Project on December 13th was a huge
success!
We collected monetary
donations of 1,105.00 and in-kind
donations of all the
extra items we
needed. With
your help, we
delivered 150
meals to St. Herman House in
Cleveland! What a beautiful way
to celebrate the Feast Day of St.
Herman of Alaska!
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A volunteer team prepared a
delicious meal of pasta, meatballs
and salad, served with a roll and
(...continued on page 14)
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Like our
to keep up to date on the
happenings of our parish. Even if you are not on
Facebook, you can view our postings on the Home
page of our website.
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Pastoral Reflections by Father Costas
Happy New Year to all! Καλή καί
ευλογημένη χρονιά σε όλλους!
Here we are ready to begin once again a brand new
year. We do so every year with hope and a positive
attitude, and with the expectation that many
wonderful things will be accomplished in our personal
lives, in the lives of our loved ones, and in our nation.
Well, looking back, 2020 was a challenging year to say
the least. It was a difficult year because it challenged us
and took us out of our comfort zone. This past year we
faced an invisible enemy, COVID-19, that threatened
our every move and caused us to think differently
from what we have been used to.
As Americans we boast of our freedom to come and go
and do as we wish. We are not used to anyone telling
us how, and under what conditions, we are to pray;
how to gather for special celebrations with our family
and loved ones; in what numbers we are to gather;
how late we should stay out. We had to endure these
and many other inconveniences. Fear, fear for our life
was, and continues to be, the motivating factor of our
obedience to these inconveniences.
We look back and we mourn our losses. For some it
was simply our freedom to come and go we as we
pleased. For others the loses were much greater. Losing
jobs and the stability of our livelihood is challenging.
Losing an opportunity to fully celebrate milestones in
our lives, such as a wedding, a baptism, and even the
funeral of our loved one. We usually celebrate these
milestones in our life with all our family and friends
surrounding us. We are used to having them near us in
our moment of great joy and also in our moment of
great grief. Some events had to be changed and some
postponed. Yes, we faced a lot of challenges this past
year. Thus, I’m sure all of us are ready to leave 2020
behind and start afresh.
The New Year my dear friends will start. We hope and
pray that COVID-19 will soon be a memory of the past.
Yet, I can’t help but reflect on the question, “how have
these difficult situations changed me?” How has it
changed all of you? both young and old?
First it taught us all a great lesson, the lesson of
learning to sit alone with God. Spending quiet and
alone time with God is a wonderful thing. If anything,
as Christians, it is a great preparation of anticipating

PAGE 3
eternity with God. Often times we get so sidetracked
with our daily and often times mundane issues that we
simply convince ourselves that we have no time to be
with God. But this past year has made us realize that
we need to make time with God here on earth if we
expect to be with him eternally. As the saying goes,
“where there is a will, there is a way.” If you truly
want to spend time with our Lord, you will make Him
a priority in your life. You will spend time in prayer
and in reading His word. If we cannot be physically in
church, we can follow our church services virtually. Do
what best works for you, but make time for God.
Secondly, this past year has made us realize who are
the most important people in our lives. Whether our
spouse, our children, our parents, siblings, a good
friend, whoever they may be, we should not take them
for granted. Love is the greatest characteristic of God.
As Christians, love ought to be our daily goal. We are
truly human when we are able to give and receive love.
That is what we were created to do. This was the
“New” and greatest command the Lord gave us
saying: “I give you a new commandment, that you love
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should
love one another. By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
And finally, we can say, we have learned the great
lesson to take each day as a great gift from God. If we
are faithful to Him, He will give us each day, “our
daily bread.” He will provide for us whatever
opportunities we need for our physical and spiritual
sustenance. What we cannot forget each day is to be
grateful for all the ups and downs that come our way.
An attitude of gratitude makes all the difference in life,
and fortunately there is always something to be
grateful about in each day we encounter.
Let us begin the New Year with trusting in our New
Born Savior! Let us me mindful that He stands
faithfully by our side each day of the past year and the
New Year to come. As St. Paul reminds us: “If God be
for us, who can be against us?”
May God bless you all, and I look forward when we
can all gather in church to worship our Lord and God
and Savior Jesus Christ!
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Our Parish ~ Her Life & People
Funerals

Women’s Study Group

December 5th

Ernie Fourmas

Join us via Zoom
Tuesday mornings
10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

December 7th

Frank Chirakos

Classes Resume January 19, 2021

December 15th

John James

Our New Book:

December 28th

Antonia Ayers

May Their Memory Be Eternal

NEW Book Released!
Saint Ia Rides a Leaf is a charming
story from the life of Saint Ia, an Irish
missionary to England in the fifth or
sixth century. The town and parish of
St Ives in Cornwall, England, are
named for her, and she is
commemorated on February 3 in the
Eastern Orthodox Church. Join Saint Ia and her
animal friends on an adventure to spread the Gospel!
Click here for a free download of sheet music for
"Saint Ia's Song" to sing along with your children
This book is illustrated by Kristi Tartara, a parishioner of
St. Paul who has illustrated several books and also created
the board books “What Do You See at Liturgy” and “What
Can I Do at Divine Liturgy.” All of these books are
available in the St. Paul Bookstore.

Thank you for your Generosity
Daughters of Penelope Erinys
Chapter #355 would like to
thank the parishioners of St
Paul for their
generosity in
decorating the mitten tree with
mittens, hats, gloves, and
scarves. All items were donated to Parma Collaborative and
Youngstown City Schools to
keep needy children warm
during this cold winter season.

“PARTAKERS OF THE DIVINE NATURE”

by Christoforos Stavropoulos
(Translated: Dr. Stanley Harakas)

There is hardly a person alive who has not asked
himself, “Why do we live upon this earth ? ”
In the last analysis there is only one answer.
We live on earth in order to live in heaven,
in order to be “divinized,”
in order to become one with God.
This is the end and the fulfilment of our earthly
destiny.
But for the general membership of our Church
a quite reasonable question which gets to the heart
of the issue is
“How, in practice, does the average Christian
manage to reach Theosis?
Just exactly how does a person find the way
which leads to full union with God?”
This book has as its goal
to show to every faithful Christian that unique
way which leads to his or her union with God.
It seeks to provide true help for the Christian to
walk that road which he or she either does not
know, which he or she has lost, or which he or she
is seeking to find
~ that one unique road which leads to Theosis.
An excerpt:
“Have we paid any attention to our calling?
Not our human daily work, but our divine calling?”
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~Toni Mannarino
Sunday School Co-Director

Happy New Year!
Thank you to all of you who donated to our St.
Nicholas Gift Giving. Due to COVID-19 restrictions,
we were only able to donate gift certificates and
therefore your generous monetary gifts allowed us to
purchase 26 gift cards for the children. We were able
to donate 13 from Wal-Mart and 13 from Target.
Thank you again to the families who participated.
Thank you to Mary Olenik for ensuring that the gift
cards were purchased and delivered in time for the
children to have at their annual Christmas party. A
special thank you to Elaine Nackowiz for managing all
the daily tasks of running the fundraiser. Her work for
our church community is really endless.
Virtual classes will resume on January 9th. Our teachers are looking forward to seeing you after the Christmas holiday break. We would love to see more and
more of you join us in our virtual learning community.
Please contact Toni Mannarino at 216-513-5453 or at
SundaySchool@stpaulgoc.org for the private ZOOM
link for our Sunday School classes. Classes for the
Virtual setting are Pre-School 3—4 years old,
Kindergarten—2nd Grades, 3rd—6th Grades and 7th—12th
Grades. We have wonderful and seasoned Sunday
School teachers who are leading engaging lessons that
would love to see your child join the class.
While we are all living within our new version of
normal, we are looking forward to when we can go
back to our old version of normal. We are looking
forward to when we can all see each other again.
Please consider what we can do for St. Paul when we
do return to church. Sunday School will be looking for
dedicated people to expand our staff. We will be
seeking teachers in all grade levels as well as
substitutes and parents willing to help in dozens of
other ways. While we are at home, please consider
volunteering with Sunday School when we return to
full in person Church services. Our children will need
so many of us pulling together to help them readjust.
Thank you again and Happy
New Year!

Hellenic Dancers
~ Eleni Johnson, Dance Director
Happy New Year to all!
A quick note to remind everyone that even though the
past ten months have not been like we thought, the
instructors miss every one of our dancers and we look
forward to starting up again soon.
Stay well and as plans for the future unfold we will
update our dancers via email and social media sites.

May 2021 bring you all health and happiness!

Adult Sunday Catechism
Classes resume

Sunday, January 17, 2020
11:30 AM via Zoom
Our Current Book:
Orthodoxy: A Creed for Today
by Father Anthony M. Coniaris
There is no doubt that we need
inspiration. We need it daily. We
need it to survive.
But Christianity is more than inspiration.
It is also knowledge.
It is also truth that needs to be learned
and assimilated into our lives.
“This is eternal life
to know God and Jesus Christ
whom he has sent.”
This book is not written by a theologian for
theologians, but by a parish priest for lay people.
The chapters on the various articles of the Nicene
Creed are both
instructional and inspirational.
It is a book that may be read profitably by all
Orthodox lay people.
It is published with a prayer that
the Holy Spirit may use it to awaken us
to the priceless deposit of divine truth
that resides in our Orthodox faith.
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Philoptochos News
~ Rhonee Trakas Iula, Philoptochos President

CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE SUCCESS ~ Mary Pagonakis
and Tessie Lekas co-chaired a fabulous mini-Christmas
bake sale. Our talented bakers came out of the
woodwork to come together for this effort. God bless
the hands of the following bakers:
Annoula Tsonton
Athina Cotronakis
Joanne Kokkas
Kim Kontos
Lela Rahas

Maria Kontos
Mary Pagonakis
Peggy Asmis
Tessie Lekas

DECEMBER 8TH CHRISTMAS PARTY
Our very first virtual Christmas Party
was extremely engaging for all who
participated! Our creative, and talented,
committee members consisted of: Eleni
Gugliotta, Georgia Gallagher, Joanna Kokkas, and
Kathy Nikolaou. Their numerous activities made this
event a blast!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 2021
 Sunday, January 3
 Vasilopita Sunday
 St. Basil Academy basket
 Membership Drive begins
February 2021
 Sunday, February 7 ~ wear red for women’s heart
health
 Tuesday, February 9 ~ 6:30 PM General meeting
 Sunday, February 14 ~ Loukoumades Sale

LOVE THOSE LOUKS!
Zoe Moore, and her team, are
organizing our February Loukoumades
drive-thru sale. We will be selling.

HELPING THOSE IN NEED ~ Thanks to some
generous benefactors, and your support of our
fundraisers, we were able to help a family purchase a
vehicle. We also distributed gift cards to a few families.
We are currently securing funds to help a few other
families. This is our reason for being.

JOIN OUR TEAM ~ Our 2021 Membership Drive is
launching. Eleni Gugliotta is accepting new
memberships, and renewals. Use your credit/debit
card or PayPal account to join through our website or

send your donation to the church c/o St. Paul Ladies
Philoptochos. We welcome you to our team of
vivacious volunteers. Thank you for helping us help
those in need.
$25 (for National / Metropolitan Philoptochos commitments)
+ $__ (your free-will amount remains in our local chapter)

A F G H AN

M IN IS TR Y
~
Maria
Lovej oy
(chrisaria@msn.com), or
Maribeth
Lekas
(mbleka@aol.com), will be able to supply you with
patterns and supplies. All afghans should be knitted/
crocheted in washable yarn. (Baby 30” x 36“ and Adult
40” x 48“).
FOODBANK DONATIONS ~ Thank you to all our
parishioners who are helping us support the North
Royalton Foodbank. Our beautiful Evangeline Bozikis
continues to ensure that our Philoptochos donations
remain strong.

HOMEBOUND CHEER ~ Christmas blessings were sent
a little differently this year. Elaine Cooke was
instrumental in this effort sending Christmas cards to
our homebound parishioners. Barbara Pateras, Mary
Pagonakis, and Tessie Lekas continue to call our
parishioners who are unable to leave their homes,
hospitals, rehab centers, or assisted living facilities.
Thank you to our team who continues to remind these
parishioners that we are praying for and keeping them
in our hearts.

AFGHANS ~ We are continuing to make afghans for
our afghan ministry. Our community’s newborns and
homebound adults are afghans benefactors. Contact
Mari a
Lovej oy
(ch risaria@msn .com ) ,
or
(mbleka@aol.com), for patterns/supplies. Knit/
Crochet you afghans in washable yarn, baby 30” x 36“,
adult 40” x 48”.
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Twas The Night Before A Fundraiser
~ a special poem written by St Paul Ladies Philoptochos

'Twas the night before a fundraiser, when all through
the church,
All our sisters were bustling, none were ready to perch.
The decorations were hung at the tables with care,
In hopes that God’s guidance would definitely be
there;
Our families were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of high attendance danced in all sisters’
heads;
We were all in our poditses, with some wearing chef
caps,
Had just settled our brains for our short evening naps,
When we suddenly arose thinking something was the
matter,
And sprung from our beds causing pots and pans to
clatter.
Away to our icons we ran like a flash,
Lighting our censors and out flew some ash.

Was there enough food for tomorrow, anyone buy a
case of bread buns?
Or will there need to be a Drug Mart milk, butter or
egg run?
We looked at the moon on the breast of the new-fallen
snow,
It also gave a lustre to the evening objects below.
When what did our wondering eyes begin to see?
Tables full of food we set out in the shape of a T.
Wiping the alevri from our matia we were shocked to
see,
Our beautiful Greek Elf Bakers surrounding the T.
Now Pelagia, now Athina, now Maria, now Maria,
now Maria, yes three!
On, Eleni! on, Ioanna! on, Tasoula! on, Lela!, and Kim
(Vasiliki)!
Begin serving the masses and no resting against the
wall!
Ella tora, dash away! dash away! dash away all!
So over to their serving stations the bakers they flew,
With tables full of goodies that the xeni would love too.
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And then, in a twinkling, we heard a knocking at the
back door,
No need to fret, it was other sisters carrying in more.
The main doors they did open to allow ticket holders
into the hall,
Greeks and xeni alike boy did they have a ball!
Down the stairs there did come quite the familiar site,
It was Fr. Costas there to support us as only he might.
With seragli in his hands our priest was ready to
compete,
He saw all the décor and was wondering if the budget
we would meet.
The crowd they were buying and flung bags on their
backs,
They looked like peddlers who had overflowing packs.
Baklava, tsourekia, spanakopita, tiropita, oh my!
Galactobouriko, koulourakia, finikia, and even
American apple pie!
The patrons’ eyes, how they twinkled, their dimples so
merry!
Their cheeks were like roses and noses like an almond
cookie’s cherry!
The volunteers, committee people, co-chairs, and
patrons all had fun,
There was great giving and cheer all goods were home
spun.
Those Postcards From Heaven were filling the air,
The Lord’s hand was upon us to help those in despair.
By the end of the evening, we pushed tired bodies to
finish our work.
The hall it did sparkle, our 19 board members made
sure we did not lurk.
Our sisters they hugged and kissed knowing they did
well,
For our numerous families and charities, we would
definitely excel.
With that they thanked everyone and wished all a
goodnight!
We pray the Star of Bethlehem continues to guide us
throughout 2021,
We wish a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year to
everyone!
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Stewardship News
by Georgiann Bodle

Have you seen our NEW Online Giving Platform? It’s
much easier to use, you can create a secure login to
view your transactions given through this site, and
you are able to donate to multiple funds all in one
transaction.
To begin, click on the Online Giving button on our
website. This is what it looks like...

1

This is where you can complete your Estimate of
Giving Card. Copy the link and paste this web
address in a new window

2

Enter your email address and password to login if
you have created your Online Profile ~ No Profile,
follow step 3
If you do not have an Online Profile, create one

3 here ~ you will be able to view all your donations
made online

4

You will then be directed to our payment site, which
looks like this…

This first section is where you would make your
stewardship donation ~ either for the current year
or the prior year

This section is where you can make General
Donations or light Candles. PLEASE NOTE: you
5 will have the opportunity to designate for the
5 Health of… or In Memory of… on the next page, if
desired.
This is where you can make a Memorial
Donation.
Choose Benevolent or Capital
6 Improvement. Once again you will have the
opportunity to
designate for the Health of… or
In Memory of… on the next page so that the
family can be notified.

7

If you would like to offset the ACH fee (if paying
from your checking/savings account), you may
enter an amount

8

You must choose if this is a one-time donation or
if you would like to set your donation as weekly,
monthly, quarterly, etc.

When making a recurring donation, please
indicate when you would like to begin. An end
date is optional. Click CONTINUE to proceed to
the payment page. PLEASE NOTE: All funds you
9 are making a donation for will then become
recurring. If you only want stewardship to be
recurring, complete that transaction then return to
the ONLINE GIVING button to make any other
donations.

Once you click CONTINUE, you will be taken to the
payment page as shown on the next page...
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The amount will be calculated and added to your
total. The second box can be checked if the name /
billing address on the card matches the information entered in #1 of this section

7

If you would like to save your profile before
continuing, click SELECT PASSWORD, or else
proceed

Check this box for security purposes then click
PROCESS to complete your transaction.
A
8
receipt will be sent to your email address
immediately.
As always, feel free to give the office a call with any
questions or if you need assistance.

2020 STEWARDSHIP
 2020 Pledge Goal
 Total Pledge as of 12.16.2020
 Total Received as of 12.16.2020
 Stewardship Other donations
(i.e., candles, flowers, special
envelopes, etc.) as of 12.16.2020

This is where you will see a summary of all

1 donations being made with this payment

2 Enter your information in all the required fields
After the email address, there will be two more
lines asking you to enter name(s) for the health
3 of… or in memory of… if you chose to make a
donation for candles, flowers, etc.
This is
OPTIONAL unless you’re making a memorial
donation. We’d like to be able to notify the family
of your gift

4

Choose how you would like to pay for your
donation ~ Checking / savings account
information is entered here

5 Credit / Debit card information is entered here
5
You will see TWO check boxes. The first box
6 allows you to offset the credit card processing fee.

$ 390,000.00
$ 411,113.00
$ 416,257.58
$ 32,411.95

Stewardship Estimate of Giving Form
Have you submitted your Fairshare Estimate of
Giving card? Simply complete the form below or go
to our website.
I / We commit $

to my/our 2020 pledge

I / We commit $

to my/our 2021 pledge

Have you fallen behind on your stewardship? Please
take a moment to submit your donation today by
using the form below or go to our website.
Please apply the enclosed $
my 2020 stewardship.

to

Name
Address
Email

Phone
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Festival News

Festival Volunteer Form

~ by Mike Lignos and John Trihas

We are excited to announce that we will have a DriveThru Gyro Fest in February. Unlike the typical DriveThru we usually have, this will be PRE-PAID ORDERS
ONLY. Our guests will have the opportunity to place
their order up to one week in advance.
The committee will insure the Metropolis and CDC
protocols are being followed to provide a safe
environment for our volunteers and guests. Since we
will have a limited number of items available, there
will be stations set up in the Hellenic Center where
volunteers can package items while maintaining social
distance.
Volunteers will be needed a few days prior to the start
of the Festival to prepare and set-up. Many more
volunteers will be needed during the days of the
Festival at each of our stations. We will also need
runners to take the food to the cars of our guests. Take
a moment to complete the form on this page and return
it to the church office or simply complete by clicking
on this link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdPNQOraDFbJhW5hRAMxQboAZ5axHe
aWbxlz83gz64XtfzBhQ/viewform.
For those who may feel uncomfortable volunteering in
person, we have set up a St Paul Amazon Wish List.
You will have the opportunity to purchase some of the
items needed and have them shipped directly to the
church.
Whether you give of your time, talent, or treasure, we
appreciate any assistance you can provide to help us
make this a successful event for our parish.

February 26—28, 2021
Yes, I would like to assist with the St Paul Gyro Fest:
Name:
Phone:
Email:
I want to share my talents in the following areas (mark
all that apply):
 Put flyers in business establishments
 Setup for the Gyro Fest
 Place food items in containers ahead of time
 Assist with cooking
 Pack orders
 Run orders to vehicles
 Clean up on Sunday
I am available the following days and times the week
of the Gyro Fest:

 10AM—2:30PM
 2PM—6:30PM
 6PM—10PM

 Thurs
 Thurs
 Thurs

 Fri
 Fri
 Fri

 Sat
 Sat
 Sat

 Sun
 Sun
 Sun

We thank you in advance for volunteering. The Gyro
Fest cannot happen without your support!

St Paul Greek Orthodox Church

Until then, we wish you a happy and healthy New
Year!

Purchasing items from the St Paul Amazon Wish List
is easy.
Simply click/copy this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/
ls/245R8YO0POJSG/ref=smi_ext_lnk_lcl_cl and login
to your smile.amazon account and select items from
this list. Items can be shipped directly to the church.
And when you designate St Paul as your charity of
choice, a portion of the sale is donated back to St Paul.

2021
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MON

THE MESSENGER

St Paul Greek Orthodox Church ~ North Royalton OH

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

* * * ALL EVENTS LISTED BELOW ARE TENTATIVE * * *

1 Circumcision 2
of Our Lord
St Basil the
Great

3
Sunday before
Epiphany
Vasilopita
Sunday

10

4
5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

5
3:30 PM
Royal Hours of
Epiphany
5:00 PM
Vesperal Liturgy
Water Blessing
7:00 PM
Home
Committee Mtg.

6

Theophany of
Our Lord

8:30 AM
Orthros

7

St John the
Baptist

13

14

5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

6:00 PM
Stewardship
Meeting

7:00 PM
Parish Council
meeting

7:00 PM
Virtual Bible
Study

17

St Anthony 18
Sunday of
5:30 PM
Luke
Virtual Greek
11:30 AM
School
Virtual Sunday
School & Adult
Catechism

19

20

21

12th

10:00 AM
5:00 PM
Virtual Women’s Orthros
Study Group
6:00 PM
Liturgy

7:00 PM
Virtual Bible
Study

24

25

26

28

5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

10:00 AM
Virtual Women’s
Study Group

14th Sunday of
Luke
11:30 AM
Virtual Sunday
School & Adult
Catechism

31
15th Sunday of
Luke
11:30 AM
Virtual Sunday
School & Adult
Catechism

15

16

22

23

29

30

9:30 AM
9:30 AM
Liturgy and
Liturgy
Great Blessing of
7:00 PM
Waters
Virtual Bible
Study

12

11:30 AM
Virtual Sunday
School

9

8:30 AM
Orthros

11

Sunday after
Ephipany

8

27

St Efthimios

7:00 PM
Virtual Bible
Study

Three
Hierarchs

8:30 AM
Orthros
9:30 AM
Liturgy

CHURCH SERVICES
ALL SUNDAYS: 8:15 AM
Orthros

9:30 AM
Liturgy

All Church services can be viewed on our
YouTube Channel

2020
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MON

TUE
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St Paul Greek Orthodox Church ~ North Royalton OH

WED

THU

* * * ALL EVENTS LISTED BELOW ARE TENTATIVE * * *

1

2

5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

8:30 AM
Orthros

Presentation of
Our Lord

3

4

FRI

SAT

5

6

12

13

19

20

25

26

27

7:00 PM
Virtual Bible
Study

12:00—8:00 PM 12:00—8:00 PM
Gyro Fest Drive- Gyro Fest DriveThru
Thru

7:00 PM
Virtual Bible
Study

9:30 AM
Liturgy
7:00 PM
Home
Committee Mtg.

7
15th Sunday of
Luke
12:30 PM
Baptism

14
16th Sunday of
Luke

21
Sunday of the
Canaanite

28
Sunday of the
Prodigal Son
12:00—5:00 PM
Gyro Fest DriveThru

8

9

5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

10:00 AM
Virtual Women’s 8:30 AM
Orthros
Study Group
6:30 PM
Philoptochos
meeting

15

16

5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

10:00 AM
Virtual Women’s
Study Group

22

23

5:30 PM
Virtual Greek
School

10:00 AM
Virtual Women’s
Study Group

10

St Haralambos

11
7:00 PM
Virtual Bible
Study

9:30 AM
Liturgy
7:00 PM
Parish Council
meeting

17

18
7:00 PM
Virtual Bible
Study

24

CHURCH SERVICES
ALL SUNDAYS:
8:15 AM
Orthros

9:30 AM
Liturgy

All Church services can be
viewed on our YouTube Channel
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(continued on page 1...)

pumpkin pie for dessert. Another team prepared 150
goody bags to be handed out with a small bottled
water. Each bag contained a granola bar, a fruit cup
and spoon, a bag of homemade cookies, a few holiday
Hershey’s kisses and a laminated icon of St. Herman
of Alaska with a prayer on the back. Another
volunteer team loaded up and delivered the trays of
food, takeout containers, plastic ware, napkins, large
bottled waters, Gatorade and goody bags to St.
Herman’s. Whether you made a monetary donation,
purchased or made items for the meal or goody bag,
cooked, cleaned up, put together the bags, loaded
vehicles or made deliveries, this was truly a
community effort and we are so grateful for
everyone’s donations of their time, talent and
treasures!!
We would like to recognize and thank the following
individuals for their efforts in this stewardship project:
Frank Langos
John Elliott
Andy Rokakis
Stephanie Ocker
Andrei and Francesca Neculai
Diane Vondrasek
Maribeth Lekas
Karen Contoveros
Elaine Poulos
Sophia Loizos
Mike and Georgia Dadas
Dena Wilson
Presvytera Nicole Keares
Jerod and Christina Downing
Georgia Gallagher
Dave and Kathy Brown
Jonathan and Kristi Tartara and Family
George and Anna Poulos
Alexa Fox
Elaine Nackowiz
Chris and Georgiann Bodle
A special thank you to all those who made any
monetary donation towards
this great event!
Have a Blessed New Year!!

2021 Epiphany Home Blessings
On January 5th, we celebrate the Eve of the Feast day
of Epiphany with a Vesperal Divine Liturgy followed
by the Blessing of the Waters. The Baptism of Christ
in the River Jordan on January 6th by St. John The
Baptist presents us with a great mystery of God: “He
who is the Master off all is baptized by a servant, and He
gives mankind cleansing through water.” As part of our
Orthodox Christian tradition, we have our homes
blessed following these services.
What is a House Blessing?
In celebration of Theophany, Orthodox Christians
invite Christ not only into their hearts, but also their
homes, and we call upon Him to bring the blessings
of the Jordan into our daily lives. We do this by
having the priest bless our homes with the Holy
water from the service of Theophany, offering prayers
for our health, our family and the Lord’s abundant
blessings in the coming year.
What do I need to do?
DUE TO THE RISE IN COVID-19

CASES,

FATHER

WILL

NOT BE MAKING ANY HOUSE BLESSING VISITS THIS
YEAR.

HOLY WATER

BOTTLES WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR

ANYONE WHO WISHES TO TAKE HOME AND BLESS
THEIR HOUSE.

SCHEDULE OF EPIPHANY SERVICES
EVE OF EPIPHANY

Tuesday, January 5th

3:30 PM ~ Royal Hours
5:00 PM ~ Vesperal Liturgy (*) w/blessing of water

EPIPHANY

Wednesday, January 6th

8:30 AM ~ Orthros
9:30 AM ~ Divine Liturgy (*) w/blessing of water
(*) Indicates

when Holy Communion will be offered

JANUARY 2021
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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
NOVEMBER 11, 2020
CALL TO ORDER ~ The online meeting via Zoom
was called to order by President Stephanie Ocker at
7:03 PM.

INVOCATION ~ Given by Rev. Father Costas P.
Keares, Protopresbyter.

ROLL CALL
☐ Father Costas Keares

☒ Elliott, John

☒ Asmis, Nicholas

☒ Kokkas, Ted

☒ Bodle, Chris

☒ Marakas, Thalia

☒ Bodle, Georgiann

☒ Ocker, Stephanie

☒ Brown, Dave

☒ Pontikos, Irene

☒ Contoveros, Paul

☒ Rokakis, Andy

☐ Dadas, Alex

☒ Trakas, Jim

☒ Economou, Jim

☐ Wendland Porter, Jean

MINUTES ~ Dave Brown moved to approve the
October 21, 2020 Parish Council meeting minutes as
amended. Thalia Marakas seconded. Approved.

FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT (Chris Bodle) ~
Financial statements have been updated through
October 31, 2020, but changes were made subsequent
to this version.
Revenue $576,335 (actual) vs. budget of $913,701 for
variance of ($337,366). Under budget revenue items
include: Festival $318,504, choir convention $20,000,
catering $50,434, golf tournament $20,950; Stewardship
is higher than budget by $69,840.
Expense $627,970 (actual) vs. budget of $1,260,623 for
variance of $632,653. Under budget expense items include: Festival $182,230, parking lot $185,000, facility
capital improvement $120,875 (both due to policy
change to capitalize and depreciate fixed assets), comp
& benefits for open positions $92,184, electric, gas, water, phone and snow removal $41,550, landscaping
$6,913, golf tournament $10,000, choir convention
$12,698; over budget expense items include: repairs &
maintenance $4,477 and depreciation $78,876.
Net Income ($51,635) actual vs. budget of ($346,922) for
favorable variance of $295,287.
Cash Position as of October 31, 2020 was $251,251
(restricted $20,733). Finance Committee’s forecast is

still on target. Bureau of Worker’s Comp sent us $700
for the annual dividend and they owe us additional
money for our participation in the PAR program.
Accounts Receivable $678; item for $225 is >90 days
past due. Accounts receivable within normal range.
Accounts Payable $43,979. Largest payable is Total
Line Refrigeration for $31,474 and relates to the new air
conditioning units. Credit of $534 in 31-60 days past
due relates to City of Cleveland Water/Sewer credit
being used to offset current billings (should be spent
by year end). Aged Karvo & National Carpet Mill
invoices have been paid (invoice concessions of $365.45
and $1,095.75, respectively. Accounts payable within
normal range.
Paul said approximately $700 rewards on credit card
moved to Operating Account.
Cash Forecast FAQ – Chris prepared and emailed the
FAQ to Council members and shared feedback and
changes. Further discussion and revisions made.
Chris will accept the changes and submit final
document to Elaine to include with Parish Assembly
notification packet being mailed on November 16th.

CLERGY REPORT (Father Costas) ~ Ministries
continuing virtually. Father Costas is enjoying the
Bible Study on Thursday nights, which has about 20
people. More altar boys coming back to church.
Falling asleep of Metropolitan Maximos – he was the
consecrating bishop of our church and we owe him
gratitude for that. He also ordained Father Costas to
the Deaconate and to the Priesthood. A parishioner
volunteered to pay for his 40-day Memorial at St. Paul.
Two funerals – one on November 13th for Penelope
Demetriades with a plea out to the community to
donate funds toward her funeral and burial as a
Christian act of respect and dignity. The second
funeral is on November 16th for Michael Volanis.
Father asked if Parish Council members were able to
attend to usher, sign in people and be at the candle
stand.
Lee Santorelli gave the sermon last week and he did a
great job. We’re blessed to have him at our parish.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
ELECTION PROCEDURES SPECIAL COMMITTEE (Chris
Bodle) ~ Chris recapped the special committee’s
purpose and items still outstanding:
The office has not yet been able to determine how to
ensure the list identifying parishioners in good
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standing is complete and accurate. Elaine developed a
procedure to document how she prepares the report.
Stephanie & Chris will review the list for
reasonableness prior to using.
Based on feedback from the 2019 Board of Elections
(Georgia Gallagher, Demetra Smith, Karen Contoveros
and Sophia Loizos) to consider making a wooden
ballot box with a lock on it to replace the unsecured,
cardboard box, Chris built a locked ballot box to be
used for future elections and presented photos of the
finished box to Parish Council. He asked two of our
parish’s young artists, Sophia Gugliotta and Maria
Fazio, to create iconography for the sides of the box.
Special thanks to Sophia and Maria for offering their
time and talent to create beautiful icons of St. Paul for
the box.
FINANCE (John Elliott) ~ The Finance Committee met
on November 9th to finalize the outstanding items on
the previously-approved 2021 budget:
 Health insurance – based on review of the plans
offered, recommend staying with the current health
insurance plan, which increased premiums from
$47,075 to $50,650 for the same package. Other plan
options would have resulted in significantly higher
out of pocket costs.
 Adjusted for depreciation for bathrooms, based on a
20-year useful life (began depreciating in October).
Still need air conditioning units capitalized.
 Uncashed check policy – since checks state that they
are only valid for 180 days, checks outstanding
longer than 180 days will be voided going forward.
Agreed to void the five outstanding checks that are
over 180 days old.
 Stephanie mentioned the 2021 Allocation info was
received today and the required retirement fund
contribution amount is in line with the amount we
budgeted in 2021.

HOME COMMITTEE/REAL ESTATE (Nick Asmis/John
Elliott) ~ Garbage disposal in the Hellenic Center
kitchen stopped working. Received replacement bids
for approximately $3,000, however, Brennan’s said the
garbage disposal is not needed as they do not use it.
Will re-plumb drain line to remove the disposal.
Church clean up - volunteers met at the church on
November 10th to clean up and store items in the
storage room, put away scaffolding and the lift.
Rental home exterior repairs and painting – front
columns need to be repaired and painted; other
exterior wood needs to be painted. Quote to repair the
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columns $325; to repair, scrape, prime and paint
columns and all exterior wood on the house $1,700.
Chris Bodle moved to hire Polling Painting to repair,
scrape, prime and paint columns and all exterior wood
on the house for an amount not to exceed $1,700. Jim
Trakas seconded. Motion passed.
Rental home bathroom – because the tenant is a not-for
-profit organization, the county will provide funding to
remodel one of the rental home bathrooms for Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance. St. Paul
received a letter requesting our consent. Since there is
no cost to St. Paul, Parish Council agreed Stephanie
should sign the consent form to have the work
performed.
YouTube feed - firmware on Ultra Stream box was
upgraded and YouTube live stream is now working
well. St. Demetrios inquired about our camera system
and are considering purchasing the same system.
CATERING & LEASING (Dave Brown) ~ Hellenic
Center/Brennan’s Update : 2020 - 17 parties scheduled
with projected income of $23,120. Some of the parties
that cancelled due to reduced guest lists hired
Brennan’s to cater events at their homes.
2021 – 17 parties scheduled with projected income of
$40,600. Nine of these bookings were originally
scheduled for 2020.
Hellenic Center Usage Form has been revised to ensure
compliance with COVID-19 restrictions. Stephanie
shared the new form, effective November 2020, and
will email to Parish Council members. Form title was
changed to “Procedures for holding events St. Paul
Greek Orthodox Church with Request Form” and now
encompasses the entire facility including the parking
lot. Form is available in the church office.
FAMILY MINISTRY (Thalia Marakas)
JOY - October 25th Trunk or Treat in parking lot was
well attended by parents and children. Thanks to Pres.
Nicole
and
parents
who
organized.
--December 6th, will be decorating gingerbread houses,
which will include a lesson.
GOYA - October 17th nature walk - learned about saints
who
lived
in
nature,
ascetics.
--November 7th - drive-in-movie night with area
GOYAns.
--November 13th-14th - virtual Metropolis Fall Retreat.
--Community Christmas Card – participate and support the fundraiser.
--Thanks to Lee Santorelli, Mark and Erika Moundros
and all the parents for their assistance.
Sunday School – virtual lessons still continuing,
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however, not a large number of students participating.
--Annual St. Nicholas gift giving event – asking for
monetary donations (will have link on the church
website) and will purchase $25 gift cards to give to
North
Royalton
Center
for
the
Aging.
--Will have a need for teachers once we return to
in-person Sunday School.

stand for people to have their pictures taken on
Sundays after church. Continuing to encourage
parishioners to set up an account and add their photo
to the online directory. Next Parish Directory meeting
Monday, November 16th at 6:30 PM. Next
Stewardship/Membership
Committee
meeting
November 18, 2020 at 6:00 PM.

PROPERTY FEASIBILITY STUDY SPECIAL COMMITTEE
(John Trihas/Chris Bodle/Stephanie Ocker) ~
Proposed sale of houses will be included in the Parish
Assembly mailing. Parishioners not able to attend in
person to vote should contact the church office to
obtain a ballot to vote via mail. Stephanie, Chris and
John Trihas will meet to finalize presentation for Parish
Assembly meeting.

WAYS AND MEANS (Irene Pontikos/Thalia Marakas) ~
Pastitsio Fundraiser Update - 9 trays have been made;
will make 15 trays in total (270 pieces). Received some
donations for salad and dessert. Soliciting donations
for paper products. Will need people to prep orders to
go out for distribution. Will send out an email to
everyone to see who can help. Online orders coming
in slowly. Church office will send another email to
parishioners to promote this event and Father Costas
will mention on Sunday. All funds raised will go to St.
Paul to help replace funds lost from Festival
cancellation.

HUMAN RESOURCES (Alex Dadas) ~ Alex was not able
to attend, but provided an update to Stephanie. The
Human Resources committee met to discuss who
should do performance reviews of employees. Recommend that the direct supervisor of each employee
should be responsible for doing performance reviews.
STEWARDSHIP / MEMBERSHIP (Georgiann Bodle/Andy
Rokakis) ~ The Stewardship/Membership Committee
met on September 23 and October 28, 2020 and
discussed the following:
 2020 YTD Stewardship Report – 401 pledge cards
received, $391,678 pledged and $365,279.76 received.
Total pledges are >$62,476 ahead of last year at this
time.
 2021 Stewardship Campaign –pledge cards, cover
letter and stewardship pamphlet will be mailed soon.
Had first speaker – Angelique Sweet – on November
8th and will have two other speakers.
 Stewardship Sunday – November 22nd.
 St. Paul’s Acts of Kindness – continuing to call
parishioners on the call list. Will be preparing a hot
meal to take to St. Herman’s on Sunday, December
13th. Will be a community effort, will ask for
donations and hope to create an ongoing ministry.
Also starting to send birthday cards to parishioners
who included their birthdays in the new online
Parish Directory.
 Vanco online giving – Kiosk print capability does not
work so we are trying to get a replacement one sent
so we can be up and running in the next couple
weeks. Will continue to educate parishioners on
online giving and text giving by adding content to
the Messenger; Joe Fox will be developing some
tutorial videos.
Parish Directory ~ Andy will be setting up a photo

OLD BUSINESS
 Parish Assembly meeting was moved to November
29, 2020.
 Jim Trakas expressed concern about people removing
masks after church and congregating in the back of
the church. Ushers should continue to enforce mask
wearing.
NEW BUSINESS ~ 2019 Audit Report - Chris Bodle inquired about the status of the 2019 Audit Report, noting that the item is on the Parish Assembly Agenda but
in past practice and Bylaws requirement is shared first
with Parish Council. Stephanie has not yet seen the
report but will follow up with Dennis Diamond.
Stephanie will share the Audit Report with Parish
Council via email before the Parish Assembly meeting.
Father Costas was notified that four Parish Council
members will not be continuing with the extended
term – Jean Wendland-Porter, Thalia Marakas, Irene
Pontikos and Ted Kokkas. In accordance with the
directive received from the Metropolis, the 2021 Parish
Council will assign replacement Parish Council
members to fill the vacant seats.
ROUNDTABLE ~ N/A
ADJOURNMENT AND BENEDICTION ~ Irene Pontikos
moved to adjourn; Dave Brown seconded. Motion
passed. Meeting adjourned at 9:28 PM.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 9, 2020 at 7:00 PM.
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The Orthodox Funeral Home

Parma

Strongsville

440-238-7701

216-398-1010

4129 E 49th St.
Newburgh Heights, OH 44105

(216) 417-3102

18123 Rockside Road
Bedford, OH 44146
www.motorcarsacura.com
www.motorcarsvolvo.com
440-439-8400
Visit one of our websites to view our large
selection of new & preowned inventory

Award Winning Service.
Award Winning Results.

Michael T. Barkoukis M.D., F.A.C.S
Michael T. Berte M.D., F.A.C.S.
Leonard H. Bernstein M.D., F.A.C.S.
Lawrence A. Gervasi M.D., F.A.C.S.
Adonis Hijaz, M.D.
Martin A. Kosdrosky M.D., F.A.C.S
Tim A. Sidor M.D., F.A.C.S.
J. Patrick Spirnak M.D., F.A.C.S
David S. Turk M.D., F.A.C.S
Jonathan Corrigan DHSc, PA-C
Matthew A. Mates PA-C • Ravi Singh PA-C

Gloria Knotek
Realtor®

6900 Pearl Rd. • Middleburg Hts., OH 44130
440.845.0900

Top Real Estate Agent - Cleveland Magazine
National Sales Excellence - Top 5%
Million Dollar Producer
OAR President’s Sales Club
Quality Service Award

Papous Tap & Grille
Great Food & Family Atmosphere
On & Off Premise Catering

Real Estate Mortgage Title Insurance

Serving Northeast Ohio for Your
Residential Real Estate Needs

Office/Cell: 440.823.4045
gloriaknotek@howardhanna.com

360 Aurora Commons, Aurora OH

330.562.2401

2055 Crocker Rd., Suite 101, Westlake

www.HowardHanna.com

Theodore E.
Loizos, M.D.
Cataract Surgery
Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Offices in Fairview Park,
Lakewood, North Olmsted, Lorain,
& Middleburg Heights

Fairview Eye Center
Eye Center of Lakewood
21375 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park 16400 Hilliard Blvd, Lakewood
440-333-3060
216-228-1800
www.FairviewEyeCenter.com

Contact Dom DiPasqua to place an ad today!
ddipasqua@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6637

Tom Mattern
• Licensed
• Bonded
• Insured

Phone: (440) 582-8650
Cell: (440) 476-8722
allcityelectric6@aol.com

State ID#14285

4-E-5-5

ETERNITY MONUMENTS INC.
15420 Brookpark Rd., Cleveland, OH

Tim Stallman

timstallman@gmail.com
440.309.5977
eternitymonuments.com
Cemetery Monuments | Cemetery Lettering | Bronze Markers

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0902
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WIANT
JEWELERS

Papandreas Orthodontics

JANUARY 2021

Spectacular Smiles Superior Service

Now 2 locations!
North Royalton
& Brunswick

www.DrPapandreas.com

“Fine Jewelry”

Family Owned and Operated

Dave & Diane Wiant

Home Cooking -

at prices you can afford

3511 Center Rd • Brunswick

7851 Broadview Rd • Seven Hills

216-447-4444

Monday-Saturday 6am-9pm • Sunday 6 am-8pm

(330) 273-1338

Vinkovich
Family Dental
4640 Turney Rd, Garfield Heights

216.641.6321

7906 Broadview Rd, Broadview Heights

440.546.5353
LatekFuneralHomes.com

Dr. Craig Vinkovich &
Dr. Derek Vinkovich
6675 Royalton Rd
North Royalton, Ohio 44133

440.237.3223

Fr. Costa and Presvytera Nicole’s
Realtor when they moved
to Cleveland!
Professional In-Home Senior Caring

Dementia Care / Personal Care / Housekeeping
Medication Reminders / Overnight Safety
Meals Prepared & Shared / Companionship
Only 2 hours daily or up to 24/7 Caring!

Experience… Results… Service!
Call: (216)

408-2300
www.RealtyForMe.com
Tony@RealtyForMe.com

• John S. Collis, M.D
Neurosurgery
• Deborah Blades, M.D.
Neurosurgery

• Louis Keppler, M.D
Orthopedic Surgery
• Matthew E. Levy, M.D
Orthopedic Surgery

Back Surgery • Orthopedics • Sports Medicine • Total Joint Replacement

Drs. E Tartara, Apotsos,
Steffas, & J Tartara
8200 Avery Rd. • Broadview Hts.

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

440-526-4866

6701 Rockside Road, Independence • Solon • Cleveland

www.averydentalgroup.com

440-746-1055

Comprehensive General Care

A Solid Foundation
for Future Education

237-5000

wishingwellpreschool.com

4-E-5-5

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0902

ST. PAUL GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
4548 Wallings Road
North Royalton, OH 44133-3121
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